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Mission Statement

By providing hope and
positive vision, Optimists
bring out the best in kids.
Vision Statement
Optimist International will be
recognized worldwide as the
premier volunteer organization that values all
children and helps them
develop to their full potential.
Purposes of
Optimist International
To develop optimism as a philosophy
of life utilizing the tenets of the
Optimist Creed; To promote an active
interest in good government and civic
affairs; To inspire respect for the law;
To promote patriotism and work for
international accord and friendship
among all people; To aid and
encourage the development of youth,
in the belief that the giving of one’s
self in service to others will advance
the well-being of humankind,
community life and the world.

The Optimist Creed

July 9-11, 2015
Hilton New Orleans Riverside!

Promise YourselfTo be so strong that nothing can
disturb your peace of mind. To talk
health, happiness and prosperity
to every person you meet. To make
all your friends feel that there is
something in them. To look at the
sunny side of everything and make
your optimism come true. To think
only of the best, to work only for the
best and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the
success of others as you are about
your own. To forget the mistakes
of the past and press on to the
greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance
at all times and give every living
creature you meet a smile. To give
so much time to the improvement
of yourself that you have no time
to criticize others. To be too large
for worry, too noble for anger, too
strong for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.
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If every Member were to strive to grow the project they are the most
passionate about by 10% each year, they would need to recruit more
volunteers to achieve their goals. Bigger and better projects mean
more Members and more kids affected by Optimists!
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Club
Election

What is in

Time

A NAME?

A Message From President Ken Garner
Have you ever really thought about it? If you are a parent, love a pet, or own a
really cool car, then I am sure that you have possibly struggled and agonized over
the choosing of the perfect name for that child, family Member or object.
Have you ever really thought about it? If you are a parent, love a pet, or own a really cool car, then I am sure that you
have possibly struggled and agonized over the choosing of the perfect name for that child, family Member or object.
Do you have a nickname? Grandparents generally get to help influence what their grandchildren call them. Some
of us have nicknames that came about by the some funny, interesting, or sometimes misfortunate incidents.
Whatever the name is and however it was received, it becomes one of the most intimate and precious parts of our
lives. In many ways it not only defines us, but it also sets a strong precedent in the minds of others for who a “Ken”
is. When one hears a name, emotions, thoughts and reactions are subconsciously set in motion. For instance, if I
were to hear someone is named Patsy, I would have a positive outlook toward that person before I ever met them.
So what about the name, “OPTIMIST?” Does it conjure up positive and energetic thoughts? Is it not the most
attractive thing to any individual regardless of age, size, shape, color, creed, religion or nationality? Does it not
brighten cloudy, wintry days and warm up cold, dark nights?
CHALLENGE: Since we are likely in the coldest of months while you are reading this,

YOU SET YOUR OPTIMISM ON FIRE!

I CHALLENGE

Make your next Club meeting roar with laughter
and comforting hugs. Fire up children in your community with a project that is full of energy and warm
congratulations. Build up body heat by inviting others to join you in all of these!
Remember, we are still in the “Season of Giving”. Whatever you do, make the name you wear, and hopefully share,
of being an Optimist something that conjures up emotions of joy and positivity to everyone you meet.
I am an Optimist! Are you?

International
Officer

Candidates
is
Coming Up Sought
All Optimist Clubs
should be making
preparations for
electing new
officers for
the 2015-16
administrative
year. Now
is the time
to seek out
qualified and
interested
Club Members
for a leadership
position.
After your election
is complete, be sure
to submit the Club Officer
Elect Report (COER) to Optimist
International so that your incoming
Club President can receive important
communications. The deadline for
submitting the COER is May 20.

Candidates for the offices of
Optimist International PresidentElect, International Vice
President-Elect and
International Board
Member for 2015-16
are now being sought.
Clubs will elect
Optimists to these
positions during the
online voting session
in June.
Self-nominations
for these positions
must be received in
the International Office
no later than April 1, 2015.
The International Candidate
Qualifications Committee will
also announce its nominations for
these positions by March 1. If you
want to recommend someone for an
International office to the Candidate
Qualifications committee please fill out
the evaluation/recommendation form
that can be found at www.optimist.org.

President Ken Garner
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N e w s&
A Young at Heart
Optimist
To begin an athletic career at age
77 is the sign of a true Optimist.
And for Olga Kotelko of Vancouver,
British Columbia, becoming an
Optimist Club Member at age 78
seemed like the
thing to do.

and 200-meter sprint, long jump,
high jump and hammer throw. She
earned more than 750 gold medals,
and in her age group set records in
four Canadian Masters track and
field events and 11 World Masters
events. In 2010, she proudly
carried the torch in the Vancouver
Olympic
Games Torch
Relay.

“Giving up is never an option.”

Though only
five feet tall
and 120
pounds, she
believed an
optimistic
attitude
and regular
exercise
contribute
to good
health, better
energy and
a happier
disposition. According to her
fellow Club Members she was a
true Optimist and an inspiration to
many.

175 New Members
and Counting

Optimists in
Vancouver are
celebrating the life
of this amazing,
optimistic woman
who passed away
at the age of 95
last summer.
(She was born
three months
before Optimist
International was
formed.) Olga
joined the North
Shore, Vancouver
Optimist Club in 1998 and was an
active Member right up until last
June when she spoke to the Club
about her athletic career that really
took off after she gave up playing
slo-pitch baseball at 77 in favor of
track and field.

Among her favorite
sayings were:

Olga set 30 world records for her
“masters” age group in the 100-

“It’s not your age, it’s how you
age.”
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Views
A Club Tool To
Reach Out To
The Community

“Focus on the positive and
feel good about yourself
every day.”

By Jean Jensen, Optimist Club
of Gresham, Oregon

“Every day is a gift we
should celebrate.”
“I prefer to be a young at
heart athlete rather than an
old woman.”

Optimism continues on every day
with Bill Scott of the Optimist
Club of Jeffersonville, Indiana. Bill
received his 175 Member pin from
Optimist International recently,
and in Bill’s words, “that’s a lot of
Members and I can’t remember
all their names but if you told me
who they are, I would remember
each one.” When asked if he was
going for his 200 Member pin, Bill,
a Past International Vice President,
commented that he already has
a couple of people in mind. Now
that’s an Optimist!
[PHOTO: Olga Kotelko, then a Member
of the Optimist Club of North Shore,
Vancouver, British Columbia, carried
the Olympic torch at the 2010 Winter
Olympics.]

In Memoriam
Past International President Dr.
George Cobley (1963-64) passed
away on August 15, 2014, at the
age of 95. Dr. Cobley first joined
the Optimist Club of Santa Monica,
California, in 1948. At the time
of his death he was a Member of
the Optimist Club of Palm Desert,
California.
Dr. Cobley served in all leadership
capacities at the Club and
District level and served Optimist
International on many committees,
as an International Vice President/
Board Member and as International
President.
Writing at the beginning of his term
as President in 1963, Dr. Cobley
noted that, “it is imperative that we
keep our sights on the future and be
ever mindful of our obligation to seek
and develop prospective leadership
for this organization. Whether we
be serving at the Club, the District
or the International level does not
matter. The important thing is that
we be a unified team.”

Last summer an unfortunate event
happened at one of our local high
schools, Reynolds High School, in
Troutdale, Oregon. There was a
shooting and two students died.
The whole community was rocked
to its core. We discussed at our
next meeting what we as a Club
could do to reach out to the youth
of the community to let them know
that there is someone out there they
could talk to and that cared about
them. After much brainstorming,
our then-President, Kevin Schmid,
thought it would be good to have
something to give to anyone that
looked like they needed a positive
word in their day. We came up with
the idea of having business cards
made up with the Optimist Creed.
To take it one step further, on the
other side of the business card we
incorporated Kevin’s motto for the year
“It’s All about the Kids” a phrase he
borrowed from one of our deceased
beloved Members, Ed Beaver.
To follow that theme, Member, Ken
Manske, added: “The Optimist
Club of Gresham is a community
service group dedicated to furthering
the success of the youth in our
community. We are involved with
Oratorical events, self-improvement
programs for youth, support for

scholarship advancement, and
leadership training for all ages and
gender. Our fund-raising programs
go towards these goals and include
scholarships for deserving students
regardless of financial or social
status” At the bottom of the card
there are two lines for the Members
to put their name and phone number
in case someone needs to contact us.
We have our Club logo at the top
of the card on one side and as a
watermark on the other side under
the Creed. Our President, Ben
DeRemer, showed our card to
another Optimist Club that he visited
and they want to do the same thing.
We feel this is a wonderful tool that
all Optimists can use and is very easy
to do. We invite any and all Optimist
Clubs to follow our lead.

Optimist Couples
Did you meet your significant
other through your Optimist
endeavors or know of someone who has? If so, please
reach out to magazine@
optimist.org to be featured in
a future issue of the Optimist!
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Georgia Club More Than

Triples Its Membership
O

Facebook and we post
pictures on it,” he said.
“We send pictures to
our local newspaper
so our local citizens
see what we do.”

n October
1 of 2013, the
Optimist Club
of Cedartown,
Georgia, started
the year with
just a dozen
Members to
serve the youth of
their community.
Twelve months
later, the Club
had reached
39 Members
and had made
donations to
several local
youth programs
totaling $10,000.

He also pushed
Friend of Optimist
memberships.

“Several
people
mentioned
they would
like to become
a Member,
but due to
the times of
our meeting
they couldn’t
participate.”

Ronnie Dingler,
2013-14 Club
President, said
he had two goals
in mind when he
came into office.

“I wanted
to increase
our Membership and our bank
accounts so we could contribute
more money than ever to local
youth groups.”
Asked how the Club recruited 29 Members, Dingler
said, “I asked many people who were good citizens of
our community to help us develop the youth to become
our future leaders. I mentioned the under privileged
children who are smart if given the chance and
opportunity to prove themselves. This makes
people think. In many cases, I get a Member.”
Dingler offers a few other tips that Clubs could use
to expand their rosters. “We have our website on
6 • The Optimist

In addition to
recruiting 29
Members, the
Cedartown Club kept

"We try to keep
our Members’ interest in projects
and fundraisers,” Dingler said. “It’s
been a good year for this and again
I’m thankful for the support of the
Members and the community.”

its Member deletions to two.

And Dingler isn’t taking it easy just because his year as
President is over. He’s already working with 2014-15
Club President Tammy Minter to have a goal of
50 Members by the end of this year.
The Cedartown Club was first in the Georgia
District in growth and this, in turn, helped
the Georgia District finish third in Optimist
International in membership growth in 2013-14.

h

Club Meetings >

A F e w Tip s f o r B e t t e r C l ub M e e t i n g s

Club meetings
should be fun.
Variety is desirable. It helps
keep the meetings from
becoming stereotyped.

Members should want to come to meetings because of…

• The fellowship
• A good time
• Interesting programs
• A sense of being part of the
Club’s activities
Members who want to come to meetings will be more
willing to volunteer for Club projects and fundraising
activities.
New Members (and prospective Members) will be more
likely to want to come back because of the positive
experience they’ve had.

Differences Between Club
Meetings/Committee
Meetings/Board Meetings
Club Meetings:
• A way for Members to
get to know each other.
• A way to promote the
Club’s goals.
• A way for Members to have fun.
• A way to learn more about what’s going
on in their community.
Committee Meetings:
Committees make recommendations for
approval to the board or, in certain instances,
to the Club Membership.
Committees meet for specific purposes
to discuss ideas, make plans and
recommendations.

Board Meetings:
The board guides the Club through groupthinking. Group-thinking should reflect the
opinions of all board Members.
Matters which do not require a vote of the
membership are the responsibility of the board.
The board controls and manages the Club’s
activities, determines all policies, accepts new
Members, disciplines Members and generally
supervises the affairs of the Club.
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This true
story
begins at
6:30 p.m.
on Friday,
August
15, 2014
and ends
less than
24 hours
later with a
brand new
Club in the
Georgia
District
holding
its charter
meeting.

Ya Ya Sisterhood

Th e Divi n e S e c r e t B ui l d o f t h e

Op t imi s t C l ub

By Sandy MacKay, Optimist Club of Athens-University, Georgia

Friday, August 15, 2014 – 6:30 p.m.

On a sultry summer evening on St. Simon’s Island,
Georgia, the Georgia District was in the midst of its
Executive Board meeting when the subject of new
Club building and membership came up. Past Optimist
International President Jack Creswell – who happened to
be visiting the convention with his wife, the newly-elected
Member of the Optimist International Board of Directors,
Sue Creswell – issued a challenge to the Georgia District.
His challenge was that whoever could bring in a new
Club, with at least 20 Members, before the end of the
Optimist year could spend a weekend with him and Sue
in Reading, Pennsylvania, their home town.
Little did Jack know the challenge would be accepted!
Joey Richardson and Anita Still began to talk about
new ideas to build a non-traditional Club to serve the
entire State of Georgia. Through their conversation,
ideas grew and flourished. But where would the new
Members come from? We have non-nembers who
attend our conferences and conventions that want to be
involved but didn’t want to belong to a traditional Club;
they want to help but are not quite sure how.
Here’s how – The Ya Ya Sisterhood Optimist Club – a
non-traditional, unconventional all-female Sisterhood of
Optimists.

8 • The Optimist

Joey and Anita talked to Rose; Rose talked to Mary; Mary talked
to Sandy – the list of charter Members started to grow. And it
continued to grow by leaps and bounds.

At 7:30 Friday evening, we had 10 charter
Members already!
At 9:30 Friday night, several charter Members met with New
Club Building Chair Johnny Young to make sure we could build
the Club in our time frame. If we could get the Members, we
could build the Club.

At 9:00 Saturday morning, we had 25 charter
Members.
The Sisterhood was growing. We talked to Members; we talked
to non-members, wives, significant others, daughters, friends;
we talked to anyone who would listen.
2013-14 Governor Hal Sewell, and most of the men, had no
idea what was going on – it was, after all, the Georgia District
Convention and we should be about our Optimist duties. And we
were – classes were taken, boardwalk booths were attended to,
tours were conducted – all was well with the District Convention.

By 2:00 Saturday afternoon, we had our 15
new Members required to bring in a new Club.
They brought our total to 28.

[Members of the Ya Ya Sisterhood Optimist Club — complete with tiaras.]

With a whirlwind of paperwork flying around – all sorts of new
Club paperwork, applications, and money – excitement was
growing! We were almost not able to contain ourselves.

banquet started. Governor Hal picked up the napkin Rose had
handed him earlier and wiped the tears of joy from his eyes.
With a catch in his voice, he said “It truly is a wonderful life!”

By 4:00, we had 35 Members and the group
was still growing.

The crowd was stunned by what the Ya Yas had done. There
was lots of excitement, lots of smiles and laughter and many
tears of happiness. The Georgia District is proud of its new Club!

At 6:00 Saturday evening, the charter meeting of the Ya
Ya Sisterhood Optimist Club was held. Sue Creswell, the
visiting International representative, oversaw the meeting.
Sue made sure applications and initiation fees were collected.
With contagious excitement, Sue joined the Sisterhood. Our
friends, Essie and Katherine, from the Tennessee District
joined as well – 41 women in total. Four officers and 6 board
Members were elected. Every Ya Ya was given her tiara and
we were off to the Governor’s banquet.

The song “Celebration” by Kool and the Gang began to play
and the Ya Yas danced in a line around the room giving highfives to the crowd. We had so many Charter Members in that
room that no one knew where the line began or ended. We
we’re one big circle – a sisterhood ready to do good work for
the Georgia District.

At 7:15, the banquet started with over 110
people in attendance. Governor Hal still had no

Sunday morning, Jack Creswell installed the newly-

idea of what was about to happen. He was told the agenda
had a few changes, just to go with it and not to worry about
anything. The Ya Yas were ready to take over his banquet.

It was 8:30 and the Governor’s Luau
banquet was well under way. Dinner had been

eaten, awards had been given out, officers had been installed,
remarks had been made when Conference and Convention
Chair Rose Kohler gave a clean napkin to Governor Hal and
told him to hold on to it, he was going to need it. Rose and
New Club Building Chair, Johnny Young, went to the podium
and began talking about Club building. They talked about how
great a new Club would be and wondered what it would take
to bring one in. The Ya Yas in the audience began putting on
their tiaras. Rose told Governor Hal that we had built a Club
in less than 24 hours; that's when all the Ya Yas jumped up,
threw their hands in the air and shouted “YA YA!” He thought
we were kidding. Sue assured him that we were not kidding
and that the Club had indeed chartered just before the

We have Charter Members from Georgia, Tennessee,
Pennsylvania and Alabama. This was totally amazing!

elected officers and Board Members – President Joey
Richardson, Vice President Rose Kohler, Secretary Anita
Still, Treasurer Mary Still, Board Members Mary Abate, Kathy
Forster, Gwen Gable, Sandy MacKay, Cathy Robinson, and
Jodi Smith; then installed all 49 charter Members of the Ya Ya
Sisterhood Optimist Club.
The Ya Ya Sisterhood Optimist Club will hold Club meetings
at the District conferences and convention. At each location,
the Club will do a service project that is needed in the area.
For example, we are looking at Eagle Ranch Children’s Home
– a home for boys and girls in crisis and in need of hope and
healing – as our first project.
Eagle Ranch is one of Georgia’s largest homes for children in
crisis, serving North Georgia and Metro Atlanta since 1985,
providing a home, counseling and education for nearly 70
boys and girls on a 270-acre campus.
This Optimist Sisterhood was conceived, built and chartered
in less than 24 hours. Are you ready to build your Club?
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Youngest
Arizona

District Club

President in History

KidZ Partnering:

A Non-traditional, Multi-age JOOI Club

[By Deborah Harney,
Academy Optimist Club
of Colorado Springs,
Colorado]

Article provided by Jim Smith, Arizona District Bulletin Editor.

For many Arizona Optimists, especially in Tucson,
the name Kristopher “KJ” Adams generates
images of a young boy growing up in an Optimist
family. Joining the Pueblo Optimist Club was a
priority when he became 18.
KJ turned 20 last
September and 18 days
later became President
of the Pueblo Club and
the youngest president
of any Club in Arizona
District history.
Surprised when asked
to be president, KJ
emphatically stated that
he “wants be a good
president” and says the
entire Pueblo Optimist
Club has indicated they
want to work with him
to assure a successful
year. KJ adds that he was “Stunned for a few seconds” when
asked to be president but then responded “sure.”
KJ immersed himself to prepare for his year by attending the
Optimist International Convention in Las
Vegas last summer and the Arizona
District Convention this fall. He

observed that the training sessions for Presidents-Elect gave
him “good insight and opened his eyes to the importance
and impact of Optimist Clubs” in communities and the
world. Among KJ’s personal and Club goals for the year is to
organize a new Optimist Club of his peers, primarily those 30
and younger.
Optimism has been
part of KJ’s life for
many years. His dad,
Willard, is a longtime
active Member of
the Pueblo Club
and has served as
Club President and
Lieutenant Governor.
His mom, Debbie, is
also a Member of the
Club. KJ remembers
being at Optimist
meetings or projects
when he was seven
or eight years old. He
says he knew what
they were doing but didn’t’ fully understand the concept.
KJ and several youthful presidents were recognized by
International President Ken Garner during the International
Convention as evidence that young people are willing to step
forward as Members and leaders to enable Optimism to
continue to Bring Out the Best in Kids.

[KJ Adams adds another generation to the Adams family’s commitment to serve by
joining his father, Willard Adams, as a president of the Pueblo-Tucson, Arizona Club.]

The Future Is Now!

KJ Adams and Jessica Von Fange, 20,
who became President of the Optimist
Club of Wayne, Nebraska after serving
as the JOOI Governor in Nebraska.
They were two of the “youthful” Club
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officers at the Optimist International
Convention in Las Vegas this past
summer recognized by International
President Ken Garner who joined his
first Club at the age of 25.

[KidZ Partnering Installation Joann Carol Booth, Academy Optimist Club, stands
behind podium at the JOOI Club’s charter meeting. Photo by Sr. Jeannette Kneifel, OSF.]
KidZ Partnering is a non-traditional JOOI Club with a multiage composition much like that of the early one-room
schoolhouse: The older children are role models for the
younger ones by looking after their development and growth.
The Club came about as the brainchild of Joann Carol Booth
of the Academy Optimist Club of Colorado Springs, Colorado.
What is most significant about establishing this Club with an
at-risk group of children is that the likelihood for success and
for continuity of membership is often low. Nevertheless, the
Club began with about a dozen children and has grown to 30
Members!
The mothers of the children of KidZ Partnering belong to
a network of women called Women Partnering, a ministry
sponsored and supported by the Sisters of St. Francis of
Colorado Springs along with other ecumenical and secular
groups whose goal is to help financially vulnerable women and
children move toward economic sustainability by responding to
their unmet needs. As a Member of the network, each woman
works her own holistic Individual Development Plan for the
benefit of herself and her children.
As a Board Member of both the Academy Optimist Club and
Women Partnering, co-chair of AOC JOOI Clubs, and with her
experience working with elementary JOOI Clubs, Carol saw
the need for children to have their own group and saw a good
fit to satisfy that need by establishing the KidZ Partnering JOOI
Club. Despite performing well in school, the circumstances
of these children are such that they would be highly unlikely
to join groups at their schools and benefit from that type of
growth, development, and confidence.
Booth had the vision to see the benefits of a JOOI Club for
the growth and development of these children, was not
deterred by the complexity and unusual structure of forming
such a non-traditional, multi-age JOOI Club, and exhibited
the requisite resilience and persistence to adhere to her goal.
She first spearheaded a partnership between the Academy
Optimist Club and Women Partnering on behalf of the children,

a common focus between the two groups. After obtaining
approvals from three organizations -- the Academy Optimist
Club, the Women Partnering mothers, and Sr. Jeannette
Kneifel, OSF, Women Partnering President/CEO -- Carol began
the approval process with Optimist International.
Since the KidZ Partnering JOOI Club charter was received in
May 2013, Carol has conducted numerous monthly meetings
with children regarding Optimist JOOI Club essentials: How
organizations are formed and meetings conducted; writing
Club bylaws, nominating officers, the roles of various officers,
conducting elections, brainstorming to devise service projects,
coming together to carry them out, and realizing what they can
do for themselves and others. She affirms, “These children are
now learning great knowledge and skills which will empower
them to achieve their future dreams.”
Carol solicited and also provided personal funding so the
children of KidZ Partnering would have their own Club t-shirts
and could proudly wear them to their meetings, and especially to
their installation ceremony.
Along with a photo of the installation of children into the Kidz
Partnering JOOI Club wearing their bright blue t-shirts, the
Spring 2014 Women Partnering Newsletter provides insight
into how momentous this Club has been for these children and
their mothers:

"

The impressive ceremony brought
joy and tears to the children and their
mothers and to the staff and volunteers
of Women Partnering. This was followed
by the installation of the officers for the
children’s Club... The spirit of the event
can be summarized by a statement
made by one of the boys, ‘I am so
happy. I now belong to something.

"
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Standing Tall for

the Kids

By Lynn Twocock, Garden City Optimist Club of St. Catharines, Ontario

The Garden City
Optimist Club of St.
Catharines, Ontario,
took the 2013-14
Governor’s challenge
to our Central Ontario
District to obtain
giraffes for the children.
These at first could be
any giraffe and then
they migrated toward
stuffed giraffes. Gov.
TTT (too tall Ted as
he is known to us)
took the giraffe as his
motto to “Stand Tall
For Kids” this last year.
Our Club Members
started to purchase
giraffes, some plastic,
some stuffed and even
some from Florida via
a vacationing Member.
Then after Christmas
our President brought
forth the idea to make
giraffe hand puppets
for the autistic children.
She had had some
experience with
puppets helping the
child to speak and
communicate. She
visited the Niagara
Children’s Centre and
spoke to the speech
therapy department
which indicated they
would be very happy to
have giraffe puppets.
Thus launched our next
phase of the project.
12 • The Optimist

Creed
Touches
Medical Students’ Lives

Throughout the rural city of
Lebanon, Oregon, the Optimist
Creed can be found displayed in
restaurants, stores, primary schools,
and the local medical school.
complete in the McDaniel
Anatomy Lab. He spreads
our message throughout the
community and throughout the
entire state of Oregon.”

Western University of Health
Sciences’ College of Osteopathic
Medicine of the Pacific-Northwest
(COMP-Northwest) calls the small
town home. Training more than
400 student-doctors each year, the
College will graduate its first class of
100 physicians in June 2015.
[Club Members Marilyn Pettit and Donna England with Children’s Centre
School Principal Staci Whittle and students Summer and Kaleb.]

We bought fabric with markings like a giraffe on it, as well as cord
for the antlers and collected alternate fabric for the mouth. We used
felt for part of the eyes and one Member searched the internet and
ordered the safety eyes for the puppets. Another Member found
hand puppet patterns on the internet and our President adapted this
to a giraffe and we started the cut out of 53 giraffes. Our President,
a tailor, sewed the giraffes and we made a date for a group of us to
put eyes and noses on the puppets. We had a few laughs doing the
“nose jobs” and putting the eyes in the giraffes.
Mission accomplished and our puppets complete we brought them
all to our summer Bar BQ so all our Members could see the finished
project and have a play evening with them.
In all we presented 53 hand puppets to the Children’s Centre and
11 toy giraffes to the children’s ward at the St. Catharine’s General
Hospital.
We all had fun and feel the children have benefited by this challenge.

In 2013, Jim McDaniel led the
incoming medical students in
their pledge of commitment. He
provided each of the students
with a business card sized copy
of the students’ pledge on one
side, and the Optimist Creed on
the other.

The Creed is displayed with pride on
a large glass plaque in the college’s
main hallway, thanks to a donation
from long-time Lebanon Optimist
Club Members Jim and Heather
McDaniel.

"

I spread the Creed
wherever I can; it’s on
the back of my business
card,” said Jim McDaniel.
“I think it’s important for the
students to get a chance
to read that, it just makes
them have a better day
or keep it in perspective.
They have a very important
job they are preparing
themselves for.

"

The McDaniel family has been a
benefactor of COMP-Northwest
where the anatomy lab at the College

“I think it’s fair to say, while I’ve
never achieved a whole day of
living the Optimist Creed, I am
optimistic every day that I will,”
McDaniel said.
McDaniel was the first Member
of the Lebanon Optimist Club
when it formed in 1970, and was
also the Club’s first speaker.
is named after Jim McDaniel.
“Jim and Heather are tremendous
supporters of COMP-Northwest,” said
Paula M. Crone, Dean of COMP and
COMP-Northwest. “Jim is truly an
ambassador to Dr. Brion Benninger
and the work his research students

[TOP PHOTO: The Optimist
Creed displayed at the
Western University of
Health Sciences’ College of
Osteopathic Medicine of the
Pacific-Northwest.]
[MIDDLE PHOTO: Jim and
Heather McDaniel]
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Reel OPTIMISM

Bring Out the Best in Your Club in the 2015

The 2015 Reel
Optimism contest
asks your Club to
create either a 30
second clip or a
Club showcase
video that finishes
the sentence,
“Optimists
Bring Out THE
BEST…” Based
on the growth of
last year’s Club
video contest,
Reel Optimism
is expanding
to include
four separate
categories and
to allow JOOI
Clubs the chance
to submit an
entry. Plus, a
new web-based
submissions
hub and voting
platform will
allow Members
and the general
public to view
entries, share
via social media
and vote on their
favorite videos.
Start planning
and filming your
Club’s video now!

C o n t e s t

>
• 30 Second Challenge – a short piece about how
Optimists Bring Out THE BEST in you, your Club, your
community, etc.
• Club Showcase – a feature video (3 minutes
or less) highlighting your Club’s community event,
project, fundraiser or other activity.
• 30 Second Youth Challenge - a short piece about
how Optimists Bring Out THE BEST in you, your JOOI
Club, your community, etc.
• Youth Club Showcase – a feature video (3 minutes
or less) highlighting your JOOI Club’s community
event, project, fundraiser or other activity.
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2015 Contest Schedule

2015 Contest Categories
Club grant prizes will be
awarded for THE BEST
Overall Award in addition
to top videos in each of the
four categories. Grants
are provided by Optimist
International, the Optimist
E International Foundation
and the Canadian Children’s
Optimist Foundation.

• February 15-April 15: Members and
Clubs submit videos following submission
guidelines.
• May 1: Finalists in each category will be
announced. Voting open to the public.
• May 15: Public voting ends.
• July 5-11: Winners announced during
2015 JOOI Convention and International
Convention in New Orleans.

Entries will be judged and
nominated as finalists based on
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Club name included in video
Explanation and utilization of theme
Use of imagery and visual effects
Creativity
Storyline and flow
Use of time
Name of project clearly stated

More details: www.optimist.org/ReelOptimism
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Back By
Popular
Demand

Optimist Leadership
Summits for 2015

[Trainers featured at Leadership Summits: Mark Weinsoff,
Jan Oord Graves, Paula Reyling, Nick Prillaman, President
Ken Garner and Stephanie Monschein]
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Summit Training Topics
Include All New Content:
“The Servant Leader”

Optimist International
is proud to introduce
its 2015 Leadership
Summits. You are
invited to join us for
this exciting program
developed for Optimist
leaders, leaders of
volunteer or charitable
organizations, business
owners, corporate
managers, department
heads, and frontline employees. This
intense, one-day
training experience
will provide you with
the knowledge, skills,
and abilities necessary
to lead a relevant and
thriving organization.
Each summit will
offer energetic and
inspiring trainers that
will provide training and
skills building exercises
designed to help each
participant become
a better leader and
improve the operation
of their business or
organization.
Optimists are encouraged to
attend and invite non-Optimists
from the business community
to participate in this exceptional
program. There are nine summits
planned for the second and third
quarters of this Optimist year
in major cities, geographically
located to accommodate a
majority of Optimist Members.

>>

“Communication Styles”
“Leading and Implementing
Change and Innovation”
“Raving Customers—How to Win
and Keep Customers”
“The Five Stages of Leadership”
“How to Dress Like a Leader in
any Work Environment”
“The Five Stages of Team”
“How to Present and Sell Yourself
in Today’s Competitive Market”
“Optimism as a Philosophy of
Leadership”

They Are Affordable
The registration fee for each is $25 for
Members and $50 for non-members
(including lunch). This is a great value for a
day of instruction from professional trainers.

Strategically Located
February 21 Anaheim, California
February 28 San Antonio, Texas
March 7 Tampa, Florida
March 21 Nashville, Tennessee
March 28 Virginia Beach, Virginia
April 18 Trois-Rivieres, Quebec
April 25 Kansas City, Missouri
May 16 Minneapolis, Minnesota
May 30 Detroit, Michigan
Contact the Leadership Development
department by calling 800-500-8130 or at
leadership@optimist.org.
Have Questions? Contact the Leadership Development department
by calling 800-500-8130 or at leadership@optimist.org.
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97th annual Convention

Network • Learn • Collaborate • Train • Explore • Exhibits • FellowshiP • FUN!

Tuesday, July 7:

FRIday,
July 10:

Vice President-elect and Governor-elect Training

2015-2016 International
President Breakfast

Wednesday, July 8:

All new Club Presidents and
Lieutenant Governors are
invited to have breakfast
with 2015-2016 International
President Dave Bruns.
Tickets must be purchased
in advance to attend.

Club Trainer Class and District Foundation
Representative Training
Registration and Credentials OPEN

Thursday, July 9:

July 9-11, 2015
This year’s International Convention will take place
in New Orleans, Louisiana (NOLA), a vibrant vacation
destination, ranked number 5 in TripAdvisor’s 6th annual
Travelers’ Choice Awards for Destinations in 2014.
Book Your Reservations Now!
Experience the best of the Crescent City in a spacious guestroom with a view,
take a stroll down Bourbon Street for some entertainment, and savor local
specialties at Drago’s Seafood Restaurant. With plenty of amenities and things
to do, Riverside is the ultimate in New Orleans accommodations and just 20
minutes from Louis Armstrong International Airport.
The sleeping room rates start at $109 per night (plus taxes & fees) for up to
two people and each additional person is an additional $20 (plus taxes & fees).
Sleeping rooms with king beds are limited to a maximum of three people per
room. Upgrades are available. Room rates include complimentary basic internet.
To book your reservation and for more information on room types and upgrades
available, including photos, go to the housing section of the convention page at
www.optimsit.org/convetnion or call (800) 445-8667 or (504) 584-3959. When
calling, remember to mention the group name “Optimist International”
and confirm the hotel “Hilton New Orleans Riverside”, the dates and the
rates. As long as there are sleeping rooms available, the deadline to make your
reservation is June 17, 2015.

Please note: Self-parking is available at the hotel for overnight guests at the
rate of $35 (plus tax – subject to change) per day.
If you check-out prior to your reserved check-out date, the hotel will add a
$90 early checkout fee (plus taxes & fees) to your account. To avoid an early
checkout fee, advise the hotel at or before you check-in of any change in
planned length of stay. Room rates include complimentary internet.

Talk all you want about what New Orleans has to offer; when it comes down
to it, the 97th annual Convention will be about one thing – Optimism!
18 • The Optimist

House of Optimism (exhibits)

Appreciation Luncheon

The place to be to pick up that perfect
Club project or fundraising idea and feel the
fellowship.

MASKED MARDI GRAS
THEME

First Timers’ Orientation
Not sure what to expect? Then be sure to attend
the First Timers Orientation. This session is open
to everybody - you do not have to be a First
Timer to attend!"

DISTRICT CHAIRS, CLUB LEADERS AND
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
Want to start the Optimist year off on the right foot?
There’s no better way to make sure you, your District
and Club is prepared than attending the dynamic
training at the International Convention.

Opening Ceremonies

SATURday, July 11:

OLD TIMERS’/FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST
Everyone is welcome! What better way to start off
your day than with a hearty breakfast and a lot of
laughs? Join the Past International Presidents, some
of the organization’s most revered legends, and enjoy
the live entertainment.

Business Sessions
ATTIRE: BUSINESS
Arguably the most informational aspect of the entire
Optimist Convention. Here’s your chance to have
your voice heard by voting on issues that will shape
the future of Optimism. It’s also the best time to find
out what’s going on throughout the organization.

ATTIRE: BUSINESS

Presidential Banquet/Ball

Join First Lady Patsy Garner
along with other Past First
Ladies and current leaders’
spouses to honor Members,
spouses and guests
who continue to support
Optimism in every way.

Western Theme

Back-to-School
Workshops
These highly acclaimed
training sessions alone are
worth the trip and will help
YOU and YOUR CLUB
succeed.

Attire: Formal Event – Boots & Bling!
Come and celebrate 97 years of Optimism by joining
President Ken Garner and First Lady Patsy for
this gala event. Remember to purchase coupons
in advance for the banquet and look forward to a
splendid night of dinner, entertainment and dancing.

Youth Program
Optimist International Convention Committee Chair and
Coordinators are making plans for great things to happen
at the Convention in New Orleans July 9-11 including a
youth talent show for our children and grandchildren!

Attire: Business
Truly a “can’t miss” event for any Optimist!
Entertainment by Louisiana’s own, Louisiana
Kids, the Parade of Flags and singing of the
National Anthem will send chills down your spine,
and International President Ken Garner will be
there to encourage you to continue Bringing Out
THE BEST In Kids!

REGISTER

You can register online or download the form at
www.optimist.org/convention. Save money by
registering by May 1, the “early-bird” deadline.

Top Five Reasons to attend the 2015 Convention
#1 Training! This is an opportunity
for District and Club Officers to attend
leadership seminars, which are all
included in the cost of registration.
Workshops will be conducted on a
variety of topics to educate you on many
areas of interest within the organization
and provide the chance for personal
development. “I attend the workshops
to increase my skill level and confidence
in my ability to lead” Laurel Schirmer,
Optimist Club of Sheboygan, Wisconsin.
#2 Optimist camaraderie!

This year’s International Convention will
offer a great opportunity to network and
meet hundreds of dear friends who all

share the same Mission: By providing
hope and positive vision, Optimists bring
out the best in kids.

#3 NOLA!

The 3-day conference
schedule allows time to come early or
stay after to experience the excitement
of the city.

#4 Prepare!

Club officers benefit
by learning how to prepare budgets,
appoint committees and file reports on
time. Learn more about the little things
that will help make the year a successful
one for your Club or District.

#5 Expand your horizons

Refresh your Optimist Supplies and learn
new fundraising and project ideas! This
will give you the chance to brainstorm
and practice teamwork with your fellow
Optimists. You are sure to hear a wide
variety of new and unique ideas to share
with your Club.

If you have any questions or concerns
about the International Convention, contact the Events and Travel department at
800-500-8130 or convention@optimist.org.
And be sure to visit the convention page
of the website frequently for updates at
www.optimist.org/convention.
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OPtimist Junior Golf Brings Together

Many golfers competing in the Optimist Junior
Golf tournaments possess the potential to become
leading collegiate and professional players

n

Some of our more recent Optimist Junior Golf Championship
participants are now on the PGA Tour and LPGA Tour.
Former champions and top finishers of the Optimist
International Junior Golf Championships include Lexi
Thompson, Jason Day, Beth Bauer, Jonathan Byrd,
Bubba Dickerson, Brittany Lincicome, Jeff Overton, Stacy
Prammanasudh and Jennifer Rosales.
REASONS GOLFERS PLAY IN OUR QUALIFIERS TO ADVANCE
TO THE CHAMPIONSHIPS
• One of the top International Junior Golf Tournaments in the
world
• Ranked by JuniorGolf Scoreboard, Golfweek, Amateur Golf
World Ranking and included in the AJGA “Performance Based
Entry Process”
• Over 30 college coaches attend and recruit
• Compete against golfers from all over the world
WHAT MAKES US UNIQUE AND DIFFERENT FROM OTHER
TOURNAMENTS
Parents and Optimist Members may not realize the value in
registering a child in a tournament. The tournament registration
fee is only $720.00 per golfer ($650.00 for District Winners),
which includes:
• Tournament entry fee
• Golf (practice round and tournament rounds)
• Five nights lodging
• Five breakfasts and four dinners
• Access to all special events including glow ball, long-drive
competition, educational seminar and video arcade room
**Additional fees will apply for parents/guests**
Are you interested in getting involved? Contact your District Junior
Golf Chair today and help sponsor a player for a trip to Florida.
If you are looking for Junior Golf fundraising ideas or have ideas
to share, please contact Optimist Junior Golf Staff by calling
800.500-8130 ext. 207.
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OPTIMIST JUNIOR GOLF TOUR 2015
Junior Golf Tour Events in 2015 are in addition to the 56 Optimist Qualifiers:
• Greg Norman Champion Golf Academy Open -- Myrtle Beach, South Carolina -February 20-22, 2015
• WaterChase Golf Club, Fort Worth, Texas -- March 14-15, 2015
• Core Golf Academy Open, Orange County National -- Orlando, Florida -April 2-4, 2015
Information on all tournaments is available on the online at golf.optimist.org

2015
JOOI
C on v en t ion
The 2015 JOOI Convention
will be held in New Orleans,
Louisiana on July 6-8.
Registration for adults and
youth is $199 (lunches and
dinners included). Hotel
reservations can be made
at the Hilton Riverside, New
Orleans, LA. To book your
reservation or for more
information on room types
and upgrades available,
please call (800) 445-8667
or (504) 584-3959. When
calling, remember to mention
the dates and group name
"Junior Optimist Octagon
International."

As long as there are sleeping rooms available, the
deadline to make your reservation is June 17, 2015.

As of October 1, 2014, Shumsky is the official supplier for all Clubs in the United States and the Caribbean. Shumsky provides a fresh
perspective on how branded items, promotional products and custom-developed ideas can be used to bring out the best in your Club
needs. For details, visit Shumsky's new Optimist International supplier at www.shumskyideas.com/optimist or call (877) 678-2582.
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The Canadian Children’s
Optimist Foundation

responds to the call

Academy Class to be Selected

Optimist International is looking for "the best of the best" in leadership
for selection to the 2015 Optimist International Leadership Academy.
Highly successful Club and District leaders who demonstrate exceptional
leadership skills will be selected to attend. During this one-day program,
to be held the day after the International Convention in New Orleans, the
selectees will participate in a series of exercises and workshops designed
to allow them to share and learn successful leadership skills and practices.

Selection will be determined by demonstrated leadership skills and
recommendations from the International President, International Vice
Presidents, other Optimist leaders and Optimist International staff.
Recommended candidates will be submitted to a special committee
with Members from both the Candidate Qualifications committee and
the Leadership Development Committee for final selection. Selectees will
receive a free registration and a one-day per diem to attend the Academy.
Members of the Academy will be recognized on stage during the
convention and receive a special lapel pin. Academy graduates will be a
source for future Optimist International leadership roles and positions. If
you are one of "the best of the best," or know someone who is, make
sure a recommendation is forwarded to leadership@optimist.org.

If you were a
Member of one
of the first two
Optimist Leadership
Academy classes
plan to attend
the New Orleans
Convention where
a special gathering
will be held to find
out what affect the
Academy has had
on you. Details will
be sent to each of
you soon.

}

The project lasted nine weeks (June
25 to August 21, 2014). The activities
were offered to youths lodging in both
CJQ-IU rehabilitation centres, that is, at
the Gouvernail in Beauport and l’Escale,
in Cap-Rouge. The project also served
youths from the different group homes.
In total, close to 100 youths benefited
from the project and a dozen or so of
these youths are of a different ethnic
background. Youths are aged seven to
nineteen. The regular activities offered
on a weekly basis were: workout,
weight training, multisport l'Escale,
multisport Gouvernail, and swimming
pool activities. Special activities called
"outdoors activities" were also offered in
the different CJQ-IU services.

Optimist Leadership

}

With the help of its numerous donators,
the Optimist Club of University of Laval
conducted the Physical Education
Project this summer for a second
year in a row. This project aims to
promote a healthy lifestyle, well-being
and physical activity. During the entire
summer period, various physical
activities were offered to youths lodging
at the Centre jeunesse de Québec –
Institut universitaire (CJQ-IU). These
activities were planned and led by Laval
University students with a background
in teaching physical education or
kinesiology. A special focus was
placed on discovering new sports and
practicing outdoor activities.

Pierre-Luc Daigle
President of O.C of Laval University

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation
District

		

Representative Average

Contribution Per Member

AMS&NW				Doug Kirby			

$38.13

Pacific Northwest				

Peter Smith			

$23.67

Dakota-Manitoba-Minnesota		

Jo-Anne Pelzer			

$21.30

District

Representative

Total Contributions

		

		

AMS&NW				Doug Kirby			

$33,871.90

Central Ontario				Tom & Carilyn McNaught		

$21,747.86

Central Quebec				Claude Duhamel			

$21,448.90
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Welcome

New Members help Clubs reach more children and provide service to
their communities. They lighten the workload, bring new ideas and
make activities more fun. Plus, they help ensure a brighter future for
their Club. Here are a few of the newest Optimists.

New Optimist Members
SHANNON STAFSLIEN Optimist Club of Sakakawea Area,

North Dakota

Occupation: Marketing/TV Ad Sales
Reason for Joining: For several years I had been “looking” for an opportunity to
take part in a club/organization that shared similar values and focused on community
when Jean (our Club President) approached me. I took home the pamphlet and looked
into Optimist International. After learning about the projects and realizing that they
focused on the youth of their communities, I decided to join. Since joining, I have met
great, fun people with great attitudes who are willing to take time out of their busy
schedules to participate.
Favorite Line from the Optimist Creed: To look at the sunny side of everything
and make your optimism come true.
Greatest Thing about Being an Optimist: To be given the opportunity to make
the difference in a child’s life as well as the community.
Goal: To help organize and establish a yearly event to raise money for the Beads for
Bravery program.
Fun Fact: I love to travel and meet people.

BRON AUSTIN DEAL Optimist Club of Collin County, Texas
Occupation: Business Owner
Reason for Joining: I had the pleasure of being in a JOOI Club while in high school.
With the persistence of Sandy Larivee, Patsy Garner and Margaret Davis, in 2014 I
was ready to build a new Club in Frisco, Texas, where I live. We chartered our Club,
the Optimist Club of Collin County, on May 1, 2014. I joined to bring the movement of
service to a new community because it’s a cause I believe in.
Favorite Line from the Optimist Creed: To be too large for worry, too noble for
anger, too strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.
Greatest Thing about Being an Optimist: The opportunity to serve kids with
like-minded people.
Goal: Our Club has many goals including building six JOOI Clubs and two adult Clubs
over the next couple of years. By giving back to the community and bringing out the
best in kids, our goal is to raise awareness of what Optimists do.
Fun Fact: I am in the finishing stages of writing my first fiction novel, “Letters From My Heart.”

AmazonSmile
There is a quick and easy
way to support Optimist
International Foundation when
you shop at Amazon.com. The
Foundation is participating in the
AmazonSmile program. Every
time you shop, AmazonSmile will
donate 0.5% of the purchase
price to the Foundation.

After you register on AmazonSmile, your Amazon online
shopping will remain the same. The only difference is
that you start shopping by going to smile.amazon.com
instead of amazon.com. If you have any questions about
AmazonSmile, please contact the Foundation office.

On your first visit to smile.amazon.com,
search for Optimist International Foundation.
Select the Foundation as your charitable
organization to receive donations before you
begin shopping. Every eligible purchase
you make on AmazonSmile will result in a
donation towards the Foundation’s mission of

“Helping Optimist Help Kids!”

ALANA PATRICE ALLEYNE Optimist Club of Bridgetown, Barbados

Occupation: Attorney-at-Law
Reason for Joining: As a secondary school student I acted as vice president of
the school’s JOOI Club. This helped to strengthen my leadership, interpersonal and
time management skills. It also afforded me the opportunity to interact with my peers
outside of the classroom. As a result, I decided that on completion of my legal studies,
I wanted to join an Optimist Club. A few weeks after I was called to the bar in Barbados
I attended a business meeting of the Optimist Club of Bridgetown and I have been
attending ever since.
Favorite Line from the Optimist Creed: To forget the mistakes of the past and
press on to the greater achievements of the future.
Greatest Thing about Being an Optimist: Joining with persons from many
different walks of life to work toward achieving the common goal of “Bringing Out the
Best in Children.”
Goal: To help as many children as I can to reach their full potential in life; to overcome
obstacles, such as poverty, which might hinder their progress
Fun Fact: When I was growing up I wanted to be a professional ballet dancer.
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Optimists believe the best way to Bring Out
the Best in Kids is through positive action.

MAY 2015

#OptimistsInAction www.optimist.org/Action

Make a Difference. Take Action!
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100 Years Ago: The Seeds of Optimism Are Planted
The Club’s historian reported in
1915 that the Club “has become

strong because it is modern.
The day of cooperation is at
hand and an organization
founded on principles
of mutual benefit and
cooperation is following the
lines of true efficiency. Today,
the mother organization in
Buffalo has two offspring,
one in Rochester and one
in Syracuse. To become a
national organization is merely
to go on as we are in these
three cities, as our momentum
is not to be denied.”
By Dennis Osterwisch
[The 15 Original Members of the Optimist Club of Indianapolis: 1916.]

While Optimist
International looks forward
to celebrating its 100th
anniversary in just four
more years, the seeds
that would become
our organization were
planted several years
earlier. Early historical
records indicate there
were diverse community
organizations calling
themselves Optimist Clubs
in the United States and
Canada even before 1900.
One was in California. Its
Members were young men
of the Methodist Episcopal
church who selected
“Optimist Club” to identify
their group-within-a-group.
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One of the earliest and apparently
most successful among those
isolated Optimist Clubs was
organized in Cincinnati in 1895
as the Queen City Optimists
Club. Its Members included men
who figured prominently in the
civic life of that city before the
turn of the century.
On November 11, 1905, the 129
Members of the Optimists Club
of Chicago held their first annual
banquet. Little is known about
that group other than it consisted
of men both affluent and capable
of enjoying the good things of life
for theirs was a lavish banquet
even by today’s standards. Their
six course feast featured “Roast
Filet of Beef Aux Champignons.”

They also must have had an
admirable capacity for oratory,
too, for the program lists no
less than 14 speakers. And that
does not include the campaign
remarks of six men who had
announced themselves as
“candidates for the directorate.”
If this long ago Chicago group
celebrated its second annual
banquet the following year, the
event is lost in history.
In 1911, a group of five young
businessmen in Buffalo, New
York, organized what they called
the Optimist Club of Buffalo.

Those three Clubs believed that it
was most difficult for them to operate
independently. Soon after building
the Rochester Club they incorporated
as The Optimist Clubs of New York
State. This was the first attempt
toward any unification of Optimist
Clubs.
Meanwhile, in Indianapolis, Indiana,
another group of businessmen sat
down to a lunch at a local hotel for
the purpose of giving birth to what
they thought would be the first
Optimist Club in the world. None of
them had ever heard of the Optimist
Clubs in New York or anywhere
else. So far as they knew, this was
entirely original with them. But it was
through publicity given the efforts to
get the Indianapolis organization off
the ground that the Indiana group
and the New York Clubs learned of
each other’s existence.
In April, 1916, the Optimist Club of
Indianapolis came into being. It was
planned as a dual movement: a local
Club and a national governing body,

The American Optimists Clubs, with
headquarters in Indianapolis.
Before the year was out at least a
half dozen other Optimists Clubs
(as they called themselves) across
the U.S. came to the attention of
the Indiana group. Clubs were
reported in Washington, D.C.; St.
Louis, Missouri; Louisville, Kentucky;
Springfield, Illinois; Denver, Colorado;
and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Acceptance of the new service
Clubs in those cities was so warm
that within a year or two after their
founding most of them consisted of
between 100 and 200 Members.
In May of 1917, the first conference
of the American Optimists Clubs was
held at the “national headquarters”
in Indianapolis. Although delegates
to the conference came without
authority to act on behalf of their
Clubs, the sessions did generate a
new feeling of unity within the group
and the men returned home filled for
the first time with an awareness of
the potential within their grasp.
But time was against them. In that
spring of 1917, the United States
was preparing to enter World War I.
The cost of living bounced upward
17%, rationing of sugar and other
commodities was in effect. An
influenza epidemic swept the nation
killing tens of thousands.
Few were thinking optimistically
that year and few were giving much
serious thought to belonging to
an Optimist Club. The financial
obligations imposed upon the
Clubs by the national organization
and those required for professional
organizers became more difficult for

the existing Clubs to meet.
Here and there were murmurings of
discontent. There was talk in several
of the largest Clubs of secession
from the American Optimists Clubs
and the creation of a national
organization of their own. When
the talk of secession reached a
dangerous point, the Indianapolis
Club took its first stand in the
controversy. Invitations were sent to
all Clubs, disgruntled and satisfied,
to come to Indianapolis for a second
“conference.”
Eleven Clubs were represented at
that meeting in March of 1919, where
an attempt was made to reinvigorate
the idea of a national organization
that would satisfy all. The
representatives first of all changed
the name of their organization to
International Optimist Club and
incorporated under that name in the
State of Indiana.
Next, a full complement of temporary
officers and committees was
selected and empowered to act until
replaced by duly elected authorities.
Finally, and probably the most
significant step, dates were set and
a site named for the organization’s
first national convention. The seed
of Optimist International was now in
the ground and the first results would
bear fruit on June 19 and 20, 1919,
at the first convention in Louisville.
For more about the history of
Optimist International read “Of
Dreams & Deeds” available online
at www.ofdreamsanddeeds.org.
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B. Paid Circulation
1. Paid outside-county mail
2. Paid in-county mail subscriptions

51,885

1. Paid outside-county mail

51,016

0

2. Paid in-county mail subscriptions

0

3. Sales: dealers, carriers, street vendors,

3. Sales: dealers, carriers, street vendors,
counter sales and outside USPS

15,790

counter sales and outside USPS

15,592

4. Paid distribution by other classes

4. Paid distribution by other classes
mailed through USPS	

0

C. Total Paid Circulation

67,675

mailed through USPS
C. Total Paid Circulation

Foundation

GRANTS
The Optimist International
Foundation is accepting
applications for the 2015 Club
Grant Program. Grants will be
awarded to Clubs that start a
new project that impact the
youth in their community. The
Club Grant Program provides
20 matching grants of $500
to Optimist Clubs. In the
2013-2014 Optimist year,
358 Optimists helped over
116,215 children through the
Club Grant Program.

0

{ The Optimist Club of Mansfield, OH used their Club Grant to build a “Friend of Youth”
room in the Little Buckeye Children’s Museum in downtown Mansfield, Ohio. }

Examples of how some of the Optimist Clubs used their grants last year:
• The Crawford County Optimist Club, Arkansas, converted a school bus
into a mobile library
• the Optimist Club of Sissonville, West Virginia, provided middle school
students with personal hygiene kits
• The Breakfast Optimist Club of Clinton, Indiana, implemented a new
leadership program for high school students
• The Optimist Club of San Diego Downtown, California, created a garden
and educated students on the science involved in gardening
• The Optimist Club of Downtown Corpus Christi, Texas,
hosted a Muscular Dystrophy support program

66,608

D. Free Distribution by mail:

D. Free Distribution by mail:
0

1. Outside-county

0

2. In-county

0

2. In-county

0

3. Other classes mailed USPS	

0

3. Other classes mailed

0

4. Outside the mail

3,144

4. Outside the mail

4,220

E. Total Free distribution

3,144

E. Total Free distribution

4,220

F. Total distribution

70,819

F. Total distribution

70,828

G. Copies not distributed

175

G. Copies not distributed

100

70,994I.
95.6%

H. Total

70,928

I. Percent Paid

94%

1. Outside-county

H. Total
Percent Paid

I certify that the statements above are correct and complete. - Dennis Osterwisch, Managing Editor

Fifteen additional Clubs received grants to start new
projects that impacted their community.
Any eligible Optimist Club that has a new project or event
should apply by visiting Optimist International Foundation’s
website at www.oifoundation.org/. Applications must be
received by March 6, 2015.

Any Adult Club served by OIF is eligible to apply as
long as they meet the following guidelines:

D at e s

to

r e m e mb e r :

January 2, 2015

Optimists Strive to Reach PGI Goals
The following
Optimists submitted
their requirements for
achieving Levels VII and
X of the Personal Growth
& Involvement program
between August 6 to
December 9, 2014.
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PGI Level VII Recipients

PGI Level X Recipients

Watonah Epps	AC

Juanita Sanders	SC

Paul Grant

Benny Benson	AZ

INDS

Lestina Potts	SC

Linda Ingersoll

MI

John Grover	SC

Rich Slayton

MI

Lise Pelletier

QC

Watonah Epps	AC
James Weaving	SC

Correction from
Fall 2014 Optimist
The following Optimist
has submitted his
requirements for
achieving Level X of
the Personal Growth &
Involve-ment Program
between April 8 and
August 5, 2014.
- Larry Barbara, SWIS

Applications available online at oifoundation.org
and by fax or mail upon request.

March 6, 2015
Applications are due! Applications must have been
received in the St. Louis office. Please do not
send applications to the Foundation’s P.O. Box.

May 15, 2015
Winners are notified and asked to identify
someone to receive a check at the International
Convention in New Orleans.

• The project must be new to the Club.
• The project must start and finish between April 2015
and March 2016.
• Grants to Clubs will be matching grants, with Clubs
expected to show plans for matching the money and
reporting the results. Clubs will complete follow-up
reports.
• Grants are only for one year.
• Club dues must be current.
• Clubs might consider using the Pass Through
Program to obtain donations from local businesses and
Foundations.
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Donor Listings

This is a record of lifetime accumulation levels achieved
from July 1, 2014 – September 30, 2014 for individuals
and Clubs. This listing is for gifts recorded up to the
deadline date for the printing of The Optimist.

COPPER BENEFACTOR - $100,000
INDIANA NORTH
Gary Addison

Christian D. Larson Partners Membership
563	Candice L. Smith

571

John Thieman

564	Robert L. Fowler

572

Keith Bandy

565	Charles L. Galligher

573	Clarissa M. McDaniel (In Memory)

566

574	Roy J. Tyson

Herbert A. Chameroy

567

James Pekny

575	Curtis R. Todd, Jr.

568

Kathleen F. Manchec

576	Edmund Farfour

569

Nicole Bailey

577

570

Mark Meister

578	Earl G. Hopkins (In Memory)

Val Amaya

Top Ten as of September 30, 2014
District

		

Representative

		

Average Contribution Per Member

Arizona					Sandy Williams			

$58.23

Michigan					

$41.96

Janet Oord Graves		

North Florida				Ric Carvalis			

$26.48

South Florida				David Schmitt			

$21.82

New Mexico-West Texas			Ludwig Bezemek			

$21.08

Tennessee				Essie Johnson			

$20.09

GOLDEN BENEFACTOR - $50,000
MICHIGAN
NEW YORK-NEW ENGLAND

BENEFACTOR - $1,000

David Fulmer

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI

PACIFIC CENTRAL

ARIZONA

Optimist Club of Daphne, AL

Mickey L. Blackburn

Sandra E. Williams

CENTRAL ONTARIO

ARIZONA

IOWA

Optimist Club of Burlington, ON

Optimist Club of Davenport Evening, IA

EST DE L’ONTARIO

MICHIGAN

Yvon Quesnel

Janet Oord Graves

SILVER BENEFACTOR - $25,000

Optimist Club of Kalamazoo-Breakfast, MI

BRONZE BENEFACTOR - $15,000

HONORED BENEFACTOR - $2,500

Optimist Club of Oro Valley, AZ
ARKANSAS
Roy B. Thompson
ILLINOIS
Optimist Club of Granite City, IL

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI

INDIANA NORTH

DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-MINNESOTA

Optimist Club of Huntsville-Evening, AL

Julie Robison

Optimist Club of St. Paul, MN

CAPITAL-VIRGINIA

IOWA

IOWA

Myrtice James-Stevenson

Optimist Club of Burlington, IA

Cynthia L. Barber

DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-MINNESOTA

Optimist Club of Marshalltown, IA

Pat Sechser

Gerri Barnett

KENTUCKY-WEST VIRGINIA

INDIANA NORTH

Optimist Club of Cannonsburg, KY

Optimist Club of New Castle, IN

MARYLAND-SOUTH DELAWARE

INDIANA SOUTH

Optimist Club of Jacksonville, MD

Optimist Club of Fort Branch-South Gibson, IN

NORTH CAROLINA EAST

IOWA

Ronald L. Platt

Optimist Club of Wilson, NC

Optimist Club of Cedar Rapids-Marion, IA

Optimist Club of Detroit-Faith-Hope-& Love, MI

OHIO

MICHIGAN

NEBRASKA

William and Shizuko Able

Barry E. Burnham

Ardis Moody

PACIFIC CENTRAL

Stephen Sucher

Optimist Club of Redwood City, CA

NEW MEXICO-WEST TEXAS

Wilma J. Vanloo

John Barclay

NORTH CAROLINA EAST

NORTH CAROLINA EAST

EMINENT BENEFACTOR - $10,000

Auston and Alice Pusey

MARYLAND-SOUTH DELAWARE
Joanne Paull
Raymond Sheeler
MICHIGAN

Daniel and Barbara Durham

CALIFORNIA SOUTH

NORTH FLORIDA

James Parrotte

Thomas and Doris Naile

Optimist Club of Oceanside-Noon, CA

PACIFIC CENTRAL
Optimist Club of Fresno-Airport, CA

OHIO

NORTH FLORIDA
Harry C. Neal

Oklahoma				Deborah Crall			

$19.77

IOWA

$19.03

SOUTH TEXAS

Jerry P. Stahley

California South				Alma Vinson			

Optimist Club of Davenport-Quad Cities-Morning, IA
NEBRASKA

James M. Rankin

OKLAHOMA

Optimist Club of Minden, NE

TENNESSEE

Curtis Evans

TENNESSEE

Jonida DeVelle Robinson

Essie L. Johnson

Terry Watson

WEST MISSOURI

MIDWESTERN ONTARIO

PACIFIC SOUTHEAST

Total Contributions

Optimist Club of Platte County, MO

Optimist Club of Normanby Township, ON

WISCONSIN NORTH-UPPER MICHIGAN

Elsbeth Palmer-Mills

$143,430.89

SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

Allan S. Jamir

Optimist Club of Aylmer, ON

ALBERTA-MONTANA-SASKATCHEWAN

Maryland-South Delaware			

Michael Weston			

Capital-Virginia				Tomas Shearer			

District

		

Michigan					

Representative

		

Janet Oord Graves		

$18.97
$18.64 		

Arizona 					Sandy Williams			

$50,540.64

North Florida				Ric Carvalis			

$31,905.95

& NORTHERN WYOMING

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Nicole Bailey

COLORADO-WYOMING

Angela Kuderewko

EST DE L’ONTARIO

Optimist Club of Littleton-LUMC, CO

CENTRE DU QUEBEC

Marc Charlebois

DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-MINNESOTA

Johanne Guay

Geraldine Barnett			

$30,601.40

Alabama-Louisiana-Mississippi		

Helen Howard			

$25,875.96

Allen C. Petersen

Ginette Paquette

KANSAS

Colorado-Wyoming			

Philip Perington			

$25,312.80

Claude Duhamel

Ernest and Janice Dyer

CENTRAL ONTARIO

MARYLAND-SOUTH DELAWARE

Hermann Rogalsky

Mark Harris

EST DE L’ONTARIO
Lucie Regimbald

Michael Weston			

$23,225.00

South Florida				David Schmitt			

$22,631.50

MICHIGAN

Tennessee				Essie Johnson			

$21,901.48

NEBRASKA

Kansas					Lawrence Drbal			

$21,586.10
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Donald R. LeGault

DISTINGUISHED BENEFACTOR - $5,000

Iowa					

Maryland-South Delaware			

SOUTH FLORIDA

Dana Monville
Linda Wheeler

Jeffrey L. Kuchenbecker

To learn more about
Optimist International
Foundation and their
Club Grant Program,
please visit page
29.2015 • 31
Winter
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A man was given the job
of painting the white lines
down the middle of a
highway. On his first day,
he painted six miles; the
next day three miles; the
following day less than a
mile. When the foreman
asked the man why he kept
painting less each day, he
replied, “I just can’t do any
better. Each day I keep
getting farther away from
the paint can.”

Mom and dad broke the
news to their 3-year-old
that they were expecting a
second child and that they
would have to move to a
larger house. “That won’t
work,” the child announced.
“He will only follow us.”

A man finally bought a
parrot at an auction after
some very spirited bidding.
“I suppose the bird talks?”
he asked the auctioneer.
“Talks?” was the reply.
“He’s been bidding against
you for the past half hour.”

A father sang his children
to sleep every night until he
overheard his four-year-old
telling his three-year-old
brother, “If you pretend
you’re asleep, he stops.”

For years the man’s wife
complained about her
husband leaving the cap off
the toothpaste. Finally he

decided that it was silly to
go on doing something that
was annoying to her so
he started the practice of
conscientiously replacing
the cap after each brushing.
After about a week his wife
eyed him suspiciously one
morning and asked, “How
come you stopped brushing
your teeth?”

Celebrate our Heritage…

Assure our Future…
Optimist International’s Board of Directors has set a goal of
100,000 Members by the organization’s 100th year (2019).
Your Club is urged to do its part in setting its own goal of

A young boy was helping his
grandfather dig potatoes.
After a while the child began
to tire.
“Grandpa,” he asked
wearily, “whatever made you
bury these things anyway?”

increasing its membership between now and our 100 Year
Anniversary. Help assure that your Club will be “Bringing
Out the Best in Kids” well into the future.

NEW OPTIMISTS WELCOME
NOW programs are one of the
most effective ways to recruit new
Members.

Now is the time to decide how you
will put all those new Members to
work serving the kids.

Now is the time to start planning
when and where you will hold your
Club’s NOW program.

Now is the time for NOW!

Now is the time to decide what kind
of NOW program to hold.

For more information on the
NOW program, contact
membership@optimist.org.

