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Mission Statement
By providing hope and
positive vision, Optimists
bring out the best in kids.

Vision Statement
Optimist International will be
recognized worldwide as the
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values all children and helps them
develop to their full potential.

Purposes of
Optimist International
To develop optimism as a philosophy
of life utilizing the tenets of the
Optimist Creed; To promote an
active interest in good government
and civic affairs; To inspire respect
for the law; To promote patriotism
and work for internatiotnal

accord and friendship among all
people; To aid and encourage
the development of youth, in the
belief that the giving of one’s self
in service to others will advance
the well-being of humankind,
community life and the world.

The Optimist Creed
Promise YourselfTo be so strong that nothing can
disturb your peace of mind. To talk
health, happiness and prosperity
to every person you meet. To
make all your friends feel that
there is something in them. To look
at the sunny side of everything
and make your optimism come
true. To think only of the best, to
work only for the best and to
expect only the best. To be just

magazine@optimist.org
Friends of Optimists
provide a support system
for Clubs and help them
meet challenges and
find opportunities in
their communities.

as enthusiastic about the success
of others as you are about your
own. To forget the mistakes of the
past and press on to the greater
achievements of the future. To
wear a cheerful countenance
at all times and give every living
creature you meet a smile. To give
so much time to the improvement
of yourself that you have no time
to criticize others. To be too large
for worry, too noble for anger, too
strong for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.
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Optimism

Knock, Knock...
Who’s There?

with

A Message From President Ron Huxley

MO

“MOfucious say, Club that struggle,
find answer in new hands and minds.”
This may be a little tongue in cheek,
but it is very true. Many of our Clubs’
leadership are so new to Optimism that
they need help sorting through the
challenges of making a Club successful.
Over the years, there has been a real
disconnect between the need to recruit
new Members and the need to address
deletions in a responsible manner.
I have been an Optimist since 1983 and
there hasn’t been a single year where
membership recruitment was not a
main focus of the organization. That
being said, we still find that many Clubs
put a higher priority on deleting rather
than recruiting. Sure there are reasons,
such as non-dues paying Members or
Members who have moved away or
worse yet, Members who have passed
on before us. We have never hidden the
fact that deletions happen, but the issue
is the lack of a real membership plan
which anticipates the uncontrollable
losses with a means to replace them.
There is no doubt that the leadership
of many Clubs are asking for more
Members, but do not have a plan in place
to effectively recruit those Members. If I
am successful in one small way this year,
it will be to have every Club recognize
that what they do in membership
deletions without equal additions affects
every facet of the organization.
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If your Club is having problems finding
Members to chair activities, or you
can’t find people to fill the seats on
your Board of Directors, then you have
a membership recruiting problem. If
you have been holding onto Members
even though they have disappeared
because you wanted someone to be
honor or distinguished, then you have a
recruiting problem. If you bite the bullet
to straighten out your roster without
providing equal additions for your
deletions, then you have a recruiting
problem. If you think that the Member
sitting next to you has a potential new
Member and that is good enough, then
you have a recruiting problem. The
result of the lack of recruiting is very
simple. We will have fewer people to
raise the money to do the job and fewer
people to put smiles on the faces of the
children we serve.
The Presidential incentive program was
designed to offer support for healthy
recruitment. It was designed to reward
those that are successful in recruiting
with the possibility of winning a $250
grant every quarter towards a Club’s
youth activities. Ask yourself where
your community would be without your
Optimist Club. Ask yourself if you have
made a difference in the life of a child
and ask yourself, “What is my MO?”

is More Fun

Ideas and answers to this challenge and
many more are coming to 16 locations
in the second and third quarters of the
2013-2014 year. Optimist Leadership
Summits are one-day educational
exchanges where new leadership can
discover new approaches to making
their Clubs more valuable to their
communities. Please plan to attend
and while I’m thinking about it, let me
personally invite you to the Optimist
International Convention in Las Vegas.
Pack your bags, bring your MO and we
will see you soon at an Optimist meeting
near you.
Thank you,

Ron G. Huxley,
Optimist International President

T

he Pacific Northwest District has instituted a plan
to increase their membership by 151 Members and
earn the designation of Distinguished. Another
objective is to provide future leadership for the
District and garner innovative ideas through the
introduction of new Members. The plan was introduced by coMembership Chairs Robin Stanhope and Chris Stearns, based
on a model that helped their Club grow from 75 Members to
131 and earn Honor and Distinguished status.
Ever y Member has friends, co-workers and neighbors that
would benefit from becoming an Optimist and also ser ve
as a great resource for their Club. The plan stresses that
ever y Optimist Member is vital to the strength of Clubs
and the International organization. Current Members are
encouraged to invite someone to become an Optimist,
educate them about all levels of the organization and
motivate them to participate in activities.
Club Membership Chairs are asked to develop a list of past
Members from the last three years and contact them. The
plan indicates this should be a personal contact to ask them to
consider joining the Club again. Conducting a NOW program
to reach new Optimists is also strongly suggested.
There are numerous groups that are full of great potential
Members. Consider the parents of scholarship contestants or
JOOI Club Members. Make sure to invite younger Members
to bring in new energy and ideas. Bilingual Members can help
reach new areas of the community that may not have been
served in the past. The Friend of Optimists program allows
Clubs to offer membership to people who may not have the
time to dedicate to meetings.

To make the recruiting of new Members fun, the co-Chairs
have proposed a District contest. There will be two teams:
the District Board of Directors, including the Governor,
Past Governor, Governor-Elect, Presidents and Lieutenant
Governors versus the membership. At the fourth quarter
conference, the team that added the most Members will win an
ice cream social. The losing team will serve the winners.
Growing your Club and District can be fun. The benefits far
outweigh the work. Set reasonable goals with an incentive to
encourage Members to participate. Start recruiting today!

“ At the
fourth quarter
conference,
the team that
added the
most Members
will win an ice
cream social.
The losing
team will serve
the winners.”

Winter 2014 • 3

Working Together to FIND A CURE...
Optimist International is committed to “providing the
care and finding the cure” for childhood cancer and pleased to
be partnering with Johns Hopkins in this ef fort. This dedication
is evident in the generous contributions received from Members,
Clubs and Districts.
On September 11, Past International President Jack Creswell, Sue
Creswell and Guy Templin from the Atlantic Central District presented a
check for $100,000 to the staf f at Johns Hopkins. The funds were donated
as part of the Optimist International Innovative Research Fund, which will
expand clinical and research programs in childhood leukemias, pediatric brain
tumors, sarcomas and other solid tumors and bone marrow transplantation.
The Optimist guests received a tour of the facility and learned more about the
innovative work being done by Johns Hopkins researchers.

$500,000
pledge

Optimist International
contributed $32,000
during the 2012-2013 year.
On September 11, an
additional $100,000 was
donated to Johns Hopkins.

$132,000
donated

Meet Allison Martin, MD,
Our 2013-2014 Optimist
Fellow...
As a trainee in
pediatric oncology
who plans to
specialize in the
care of children
with brain tumors,
I am dedicated to
improving treatment
outcomes for these
patients through
research. Brain tumors are the most common
solid tumors in children, and despite advances
in pediatric neuro-oncology, these tumors
continue to be the leading cause of cancer death
in children. Moreover, standard therapies often
leave children with significant impairments,
including severe neurocognitive problems.
Thanks to the generous support of Optimist
International, I will continue to seek new
approaches to treatment that will reduce these
side effects by going beyond the traditional
paradigm of chemotherapy and radiation. I
hope to improve outcomes for these patients
by reducing the toxicity of treatment and
offering longer disease-free survival through the
durability of the immune response.
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(from left) Lauren Murphy, Special Events Coordinator and Donald Small, MD, PHD, Director at Johns Hopkins Division of
Pediatric Oncology, Optimist Guy Templin, Past President Jack and Sue Creswell and Dr. Colleen Annesley, MD , Instructor,
Johns Hopkins Division of Pediatric Oncology toured a research lab where advancements are being made toward a cure.

A

Word of Thanks From Johns Hopkins...

Dear Optimist Members –

There is nothing more beautiful than seeing
research lead to cures.

The Johns Hopkins Division of Pediatric Oncology is
dedicated to saving the lives of children with cancer.
A place for brilliant research and compassionate
care, it is also a place of laughter and tears, wins and
losses, hopes and prayers. Here, superb caregivers
do the toughest
jobs of all with
There is nothing
skill, courage and
amazing grace.

“

seeing research

The molecular tools and the growing understanding
that biomedical science has put at our command is
incredibly powerful. The time is here to give these
children an even better fighting chance of sur vival.

more beautiful than

This is why our
partnership with
Optimist International
is so critical. The
Optimist International
Innovative Research Fund and the Scholar program
allow us the opportunity to develop new treatments
for those patients who have not been cured. With
your continued support, we will give these children a
future of dreams, possibilities and accomplishments.

lead to cures.”

Advances in
combined modality treatments have reversed the
odds and today nearly eighty percent of children
can be cured. This has required an enormous
investment, but this investment will continue to
richly pay off. Ever y day, children are saved. But
still, twenty percent of those children entrusted to
us will die. This intolerable thought motivates our
researchers toward understanding how cancers
grow. The urgent challenge is to conceive more
effective and less toxic ways to diagnose, cure and
ultimately prevent cancer.

Thank you!
Stephanie Rice Davis, MSW
Sr. Associate Director
Johns Hopkins Pediatric Oncology
Winter 2014 • 5

We’re going to Vegas!

July 10-12, 2014 —
Optimist International 96th Annual Convention
Network • Learn • Collaborate • Explore • Train • Exhibits • Speakers • Fun

Tuesday, July 8

• Vice President-elect/
Governor-elect Training

Wednesday, July 9

• District Foundation Training
• Registration /Credentials Open

Thursday, July 10

• House of Optimism (Exhibits)
This is the place to be if you are looking to
pick up a new Club project or fundraising idea,
feel the fellowship or browse the goodies at
the supply company exhibit. The House of
Optimism has it all!

Friday, July 10

• Old Timers’/
Fellowship Breakfast
Everyone is welcome! There is no better way
to start your day than with a hearty breakfast
and a lot of laughs. Join the Past International
Presidents, some of the organization’s most
revered legends, and enjoy live entertainment.

• President’s Banquet and Ball
(Old Vegas Theme)

• First Timers’ Orientation
You may not be sure what to expect at an
International Convention and that’s okay!
Just stop by the First Timers’ Orientation.
International President Ron Huxley and
Convention Committee Chair Mike Allen
will personally welcome you to your first
International Convention. You will get
acquainted with the training, workshops
available, voting and the role of the sergeantat-arms. You do not have to be a first time
attendee to take part in this session; it is open
to everybody!

• District Chairs/
Club Leaders Training
Would you like to get the year started off
on the right foot? Be sure your District and
Club is prepared by attending the dynamic
training at the International Convention.
Thursday from 1-5pm, there will be training
available for incoming Lieutenant Governors,
District Chairs, Secretary-Treasurers and
Club Presidents.

• Opening Ceremonies
This is truly a ‘can’t miss’ event for all
Optimists. The Parade of Flags is wonderful
to watch and International President Ron
Huxley will be there encouraging you to
embrace your MO!
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Saturday, July 12

• President-Elect’s Breakfast
All Club Presidents-elect and Lieutenant
Governors-elect are invited to a breakfast
with 2014-2015 International President
Ken Garner. Tickets must be purchased in
advance to attend.

• Magic of Optimism
Appreciation Luncheon
This luncheon
is a must as it
honors spouses
and guests
who continue
to support
Optimism in
every way. This
year’s theme
is “Magic of
Optimism.” Buy your ticket today and enjoy
the atmosphere, meal and entertainment.
Don’t miss this opportunity to say thanks to
others who have given so much! Business
attire please.

Friday, July 11 &
Saturday, July 12
• Business Sessions
Attire: Black and White; Business or Better
Travel back to the swinging days of Vegas
in the 50s and 60s! Be part of the glitz and
glamour of the Rat Pack era as we celebrate
96 years of Otptimism with International
President Ron Huxley and First Lady Debbie.
Wear your finest black and white attire; any
combination will do. The sky’s the limit and
President Ron is betting on Optimists to
make this a night to remember. There may be
prizes given to those who choose to dress like
a member of the Rat Pack or other famous
icons found in Vegas “back in the day.”
Be sure to purchase coupons in advance
and look forward to a fun night of dinner,
entertainment and dancing. You will
exchange your coupons for table numbers
at registration starting at 10am on Thursday,
July 9. It is strictly first come, first served. If
you have a group wanting to sit together, it is
recommended one person collect the tickets
and exchange them all at once.

These sessions are arguably the most
informative aspect of the entire Optimist
Convention. Here is your chance to have
your voice heard by voting on issues that will
shape the future of Optimism. The Business
Sessions are also the best time to find out
what is going on throughout the organization.
The Closing Session will feature 2014-2015
International President Ken Garner, as he
unveils his plans and goals.

• Back-to-School Workshops
These highly
acclaimed training
sessions alone are
worth the trip.
Learn from the
organization’s best
trainers and gain
insights that will
certainly help you
and your Club.

~ Mark your calendar!

Register Today!
This year’s convention will take place at Las Vegas’
best hotel, Caesars Palace. From the moment you
walk through the doors of Caesars Palace, you will
understand why this iconic Las Vegas luxury hotel sets
the standard for opulent details, impeccable service
and lavish Las Vegas accommodations. Special touches
make the difference between an ordinary visit to Vegas
and a spectacular experience— and it’s all yours at
Caesars Palace. There are 15 restaurants to choose from
including Restaurant Guy Savoy, the only place in the
United States to experience the cuisine of one of France’s
most revered and award-winning chefs. There is the
Colosseum at Caesars Palace, known for hosting worldrenowned singers and performers. For more information
on this venue, visit www.caesarspalace.com.

July 10-12 are the dates for this year’s convention. You
can either register online or download the form at www.
optimist.org/convention, fill it out by hand and mail
it to the Optimist International office. Save money by
registering by the “early-bird” deadline, which is May 1.
All other pre-registrations must be postmarked or faxed no
later than May 31 and received at the International office
by June 9 to ensure proper processing.

~ Send the form with payment to:
Optimist International Convention
4494 Lindell Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108

~ Please Note:
• Registrations cannot be processed by telephone.
• Registrations paid by credit card, fax to 314-735 -4121.
• Please do not mail the original registration form if
you have already submitted one by fax.
• After June 9, registration and payment will be
accepted on-site. However, some meal event
tickets may be sold out by then.
• If you would like any assistance with registering
or have any questions, please call 800-500-8130.

For more information on how to register, visit www.optimist.org/convention.
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TOP 5 REASONS
to attend the
2014 Las Vegas
Convention

Serve more children
- With a Foundation Grant -

The beginning of the 2013-2014 Optimist year marks a new grant cycle. Any
eligible Optimist Club that has a new project or event should apply by visiting
OIF’s website at www.oifoundation.org/programs.

Any Adult Club served by OIF is eligible
to apply as long as they meet the
following guidelines:
• The project must be new to the Club.
• The project must start and finish between April 2014 and
March 2015.

#1 Training,
training...
and more
training!
• This is an
oppor tunity for
District and
Club Of ficers to
attend leadership
seminars, which
are all included
in the cost of
registration.
Wo r k s h o p s w i l l
be conducted on
a variety of topics
to educate you
on many areas of
interest within the
organization and
provide the chance
for personal
development.

#2 Optimist
camaraderie
• This year’s
Inter national
Convention will
of fer a great
oppor tunity to
network and meet
hundreds of dear
friends who all
share the same
vision, making
this world a better
place for children
by “bringing out
the best in kids.”

#3 It’s Vegas!

#4 Prepare

• The 3-day
conference
schedule allows
time for you to
come early or stay
after to experience
the abundant
enter tainment this
exciting city has
to of fer!

• Club of ficers
benefit by lear ning
how to prepare
budgets, appoint
committees and
file repor ts on
time. Lear n more
about the little
things that will
help make the
year a successful
one for your Club
or District.

• Refresh your
Optimist supplies
and lear n new
fundraising and
project ideas!
This will give
you the chance to
brainstorm and
practice teamwork
with your fellow
O p t i m i s t s . Yo u
are sure to hear
a wide variety of
new and unique
ideas to share with
your Club.

If you have any questions or concerns about the
International Convention, contact the Meeting Services
department at 800-500-8130 or convention@optimist.org.
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• Grants to Clubs will be matching grants, with Clubs

#5 Expand
your horizons

expected to show plans for matching the money and
reporting the results. Clubs will complete follow-up reports.
• Grants are only for one year.
• Club dues must be current.
• Clubs might consider using the Pass Through Program
to obtain donations from local businesses and foundations.

Optimist International Foundation (OIF) is “helping
Optimists help kids” by starting the year off with fireworks.
The Club Grant Program provides 20 matching grants of
$500 to Optimist Clubs for new projects.
In the 2012 - 2013 year, 426 Optimists helped over 43,500
children and raised $19,650, in addition to the $10,000
given by the Foundation. The Optimist Club of Hubbard,
Ohio supplied winter coats for first grade students and
the Dignified Residents of Chula Vista Optimist Club in
California prepared communication boards for students
with autism. Members of the Olathe Evening Optimists,
Inc. of Kansas taught students language development
skills through writing and the Optimist Club of Jennings,
Inc. in Louisiana educated high school students on driver
awareness. Sixteen additional Clubs received grants to
start new projects that impacted their community.

Important Dates to Remember:
January 2
Applications available online and by request.

March 7
Applications must have been received in the St. Louis
office, 4494 Lindell Blvd., Saint Louis, MO 63108. Do not
send applications to the Foundation’s P.O. Box.

May 16
Winners are notified and asked to identify someone to
receive a check at the International Convention.
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News

& Views

Put Your Optimism

on Display...

PGI
Optimists > > > Move Forward > > > in Development Program
The following Optimists submitted their requirements for achieving Levels VII and X of the Personal Growth
and Involvement Program between July 24 and October 30, 2013.

PGI Level VII Recipients

PGI Level X Recipients

Margaret Allen

NYNE

Linda Ingersoll

MI

Daniel Durham

NCE

Pat Behn

OH

Scott Kaplan

NFL

Carol Hodges

STX

George Breadon

SWIS

Rebecca Kelly

NE

Sandi Holstein

INDS

Thomas Brumbeloe

GA

Robert Kluge

NE

Joey Richardson

GA

George Cox

SC

Thaddeus Smith

AC

Mary Still

GA

Lola Cumbo

AC

Albert Still

GA

Jim Thompson

AC

Marino Garbin

SC

Russ Thomas

GA

Charles Hayworth

NFL

Jim Thompson

AC

Tracy Huxley

SWONT

Duane Ullman

STX

Follow the Optimist

social media accounts:

facebook: facebook.com/optimistinternational
twitter: @optimistorg and @optimistcanada
youtube: youtube.com/user/optimistintl
linkedin: linkedin.com/groups/Optimist-International-Club-117333

We have a new Facebook
cover to celebrate reaching
5,000 Likes!
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The second annual Club video contest asks Members
to answer “the greatest thing about being an Optimist
is…” There are hundreds of ways to finish that
sentence and there are no wrong answers! Just film
a short YouTube style video with a smartphone or
handheld camera to show what is important to you
and your Club.
This contest is co-sponsored by
Optimist International and the
Optimist International Foundations.
The grand prize is a $1,000 Club
grant and all Clubs that submit a
video are entered into a drawing
for a $250 grant. All grants are
generously funded by the Optimist
International Foundations. Start
filming your entr y today!

Certified Club Builder and Field
Representative Certification
Optimist
International
will be holding
a Certified
Club Builder
and Field
Representative certification course for volunteers who
wish to hold these designations. Applicants must have
built at least one Optimist Club prior to taking the
course. The training will be conducted at the Optimist
International headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri.
Certified Club Builders are Optimist volunteers who
are trained to build new Clubs using a variety of
methods and mentor other volunteers on the process
of New Club Building. Certified Club Builders can be
requested from Optimist International by Districts to

Deadline for submissions:
March 15

Entries will be judged based on:
•
•
•
•

Original content
Creativity
Composition
Extent to which the topic question
was answered

For further details:

www.optimist.org/reeloptimism

aid in New Club Building
efforts. Training will
consist of classroom-style
learning, as well as handson work on an actual New
Club Building effort. This
training will be two all-day
sessions conducted on
April 25 and 26.

Optimist
International
at a Glance
Membership: 90,062*
Total Clubs: 3,113*
Founded: June 19, 1919
*As of December 3, 2013,
figure includes
JOOI Clubs

Field Representatives are authorized ambassadors
of Optimist International who conduct the official
organizational meeting when a new Club forms.
Training will consist of learning the rules and
procedures for bringing in new Clubs. This portion of
the course will be held on April 27 from 8am – 12pm.

Interested in taking this course?

Contact the New Club Building department at
newclub@optimist.org or at 800-500-8130 ext. 226.
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Coming to a Neighborhood Near You . . . The Optimist Summits
Training for
Every Optimist
(Dallas) Photo courtesy of DCVB/Clay Coleman

Each of the 16 sessions
will offer training for all
Optimists! The Summits
are specially designed
to provide information and helpful
instruction that will be of interest
and use to every Member.
“The most appealing aspect of these
sessions is they have something
for ever yone,” said Ken Garner,
International President-Elect.
“It is vital that all Members
receive the training they need
to help them make a difference
in their communities. Ever yone
who attends the Summits will
learn things to help them grow
personally and as Optimists.”

All New
Content
While Optimists are always
concerned with bringing out the
best in children, there are numerous
other things on their minds.
Countless details go into the planning
and execution of a fundraiser or
community service project. Club
meetings have to be organized and
speakers have to be scheduled. If you
are looking for one event that has it
all and can help you become a better
Member, then the Optimist Summits
are the answer!
Here is a list of the top reasons you
should attend.
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The Summits
will offer all new
content presented
by Certified
International Trainers (CITs). Even
if you have attended training at
the International convention or a
District meeting, there is plenty to
learn while attending the Optimist
Summits. This training will
help you recruit new Members,
publicize your Club and ser ve
more children in your community.

they’ll pick up new information
to benefit their Club,” said Paula
Reyling, Certified International
Trainer and Chair of the Leadership
Development Committee.
Summit Training Topics Include:

• Secrets to a Dynamic Club
• What Makes a Good Club Meeting?
• Club Activity & Fundraising Ideas
• Activating a Member
• Bringing Out the Best in MORE Kids
(Optimist International Programs)

• Club Publicity
• Optimist International Foundation
• Growth = Service
• Recruiting/Engaging Members
• Opportunities in Leadership
• Especially For Board Members
• NOW Programs
• The Ultimate Community Service Building a New Club

Affordable

(Charlotte) Photo courtesy of Visit Charlotte

The registration
fee for each of the
Summits is only $25
and that includes
lunch. This is a
great value for a day
of instruction from professional
trainers, as well as discussion
with other Members and the
International President.
“The intention was to make the
training affordable for everyone.
This allows Members to attend a
Summit, as well as their District
meetings or the International
Convention. They don’t have to
choose,” said Nick Prillaman,
Certified International Trainer.
“You are not going to find a training
session of this caliber for such a low
cost anywhere else.”

Geographically
Accessible
The Summits have been
strategically scheduled
across the United
States, Canada and the
Caribbean. The locations were

chosen so Optimist Members would
be able to drive to a training session
and return home in the same day.
This makes attending the Summits
convenient and eliminates the need
for housing costs.
“The choice of which Optimist
events to attend can be a difficult
one. Location is often a determining
factor. The Summits eliminate that
concern because there is one close to
every Optimist,” said Sue Creswell,
Certified International Trainer.

Register Now
You can reserve your spot to attend
one of the Summits today! For more
information, please visit
www.optimist.org/summits.

Have Questions?
Contact the Leadership Development
department by calling 800-500-8130 or
e-mailing leadership@optimist.org.
www.optimist.org/summits

(Atlanta) Photo courtesy of AtlantaPhotos.com/James Duckworth

“The training agendas for the
Summits cover a variety of topics
and approach them in new ways.
Even if a Member considers
themselves to be an expert on a
topic, they will be able to expand
their knowledge. If a Member is
unfamiliar with one of the topics,
Winter 2014 • 13

Collaboration is the Key to Success!

O

ptimist Volunteers for Youth, Inc. sits in a
valley of the Santa Cruz Mountains about an
hour south of San Francisco, California and
five miles from the Pacific Ocean. Sponsored by 12 San
Francisco Bay Area Optimist Clubs, this is a non-profit
summer camp program with a single mission — to
provide youth with a safe, enjoyable and educational
camp experience at little to no cost, while offering
character building opportunities and promoting service,
volunteerism and leadership within the community.

Optimist Volunteers for Youth Camp
Due to the collaborative efforts of these Optimists Clubs
dating back to the early 1950s, the Optimist Volunteers
for Youth (OVY) Camp has become a quality summer
camp program for families that otherwise could not
afford to send their child to camp. Optimists contribute
in numerous ways, including volunteering their time
at weekly fundraising events and providing resources
for day-to-day running of the camp. Some Clubs donate
sleeping bags for campers that do not have adequate gear.
Families pay based on a sliding scale, sometimes
paying as little as $25 for the entire week. OVY
campers come from Bay Area foster care systems,
social service agencies, church groups, resource
centers and after school programs.
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“Over the years, lots of
different people have left their
mark on OVY Camp. However,
the mission has always stayed
the same: create a safe space
for at-risk kids to get out into
nature, make friends and just
be a kid for a week,” said Harry
Greenwood, OVY Camp Board
Member since 1985 and De
Anza Optimist Club President.
Over 35 teenage volunteers, many of whom were former
OVY campers, act as role models and mentors for the
campers. The week of camp can make just as much of an
impact on the volunteers, as it does on the campers.
Gabby, a former volunteer and current staff member said,
“OVY Camp has considerably changed my life. I have
gained more confidence within myself as a result of being
a part of this peaceful community. I have grown as a leader,
met amazing people and have made memories that can
never be replaced. Volunteering and working at OVY Camp
has shaped my aspirations in life and has encouraged me to
pursue a career that involves working and directing youth.”

Every week of OVY Camp is packed with adventure.
The kids arrive on Sunday afternoon and stay through
Friday morning. Activities range from campfires,
skits, trips to the beach, arts and crafts, archery,
hikes, games, cooking, swimming to camping in tipis.

The close partnerships between the following Optimist
Clubs make OVY Camp a reality: Castro Valley,
Cupertino, De Anza, Los Gatos, Miracle Mile, Newark,
Redwood City, San Carlos/Belmont, San Jose, San
Leandro, Santa Clara and Woodside Terrace.

“In my opinion, it was an amazing learning
experience, as well as fun! We did a night swim, ate
good food, played an interesting game called Bean
and slept in real life tipis. Overall I think this summer
camp was amazing and I recommend it for any child
looking for some serious adventure,” said 11-year old
camper Lilly.
OVY Camp 2013 was one of the most successful summer
camp seasons in recent history, serving over 200
campers ages 9-14 through 5 one-week sessions. Half of
the campers were returning from the previous year.
The Executive Director of OVY Camp and Event
Center, Matthew L yles, is excited for the future of
OVY Camp. “The OVY Camp community is getting
stronger and more tight-knit after ever y summer
season. With each new generation of campers turned
volunteers, and volunteers turned staff, OVY Camp
is quickly turning into a summertime staple for
communities all over the San Francisco Bay Area,”
said L yles. “All of the Optimist Clubs of the San
Francisco Bay Area are definitely looking for ward to
building on the successes of the last few years.”

Thanks to Matthew Lyles, Executive Director of OVY Camp
and Event Center for sharing information on this project.
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Keep Your

Optimist Friends Close

they may be
willing to be
a Friend to
your Club and
assist with
a financial
contribution
or volunteer
hours.

What
do
Friends
receive?
Who can be a Friend?
Every Club has at least one person or
local business that would be a perfect
fit for a Friend. Think about the busy
teacher who encourages her students
to enter your Club’s annual essay
contest. She may have her days full,
but she supports young people and the
work of your Club. Consider the local
bakery owner who supplies cookies at a
discount for your Club’s holiday parties
for disadvantaged youth. He provides
a service that helps you serve the
children of your community.

Friend of Optimists—
community members or businesses who believe in the
mission of Optimist International and the work Clubs do in
their communities, but may not be able to commit to a full
membership due to time constraints or because they do not have
an Optimist Club in their area.
In today’s busy world, volunteerism continues to rise and
people remain committed to helping their communities.
However, Clubs often encounter recruitment issues because
many of the people they invite to become Members decline.
Some people may simply not want to join, while others have
numerous responsibilities that take priority in their lives.
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These people may support the concept of “bringing out the
best in kids,” but not be able to fit the commitment into their
schedules. The Friend of Optimists membership class was
created to accommodate these individuals.
A Friend of Optimists membership allows a person to
encourage and assist the work of the Club, even when they
cannot devote the time of a regular Member. They may choose
to participate in service projects or fundraisers, but there are
no set expectations for Friends. While they may not attend
every meeting or project, a Friend can still provide valuable
support to a Club.

Aim high! If your Club has asked the
mayor to sign a proclamation declaring
June as Childhood Cancer Month
in your city, invite him to become a
Friend of Optimists. Another option
would be to present him with a Friend
of Optimists membership as a “thank
you.” This allows him to have an inside
look at the work your Club does for the
community and he may be more apt to
offer assistance in the future.
Think about all the people in your life –
relatives, family, friends and coworkers.
It’s quite likely Optimist Members
surround themselves with other likeminded individuals who care about
children and their community. While a
number of these individuals may not be
able to commit to attending meetings,

The cost of a one-year Friend of
Optimists membership is $100. If the
local Optimist Club is mentioned on
the application, $40 will go back to
the Club. If no Club is mentioned, the
$40 will go to the District in which the
Friend resides.
In exchange for the fee, a Friend will
receive a one-year subscription to The
Optimist magazine, a membership
card and a cling-on Friend of Optimists
decal. Friends will be covered under
Optimist International insurance only
when participating in an Optimist
Club or District activity. Friends will
not have voting rights at District or
International Conventions.

may be more likely to join the Club as
a participating Member because they
have seen first-hand how your Club
serves youth.
Every Club needs resources. Financial
support is necessary for Clubs to
conduct their service programs for
youth. Friends may choose to provide
funds for an activity instead of attending
planning meetings or working at the
event. Other Friends may offer services
or in-kind donations. Clubs sometimes
face unanticipated challenges and a
Friend may be more willing to help
because they have been made to feel
like part of the group.
Having Friends is just another way
Optimist Clubs can continue to bring
out the best in kids. When you ask
someone to join your Club and they say
“no,” the Friend of Optimists program
offers an alternative that might turn
their answer into a “yes.”

Want to learn more
about the Friend of
Optimists program?
Visit www.optimist.org or contact the
Membership department at 800-5008130 or membership@optimist.org.

Why does
my Club
need
Friends?
One of the best
things about the
Friend of Optimists
membership is that
it opens the door for
people to become
regular Members
in the future. If a
Friend’s schedule
settles down, they
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Youth Club

Training, Fellowship and FUN IN THE SUN

Develops

Character & Caring

JOOI Grows in Texas
By William McGarvey, Secretary of Mainland Optimist Club of Texas City, TX

By Joyce Amer, Member of the Optimist Club of Camarillo-Noontime, PSW District
The Junior Optimist Club Advisors at El Descanso Elementary
School are fourth and fifth grade teachers, Violet and Gregg
Adams. A person can hear and feel the warmth and respect
between the advisors and students, as well as from student to
student. The advisors give the youth numerous opportunities
to work together, experience and demonstrate kindness,
thoughtfulness to others, compassion and respect.
“The very best stories are of how our Club kids have shifted
from being selfish to selfless. One story is of a boy we had last
year. He came into fourth grade feeling as if everything was
about him,” said Violet. “He really embraced the idea behind
our Club and by the end of the year, he changed from being
one of the most selfish to the most giving kid out of all 66
students! Our Club allows the kids to take our idea of being
more selfless and put it to practical use to help the school and
local community.”
Their Club is comprised of a significant population of children
from low-income families. Gregg and Violet make no excuses

for any of the students. Everyone is expected to work hard
academically and do his or her best. They are all expected
to participate in activities, share in responsibilities and be
respectful to
everyone. The
delivery of
expectations and
any disciplinary
discussions are
done with firmness
and conviction, yet
deep respect for
every child.
The El Descanso
Alpha Club is
actively involved on their campus and also participates in
many projects for their sponsoring adult Optimist Club. These
students are learning valuable lessons about character that will
benefit them throughout their lives.

Training, Fellowship and FUN IN THE SUN
2014 JOOI Convention
After a fun-filled convention in Cincinnati,
JOOI is moving to the west coast for 2014!
The convention will take place in San Diego,
California on July 6-8, at the Holiday Inn San
Diego Bayside. Registration will be $199 per
person for adults and youth. Room rates will
be $129 (plus tax and fees) per night.

For information, visit www.optimist.org/jooi.

The JOOI Convention will offer leadership
training, opportunities to meet Members from
across the organization and the sharing of
new project ideas. The beautiful city of San
Diego is home to numerous attractions and
things to do if you choose to stay a few days
before or after the convention.

The Mainland Optimist Club of
Texas City recently welcomed
three new JOOI Clubs.
With the Cougar Octagon Optimist Club at the
high school, the Cougar Junior Optimist Club
at the middle school and the Cougar Alpha
Club at the elementar y school, the La Marque
Independent School District now has a JOOI
Club in ever y school.
“The Mainland Optimist Club is committed to our Junior Optimist Clubs,” said Club President Terry Pettijohn. “These Clubs
will provide support and encouragement to La Marque students as they grow in self-confidence, character and Optimism to
become great citizens.”
The response by students has been enthusiastic with over 120 Members
already signed up and more joining every day. This is not surprising since
today’s youth are eager to volunteer. A survey of US youth by the Corporation
for National and
Community Service
found that 55
percent of young
people ages 12 to 18
volunteer each year.
The La Marque Independent School District serves about 2,500
students, the majority of whom are economically disadvantaged. The
Mainland Optimist Club in the South Texas District, formed in 2010,
boasts three Members who are on the La Marque School Board,
including President Pettijohn.

For information on building a JOOI Club in your
area, contact the Youth Clubs department at
800-500-8130 or youthclubs@optimist.org.
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Optimist Golf

By the Numbers

Optimist International Junior Golf Championship - 2013 Statistics

56

512

3,496

22

42

4

18th year at PGA National Resort & Spa

Holes in One:

12-year old Sammi Blackburn from Ohio, Fazio Course #5
18-year old Kyle Szyhowski from Missouri, Bear Trap’s Champion Course #17
Optimist Junior Golf Tour
is Expanding

Dates

Optimist Junior Golf is holding two
36-hole tournaments, featuring
75-90 junior golfers each. Three
age divisions will be offered: boys
16-18, boys 14-15 and girls 14-18.
Age division winners will earn
an exemption into the summer
Optimist International Junior Golf
Championships held July 19-24 for
boys 10-15 and girls 10-14 and July
24-29 for boys 16-18 and girls 15-18 at
PGA National Resort and Spa.

(Optimist Junior Golf is partnering
with Greg Norman Golf Academy!)

Email: golf@optimist.org

Barefoot Resort - Greg Norman
Golf Course | Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina

Like us on Facebook:

Februar y 22-23, 2014

March 8-9, 2014
WaterChase Golf Course | Fort
Worth, Texas

For more information on the
Optimist Junior Golf program:
Website: golf.optimist.org
facebook.com/optimist.golf

A heartfelt
thank you
from a junior
golfer...
The Alexandria Sunrise Optimist Club in the CapitalVirginia District shared a testimonial from their Club-level
junior golfer, Casey Bannon. He was scheduled to speak
at a Club meeting, but was selected to participate in a
statewide tournament on the same day.
“I think you will find how his participation in our Optimist
program shows what our organization is all about—
providing hope and positive vision to the youth,” said
2012-2013 Club President, JB Young.

Dear Optimist Members,
First off, I would like to apologize for my absence as I
am extremely disappointed
I could not make it today.
I have loved my time with
all the good people at the
Optimist meetings and
hope I can return one day.

District Junior Golf Chair, Lawson Headley and Casey Banon

good enough to tie for first place. Even though I knew I
only had to finish in the top three to go to Florida, I was
intent on winning first place in a playoff to show to you all
how much I appreciate the opportunity you gave me. After
four playoff holes, and 22 of them overall on a 95-degree
day, I prevailed with one last par. I had achieved my goal
of returning to the Optimist International Championships.
Since I last spoke to you all, a lot has changed in my
life. On January 1, I achieved a life-long dream of mine
by committing to Saint Leo
University in Tampa, Florida
to play golf on scholarship. I
signed my national letter of
intent in front of my friends,
family and teachers in April.

All I can say is thank
you. Because of you,
I am an Optimist for
life now.

As you know last
year I qualified for
the international
championships after a wild
comeback on the back 9 and an up and down playoff.
The time I spent last year at the tournament was perhaps
the most fun I’ve ever had on a golf course in my life.
The moment I left PGA National last year, I had only one
thought on my mind: getting back to work and getting
better, so I could return to that place one more time. I had
made friends from Santa Claus, Indiana to Santiago, Chile
and didn’t want to believe that this would be the last time I
got this opportunity.
I just hoped Jerry would be kind enough to put his faith
in me again. As I hoped, you all in the Optimist program
trusted me to take one more crack at it, and I am pleased
to tell you I gave it my best shot. After a near mistake-free
round of golf, I finished with an even par round of 71,

I also recently graduated
high school with a 3.6 GPA,
which I know is my mother’s
favorite accomplishment of
mine. I credit a lot of my success to you all listening to
this today. Countless college coaches I talked to were
impressed I had played in this tournament and with my
overall attitude on life, which only I know wouldn’t be
possible without you. If there is one message I can leave
with you all today, it is that there are no boundaries
in life. I am living proof that you don’t need an absurd
amount of talent, or attention, or reassurance to go
where you want to go. All you need is a vision, a fierce
work ethic, and a couple people to believe in you. I get
emotional now thinking of all the ways you have helped
me get to where I wanted to be and just by signing me up
for a golf tournament.
All I can say is thank you. Because of you, I am an
Optimist for life now.

— Casey Bannon, age 17
20 • The Optimist
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AN OPTIMIST HOW-TO:
RECRUIT (and Retain) NEW MEMBERS

Most Optimists have asked
themselves this question
at least once - How
can my Club recruit
new Members?

Bringing in new Members is vital
to the survival and success of all
Clubs. The good news is there are many
answers to this question! Clubs need
to try new ideas and determine what
works best in their community. While
every idea may not bring about the
desired results, they can each benefit a
Club in other ways and help bring
you closer to your goal.

Club Evaluation

A good place to start is to evaluate where your Club is currently.
Are the same Members showing up at meetings and running
Club activities? Are membership numbers dwindling? Have
Members become bored? Ask Members to make a list of the
benefits of being an Optimist. What does being a Member
mean to them? What does Optimism bring to their lives that
they cannot find elsewhere? Then have
them make a list of goals for the Club.
What do they hope to achieve in the
short-term and long-term? Finally, ask
GOALS
them to list reasons the Club should
bring in new Members. This evaluation
will help get Members excited about
the Club and the idea of recruiting
new Members. The lists created give
Optimists information to share with potential new Members,
such as benefits to joining and future plans for the Club.
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Attract New
Members

Here are a few ways to pique
the interest of potential new
Optimists:
• Post flyers in your
community inviting people to a
Club meeting.
• Host an event at a local park
or popular attraction. People
will already be there and will
likely come over to watch
your event.
• Conduct a NOW event, such
as a dinner or guest speaker.
• Sponsor a booth at a community event.
• Conduct events for youth and invite their parents in
attendance to a Club meeting.

Getting the
Commitment

Prepare a Club
membership
packet for every
new Member. Give
the new Optimist
something tangible
to show they are now
part of the group.
This can include
simple materials
on Club projects,
benefits to membership and a copy of
the Optimist Creed.

Use Club Meetings as a
Retention Tool

The secret to retaining old and new Members is to keep them
interested. Meetings should be fun and allow opportunities for
fellowship, along with the required business matters. Consider
scheduling fellowship events following meetings or on separate
days. Welcome new Members and visitors to each meeting.
Provide a quick synopsis of any business that needs to be
discussed. Remember you are competing for each Member’s
spare time, so they need to feel like their time is being well-spent.
Next, it is time to make people feel good about attending the
meeting. One simple way to do this is by handing out rewards
and recognition. This can be a certificate, pin or any item your
Club chooses. Even a few words of appreciation can go a long way
towards making someone feel valued. If a Club Member feels

appreciated, the odds are better that they will
enjoy that meeting and continue to support the
Club with their membership.
Club meetings should also be entertaining.
Survey the membership for things that
interest them and plan activities on those
themes. Make a point to schedule speakers
and activities that will hold Members’ attention
and get them excited about being an Optimist.
Remember speakers are great candidates to
become Friend of Optimists.
Optimist membership must grow in order to
continue providing quality service to the
children of our communities. The key to growing the
organization is by building strong local Clubs.

Retaining New Members

The first step is to make a good impression.
Remember the saying, “you only get one chance to
make a first impression.” Make sure the potential
Members feel welcome and have a nice time at the
Club meeting or event. Current Members should
make a point to speak with potential Members
and share the benefits of being part of the Club.
One suggestion would be to print a flyer with
Club information, so the potential Members have
something to take with them. Ask for their name
and contact information, so you can send them
information about your next meeting or event.
Following the event, an Optimist should make a personal contact
with each of the potential new Members.

We Would Like To Hear Your Tips!

Optimist International wants to hear your secrets to
recruiting and retaining Members. Please send your tips
to magazine@optimist.org. Responses may be featured in
future issues of The Optimist.

Winter 2014 • 23

Stories of Optimism
Serving Many by Helping One
By Carl Hoglund, Past District Governor, West Missouri District

W

accomplish in the field. Amy said she was very grateful to our
hen my wife was in the hospital in Branson,
Club for supporting her in this endeavor. She was enjoying her
we met a friendly nurse named Beth, who
work and sharing the outside world with the residents of this
often spoke with us. Her daughter, Amy
remote village. She was having a meaningful experience, making
Junge was working to earn money to attend
friends with many of the
a special
young children and their
training session. After
“We are very proud of Amy and her work.
parents.
completing the training,
No matter where this endeavor takes her, she
Amy would become an
advocate for girls and
will be bringing out the best in young people. After Amy completes her
young women rescued from
training, she will return to
Our Club is pleased we were able to play a
sex slave trafficking.
the Ozarks to help rescued

role in this wonderful effort.”

My wife and I felt that our
Club, the Optimist Club of Branson might be able to help with
fundraising. The number of people that would be affected by
this 18-year-old young lady could make a difference too many.
My wife and I spoke with Amy to learn about what her training
would entail and how it would impact the world.
I shared this idea with our Club and it was decided that we
would help by hosting a meal fundraiser. We held a pancake
breakfast at a local Applebee’s restaurant. Amy and her friends
helped serve and clean up. The proceeds were given to Amy to
help fund her education.
In January, Amy began her education in Australia. We
received a letter from her and she is now stationed in a
remote village outside of Papua New Guinea. She said the
only way to get there was by boat. Most of the residents had
never been outside their village. They had no idea about
things we often take for granted, including roads, maps,
mirrors and doctors. Amy’s group traveled with a dentist who
was providing exams and helping with dental hygiene.
Part of the specialized training Amy received was to travel
to a third world country to educate parents on what happens
to their daughters when traffickers offer to purchase them
and give them a better life. This was the first task she had to
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girls and young women
return to productive lives.
She will teach them to live without fear and to realize they can
be valuable assets to their communities. Another important
aspect of her work will be helping these young women rebuild
their self-esteem.
We are very proud of Amy and her work. No matter where
this endeavor takes her, she will be bringing out the best in
young people. Our Club is pleased we were able to play a role
in this wonderful effort.

Optimist Software
Endorsed by:

OptiClub for Club
OptiDist for District
$$ 45 Days Free Trial $$
For details, visit:

The 2012-2013 Iowa team worked diligently to serve the children in their District.

Rewards of Being Governor
By Dave Mason, Immediate Past Governor of the Iowa District

The recently completed year was very rewarding for
my wife, Patty, and me in spite of missing some of our
key goals. We spent our time traversing the great state
of Iowa, while visiting 51 of the 67 Clubs. We were
guests as many as three times at some Clubs and found
ourselves reenergized after each visit. It was very
rewarding to see the great variety of activities that were
being done to “bring out the best in kids” and to help
those suffering from cancer.
Our Childhood Cancer
Campaign was the US
District fundraising
leader through the
Optimist Foundation,
with such great efforts
as Davenport’s $5,500
at their spaghetti
dinner and the “Miles
of Pennies” campaigns in Kalona and Greenfield that
raised approximately $2,500 each. Many other Clubs
held fundraisers that added to the approximate total of
$20,000. This campaign renewed my strong faith in the
big hearts of Iowa Optimists.

www.dbscompany.com/products/products.htm
paid advertisement

We were pleased with the great Youth Appreciation
activities conducted throughout the District. We felt

privileged to be invited to Des Moines, Council Bluffs
and Carter Lake to witness these programs. I must
apologize to other Clubs who also had great Youth
Appreciation programs that we were unable to attend.
We were also very happy to be
present at Respect for Law functions
in Greenfield, Des Moines, Lemars
and Maquoketa, which made us
extra appreciative of all who work to
protect us in law enforcement.
Patty and I enjoyed having the
opportunity to attend our first International JOOI
Convention in Cincinnati, just prior to the adult
convention. We came away with an even stronger belief
that our future is in good hands, after seeing the type of
leadership exhibited by the international youth involved
in our JOOI program.
I can emphatically assure anyone who is given the
opportunity to serve as Governor of their Optimist
District that they will gain so much more from the
experience than they will expend in energy. If you
embrace everything that comes along during your year
as Governor, you will truly be fulfilled.
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The Story of “Kids Rock”

To hear “Kids Rock” by Glass Half Full, visit www.optimist.org/KidsRock

I

t took place on August 24, 2013, a day much like
any other day. However, this was the day the song
“Kids Rock,” was created.

At the Colorado/Wyoming District Convention
in August 2012, a new band called Glass Half Full
entertained the attending Optimists with a mix of
oldies, rock and blues from the 50s, 60s and 70s. The
band had been started six months earlier by a chance
conversation between Randy Marcove of the Monaco
South Optimist Club in Denver and Sam Bartley of the
Academy Optimist Club in Colorado Springs. Sam, a
guitar player, had heard that Randy played bass, and was
practicing during one of the quarterly conferences. One
thing led to another as they often do and Randy and Sam
formed Glass Half Full with Jon Wachter, also a Member
of the Monaco South Club on drums and Sam’s friend,
Luke Gentry on rhythm guitar. Randy played bass and
Sam played lead guitar and handled the vocals.
The band enjoyed playing together so much that Sam
and Randy began asking the incoming Governor Phil
Perington if Glass Half Full could play at the 2013
District convention. Phil did not respond as incoming
Governors often have quite a bit on their plates. Then at
the October 2012 conference, Sam had an idea. Phil’s
theme for his year was “Kids Rock…Keeping Dreams
Alive.” So Sam approached Phil with an offer – if Glass
Half Full was allowed to play, he would write a song
called “Kids Rock,” especially for the event. Phil liked
the idea and agreed.
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In April 2013, bits and pieces of the song began running
through Sam’s head. It started out quietly until it became
a never-ending refrain that demanded his attention. Sam
kept trying to analyze how to mold the lyrics. “It should
be about kids. It should be about the projects Optimists
do. It should be about…” He went through idea after
idea, but none of them went anywhere. Then he went on
vacation and it came to him. Over the next three days,
“Kids Rock” had an introduction, three verses, a bridge
and numerous choruses.
Glass Half Full began rehearsing in July with two new
members, Larry Brown from the Academy Optimist
Club on percussion and Sam’s friend, Tom Wickstrom
on guitar, vocals and harmonica. After a bit of rehearsal
time, Sam introduced the band to “Kids Rock.”
Within 30 minutes of playing the song at a rehearsal,
everything seemed to fall into place.
The band scheduled the new song to be played fourth
during their second set at the District convention. Then
after an introduction from the band members about
Governor Phil and the work of Optimists in the District,
the time had finally come. The opening chords of “Kids
Rock” rang out and the instrumental intro won over the
crowd. Finally, Sam stepped up to the microphone to
sing the first verse.

Daniel sat defeated asking
“Why?”
Giving up,
holding back his cry,
He got a gentle nudge and a
few kind words, “I believe in
you” is what he heard.
From four to forty...
Kids Rock!
From five to fifty...
Kids Rock!
From six to sixty...
Kids Rock!
From seven to seventy...
Kids Rock!

From four to forty...
Kids Rock!
From five to fifty...
Kids Rock!
From six to sixty...
Kids Rock!
From seven to seventy...
Kids Rock!

From four to forty...
Kids Rock!
From five to fifty...
Kids Rock!
From six to sixty...
Kids Rock!
From seven to seventy...
Kids Rock!

Dreams alive, dreams alive,
don’t you know we’re keeping
dreams alive
(3 times)

From four to forty...
Kids Rock!
From five to fifty...
Kids Rock!
From six to sixty...
Kids Rock!
From seven to seventy...
Kids Rock!

(Guitar solo)
K-K-K-K-K Kids Rock!

Amy worked so hard to make
the grade
But her folks at home felt
betrayed
Helped up by a stranger,
she reached the top
Once she got ahead
she couldn’t be stopped

Growing old is
something we must do
But growing up
is optional for you
Giving something back will
keep us young
‘Cause kids of all ages
have a song unsung

Kids Rock!
The crowd of Optimists sang along,
applauded and cheered. The song
was a huge success. Governor Phil
was noticeably pleased. The band
continued to play cover songs, but
the night was over for “Kids Rock.”
The song has been shelved for now,
but may make another appearance
if called upon by a current or future
Optimist leader.
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Putting Your Club’s

O

BEST

ptimist Clubs and Facebook are a natural fit.
Members can use social media to engage
and connect with their community, potential
Members and even the youth they serve.
Facebook pages are easy to set up and maintain, and
they help put the Optimist name in front of numerous
individuals. This is a great marketing tool and the best part
is it is completely free!

ACE Forward

According to Facebook, the average user has 130 “friends”
or followers. With 5,000 fans of the Optimist International
page, the Optimist name and logo have the potential to
reach 650,000 users. Think about the number of Members
in your Club. If each of them had a Facebook page and
was a fan of your Club’s page, then your Club would be
promoted to all of their friends, family and aquaintances.
This is a great way to show what Optimists stand for and
the great work your Club does.

Meet the

International Candidate Qualifications

Committee

The International Candidate Qualifications Committee recently met at the Optimist headquarters office. Chair Theo Golding
and Committee Members Rebecca Butler-Mona, Claire Labreche, Danny Rodgers, Barb Scirto-Sullivan, Mark Shriver and
Don Sievers took time out of their schedule to explain the functions of the committee and discuss the value of strong leadership.
and Vice Presidents who have visited various
Districts, and others who may have input, as
well as candidates’ leadership record at Club,
District and International levels.
In addition, candidates may self-nominate
for the office of President-Elect or Board of
Directors At-Large, and candidates for Vice
President-Elect may be nominated by two
Clubs from two different Districts in the

Here are some tips to help your Club get started with Facebook:

candidate’s Region.

What steps should a Member

1. Getting Started

take if they would like

Go to facebook.com/pages/create to create a Cause or
Community page. Follow the guidelines offered to set
up a compelling page.

to be considered for an
International of fice?
Members should get involved at the Club

2. The ‘About’ section is the first opportunity

level, in District meetings and leadership

to show visitors what your Club does. Use this section
to briefly explain the mission of your Club.

What are the responsibilities

often with their hearts. They are inspiring and

of the committee?

3. Keep your Club’s page current by

in such a way that others choose to follow.

demonstrate their abilities, complete every

The committee’s main responsibility is to
seek and receive the names and qualifications

What types of training would

leadership skills. We encourage them to

of prospective candidates for elective office.

you recommend for Members

share their goals and ambitions, say “yes” to

initiative, the committee is responsible for

who would like to be a leader

in their Club and community. Finally,

nominating at least one candidate for each

in the future?

making frequent updates, sharing events and posting
photos of your service projects and fundraisers.

Using this information and acting on its own

4. Publicize

your Club’s upcoming events,
meetings and volunteer opportunities. Invite friends on
Facebook to join your Club.

of the elective offices of President-Elect,
Vice Presidents-Elect (one for each of the 8
Regions) and Directors-At-Large (two).

5. Include photos

because updates with photos
tend to receive more likes and shares than updates
without photos.

Upon receipt of self-nominations, the committee
is responsible for vetting credentials and

6. Ask questions

to encourage discussion.
What types of projects are needed to serve the youth
of your community? What activities would encourage
community members to get involved with your Club?

7. Be positive.

People respond and tend to
share more when posts are positive. Inspire people by
focusing on your Club’s success stories.
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motivational. They are bold in their leadership

It is recommended that Members apply to the
Optimist Leadership Academy, participate in a

roles, and at the International Convention.
They should seek opportunities to
task they take on and work to develop their

new positions and foster strong relationships
Members should lead by example, recruit
new Members and participate in New Club
Building efforts.

Certified Trainer class and attend workshops at
the annual International Convention.

How are effective leaders
important to the organization

conducting background checks of these

What is the process

prospective candidates to ensure their fit and

for selecting

Effective leaders help others to be successful,

the final list of candidates to be placed into

International officers?

instilling a sense of “team” and making our

nomination for election by the delegates.

International officers are selected through a

proper status. Then, the committee determines

process of extensive evaluation of potential

What qualities make a good

Need assistance with creating a Facebook
page for your Club?

Optimist leader?

Contact the Marketing department at 800-500-8130 or
marketing@optimist.org.

maintain strong teams. Good leaders listen –

Good leaders are many things. They set the
example and make decisions. They build and

candidates, leading to nomination of qualified
candidates by the committee. In this process,
the committee considers input from a variety
of sources including recommendations and
evaluations from International Committee
Chairs for those who served on their

at the International level?

Members feel good about the work they are
doing. Effective leaders inspire and empower
our Members to realize their fullest potential.
They engage with people and bring them
together in ways that help them achieve
common goals. Leaders understand that the
right attitude will set the right atmosphere,
which enables the right responses from others.

committees, International President’s Reps
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Christian D. Larson Partners Membership

Donor Listings

514

Raynald Laliberté

522

David Green

530

Wayne Sidelinger

**COPPER BENEFACTOR,

MIDWESTERN ONTARIO

515

Ron Fuhrman

523

In Memory of Don Holmstrom

531

Janis T. Edgerton

$100,000

Optimist Club of Kitchener Stanley
Park, ON

516

Gary L. Miner

524

Paul Shapard

532

In Memory of Shirley Foote

SOUTH FLORIDA

517

Mike Murphy

525

Louis C. Medal

533

Kathryn R. Thompson

Robert and Toni Garner

Optimist Club of London East, ON

518

Richard Bolling

526

Bill Stanford

534

Mike Bevis

**SILVER BENEFACTOR,

Optimist Club of Wilmot, ON

519

Dan Kardasz

527

Jana Strain

535

Tom Novak

$25,000

NEBRASKA

520

Karla Olson

528

Jonida DeVelle Robinson

536

Robert Worthy

CALIFORNIA SOUTH

Optimist Club of Lincoln, NE

521

Matt Hanson

529

Horace Goff

537

Johane Seracino

Al and Alma Vinson

PACIFIC CENTRAL

Optimist Club of Carlsbad, CA

Optimist Club of Sacramento, CA

CAPITAL-VIRGINIA

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Top Districts as of September 30, 2013
District

Representative

Average Member Contribution

Pacific Southeast

Richard Clark

$43.77

South Texas

Joe Smith

$35.42

Arizona

Nova Sipe

$23.54

Capital-Virginia

Jeffrey Johnson

$21.80

Tennessee

Essie Johnson

$18.54

California South

Jim Walker

$17.90

South Florida

Mitch Goldman

$16.40

East Missouri

Don Sievers

$16.01

South Carolina

Donna Keating

$15.72

Pacific Central

Russell Blowers

$15.51

District

Representative

Total Contributions

Pacific Southeast

Richard Clark

$66,449.87

South Texas

Joe Smith

$58,839.70

Michigan

Dorothy Tyler

$42,686.55

Alabama-Louisiana-Mississippi

Janet Smith

$28,434.11

Iowa

Gary Miner

$27,806.68

East Missouri

Don Sievers

$26,287.28

Dakotas-Manitoba-Minnesota

Pat Sechser

$25,134.97

**DISTINGUISHED

Melvin and Rita Betts

BENEFACTOR, $5,000

MIDWESTERN ONTARIO

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI

Warren Bechthold

Lytle E. Allen

NORTH CAROLINA WEST

ALBERTA, MONTANA,

H.B. Stroup, Jr.

SASKATCHEWAN &

NORTH TEXAS

NORTHERN WYOMING

Optimist Club of Fort Worth-

John Anderson

Breakfast East, TX

DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-

**BRONZE BENEFACTOR,

MINNESOTA

$15,000

Jerilyn and Terry Gorman

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI GEORGIA
Optimist Club of Hall County-

ALBERTA, MONTANA,

Gainesville, GA

SASKATCHEWAN &

INDIANA NORTH

NORTHERN WYOMING

Optimist Club of Bluffton, IN

Douglas G. Kirby

NORTH FLORIDA

Lyle Merriam

David S. Pudles

IOWA

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Optimist Club of Davenport

Gay L. Enyeart

Evening, IA

Optimist Club of Mission, BC

MARYLAND-SOUTH DELAWARE

TENNESSEE

Richard F. Price

Optimist Club of Memphis-

NEW YORK-NEW ENGLAND

Curve, TN

Teri L. Davis

WISCONSIN NORTH-

Average Member Contributions

NORTH CAROLINA EAST

UPPER MICHIGAN

$48.65

Optimist Club of Chapel Hill, NC

Optimist Club of Kiel, WI

Essie Johnson

$24,433.32

Capital-Virginia

Jeffrey Johnson

$24,329.00

David Kirkman

INDIANA NORTH

Optimist Club of Bossier City, LA

Tennessee
Indiana South

Optimist Club of Colonial Heights, VA Optimist Club of Mukwonago, WI

$23,848.78

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation
District

Representative

Alberta, Montana, Saskatchewan & Northern Wyoming

Douglas Kirby

Pacific Northwest

Peter Smith

Dakotas-Manitoba-Minnesota

$21.17

NORTH CAROLINA WEST

**HONORED BENEFACTOR,

Pat Sechser

District

Representative

$17.25

Optimist Club of Charlotte-

$2,500

West Mecklenburg, NC

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI

Alberta, Montana, Saskatchewan & Northern Wyoming

Douglas Kirby

Total Contributions
$42,234.77

SOUTH CAROLINA

H. K. Holcomb

Midwestern Ontario

Warren Bechthold

$34,255.91

Donna Keating

Henry Johnson

Quebec Central

Daniel Durocher & Johane Seracino

$33,243.35

**EMINENT

CALIFORNIA SOUTH

BENEFACTOR, $10,000

Bertrand LeMieux

This is a record of lifetime accumulation levels achieved from July 1, 2013 –
September 30, 2013 for individuals and Clubs. This listing is for gifts recorded
up to the deadline date for the printing of The Optimist.
DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-

INDIANA SOUTH

MINNESOTA

Optimist Club of Northside-

Betty Franklin

Evansville, IN

GEORGIA

IOWA

Optimist Club of Senoia, GA

Optimist Club of Cedar Rapids-

MICHIGAN

Marion, IA

Donald and Robin Brose

MARYLAND-SOUTH

Donald Munter

DELAWARE

MIDWESTERN ONTARIO

Optimist Club of Northwest

Steven McDonald

Baltimore, MD

NORTH CAROLINA EAST

MICHIGAN

Sandy Cyphers

Debra Berry

Carey and Ellen Foster

Laurel K. Jefsen

NORTH CAROLINA WEST

Jeanette A. Meyer

Kathy Howard

MIDWESTERN ONTARIO

NORTH FLORIDA

Jim Dandy

Robert J. Thomson

Ken Hayward

OKLAHOMA

Anne Van Niekerk

Patricia Thomas

Robert Worthy

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

NORTH FLORIDA

Florence and Larry Blackburn

Scott D. Kaplan

Ed Murphy

OHIO

QUEBEC CENTRAL

Optimist Club of Delphos, OH

Lynda McDonald Dyotte

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST

Optimist Club of Verdun, QC

John and Michelle Profant

**BENEFACTOR, $1,000

QUEBEC CENTRAL

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI Nicole Barrette
George Noblin

Daniel Leduc

ALBERTA, MONTANA,

Richard Mercier

SASKATCHEWAN &

Optimist Club of Longueuil-Gentilly, QC

NORTHERN WYOMING

Optimist Club of Varennes, QC

Robin Morris

QUEBEC SOUTH

CALIFORNIA SOUTH

Optimist Club of Sherbrooke Centre-

Optimist Club of Lakeside, CA

Estrie, QC

CENTRAL ONTARIO

SOUTH CAROLINA

Carilyn McNaught

Robert and Jacquelyn Dadin

Thomas McNaught

SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

COLORADO-WYOMING

Larry S. Barbera

George L. Mills

Joan Kenney

INDIANA NORTH

WISCONSIN NORTH-UPPER

James T. Burk

MICHIGAN
Roman Wagner

KENTUCKY-WEST VIRGINIA
Optimist Club of Huntington, WV
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Sunnyside

Contacts

for Possible Partnerships
Playground Injury

Bad Day Gambling

At the playground, a young boy

A lady is having a bad day at the

on the floor, with the table operator

fell off the swing and hit his head.

tables in Vegas. Down to her last

kneeling over her.

Worried that he might have a

$100, completely exasperated, she

concussion, his mom checked him all

cries, “What rotten luck! What in

He asks, “What happened? Is

night. Every hour, she’d gently shake

the world should I do now?”

she alright?”

him and ask, “What’s your name?”
A gentleman next to her, trying to

The operator replies, “I don’t know,

Soon, he began moaning in protest

calm her down, suggests, “I don’t

buddy. She put all her money on 29.

each time she entered the room.

know. Why don’t you play your age?”

When 36 came up, she fainted!”

When she went in at 5:00 am, she

He walks away. Moments later, he is

found something white on his

intrigued to hear a great commotion

forehead. Leaning close, she saw a

at the roulette table. Maybe, she won!

crayon-scrawled message taped to
his forehead.

Rushing back to the table and
pushing his way through the crowd,

It read: “My name is Daniel.”

ATTENTION OPTIMISTS!
Optimist International would like to showcase
the work you do in your communities. If your
Club runs an outstanding service project or
fundraiser, please submit details and photos
for an opportunity to be featured in a future
issue of The Optimist. All materials should be
sent to magazine@optimist.org. If you have any
questions, please call 800-500-8130.
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he is stunned to see the lady lying

rwpelj
YOUR New Club Building Committee is looking to

you

communities g beyond.
for leads in possible partnerships in your

We are seeking contacts with school boards, School Principals
Associations, Association of Police Chiefs, sports organizations and
similar groups. We would like to be able to meet with larger groups
in order to bring out the best in more kids.

REWARD:

Any leads resulting in a Club being formed will be entered
into a drawing for a Club grant to be used for a youth project.

**Anyone with leads**

please contact the New Club Building department:
800-500-8130 or Newclub@optimist.org

Cyberbullying

Spam

Internet
Safety

Virus

Social Networking Sites

Tell

Predators

Passwords
Chatrooms

Identity Theft

April is Optimist Internet Safety Month
• Make a Difference • Protect a Child • Save a Life
To request a complimentary Internet Safety packet for your Club,
e-mail communications@optimist.org.

