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Save the date
Optimist International 95th Annual Convention
July 4-6, 2013 | Cincinnati, Ohio
The International Convention events will take place
at the Duke Energy Convention Center.
Housing is available at the Millennium Hotel Cincinnati
and the Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza.
More information and a tentative agenda can be found on the Optimist
International website at www.optimist.org/convention.
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Mission Statement

By providing hope and positive vision,
Optimists bring out the best in kids.

Vision Statement

Optimist International will be recognized
worldwide as the premier volunteer
organization that values all children and
helps them develop to their full potential.

The Optimist Creed

Promise YourselfTo be so strong that nothing can disturb your
peace of mind. To talk health, happiness and
prosperity to every person you meet. To make
all your friends feel that there is something in
them. To look at the sunny side of everything
and make your optimism come true. To think
only of the best, to work only for the best and to
expect only the best. To be just as enthusiastic
about the success of others as you are about
your own. To forget the mistakes of the past
and press on to the greater achievements of
the future. To wear a cheerful countenance
at all times and give every living creature you
meet a smile. To give so much time to the
improvement of yourself that you have no time
to criticize others. To be too large for worry,
too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and
too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

Purposes of Optimist International
To develop optimism as a philosophy of life
utilizing the tenets of the Optimist Creed;
To promote an active interest in good
government and civic affairs; To inspire
respect for the law; To promote patriotism
and work for international accord and
friendship among all people; To aid and
encourage the development of youth, in the
belief that the giving of one’s self in service
to others will advance the well-being of
humankind, community life and the world.
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From the Coach’s Corner
Dear Fellow Optimists,
Last night I had a bad dream and I would like to tell
you about it.
Once upon a time, there was an organization whose
main purpose was to inspire the best in children.
After many years and for many reasons, the devoted
volunteers had forgotten to recruit new Members and
to build new Clubs in different communities. That
meant the Optimist Members got tired of working by
themselves and very often left their Clubs. Bit by bit, the Clubs had to shut
down due to the lack of new Members and after a few years, this wonderful
organization did not exist anymore.
Suddenly, the phone rang. I jumped up only to find out that someone had built
a new Club and they were calling to give me the good news. I was so happy to
realize what I had just experienced was only a bad dream!
Help me to make sure that what I dreamt that night stays a bad dream and
never becomes reality. I would prefer the big and beautiful dream of Optimist
Clubs being alive and well for many years and to know they are there to bring
out the best in kids for the future.
I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season and a very happy new year.
The new year signifies the opportunity to look forward; to see our goals for our
Clubs, Districts and the International organization being realized and achieved.
During this new calendar year, let us strive to work as a team to bring in new
Members and build new Clubs. Together, we can make our dreams for the
Optimist organization come true.

J.C. St-Onge
Optimist International President
Optimist International
at a glance
Membership:
92,763*
Total Clubs:
3,179*
Founded:
June 19, 1919
*As of November 15, 2012; figure includes JOOI Clubs
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Make an

Optimistic
Resolution
for the

New Year
by Kai Gansner, Director of Member Services
The holiday season is often filled with family gatherings
and hot chocolate or coffee with friends. There are usually

about them, too. After all, they are the ones who are
working hard right beside you.
It is almost Spring. While that may be hard to believe,

some great Optimist activities conducted as well. Now we

it’s true.

The winter doldrums will soon subside to

have moved into a new year and it is time for renewal in

sunshine and warmth. What will you do with this sense of

our lives.

renewal? What about starting a conversation about your

Have you made your resolution for the new year? It may

passion for “bringing out the best in kids”? People love to

be “to give so much time to the improvement of yourself

hear positivity, and we are in a great position as Optimists

that you have no time to criticize others.” It may be “to

to deliver happiness.

make all your friends feel that there is something in them.”

Optimist Clubs do great things for their communities.

It may be “to think only of the best, to work only for the

Those Clubs are made up of people like you. It is people like

best, and to expect only the best.” No matter what your

you who make all the difference. Through our individual

resolution, Optimist International hopes that you will keep

service, our collective camaraderie and our willingness to

it in mind and nurture your goals throughout the year. Be

share Optimism by asking others to join our movement,

sure to support those goals with daily objectives.

we create a better world.

Our Clubs focus on the youth in our communities. We
often ask for a stronger back, rather than a lighter load.
That is the embodiment of Optimism on display. How
about turning that around? What about focusing a night
on our Members? Consider hosting a spa night, card night
or casual gathering just for your Members. That would
be a great “thank you” for their dedication and service.
People do not care how much you know until they know
how much you care. Show your Members that you care
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Special Member

Incentive

Any Member that
recruits 5 new Members
by April 30 will be
invited to attend a
cocktail reception with
International President
J.C. St-Onge and be
introduced on stage at
the 2013 International
Convention in Cincinnati,
Ohio.

Reel Optimism
Get creative and share your Optimism in this unique
Club video contest! The grand prize is a $1,000 Club grant
from the Optimist International Foundation. Second
and third place prizes will also be awarded. Submission
deadline is March 1. For details and submission rules,
go to www.optimist.org/ReelOptimism.

Past International President Robert H. Leonard Passes Away
Past International President Robert H. Leonard (1966-67) died on November 12,
2012, in Knoxville, Tennessee at the age of 87.
Bob Leonard’s Optimism began as a child. “I cannot remember the time I did not
want to be a lawyer or an Optimist,” he was quoted as saying in 1966. That could
be because his father, a prominent attorney in Knoxville, was a long time member
of the Optimist Club of Knoxville and the younger Leonard was exposed to many
Club activities. “One of my earliest memories,” Leonard said, “is that of an Optimist
Club picnic.”
Leonard joined his father’s Club in 1950 and remained a member, with perfect
attendance, until his death. He served in many leadership positions within the Club
and the Tennessee District and eventually was elected to the Optimist International
Board of Directors in 1962. He became an International Vice President in 1964 and served as President during the
1966-67 year.
He is survived by his wife, Marie, and three children.
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The

PDCS in Pictures

Let other Optimists see the PDCs through your

eyes - and your camera lens! Optimist International

JOB OPENING

is looking for good photos of the PDCs to use in
future issues of the magazine, the Hotline and other

Become an Optimist Club
Ambassador!
Every Optimist Club is invited to have one Member designated as the Club’s Ambassador
to Optimist International. You
would receive monthly email
updates to share with the Club.
In return, you would provide
news about the Club’s service
projects to Optimist International for possible inclusion
in the magazine and online. It
is a new way of strengthening
the communications between
Clubs and Optimist International.
If you are interested in this
position send your name, Club
name and email address to:
ambassador@optimist.org.

promotions. Did you catch a great shot at your local
PDC? Feel free to share with everyone! Optimists can
send their best shots to magazine@optimist.org.

Showcase Your Optimism

Optimist International is proud to announce the availability of a new resource

that will allow Members to share their Optimism. A Creed poster can now be
downloaded from the website, which features all the tenets in a variety of fun
fonts on an eye-catching background.
Hang a poster in your home, office or anywhere you might feel the need for
some encouragement throughout the day. It is definitely a conversation starter
and will have people asking you about the Creed and what it means. Print off
posters to share with friends, family and potential new Members.
The inside back cover of this issue features a sample of the poster. Go to
www.optimist.org/e/creed.cfm to print your poster today.
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Club Emphasizes Importance of Community
The Montreal-Colombo Optimist Club, chartered in

In the 2011-12 year, the Club was very proud to have

1980, sponsors a wide variety of programs to serve their

sponsored two finalists in the District level Oratorical

local youth and community throughout the year. Nicola

contest. One of the finalists, Simon Larivière, said that “the

D’Elia, Coordinator of Communications & Programs at the

Oratorical contest allows me to improve myself for the oral

Canadian Service Centre was invited to spend the day with

presentations at school and it is also the kind of thing that is

the Club from the Quebec Center District to learn more

useful in order to have a successful job interview.”

about their Optimistic philosophy and activities.

Before their departure to a church’s consecration

Club President Jacques Gauthier said that the ageing

where the Optimist Club would be offering free meals in

population has caused him to make some changes in his

the afternoon, the Club’s Oratorical finalists accompanied

approach over the last few years. “It’s important to increase

two police officers to a local pharmacy to assist with the

the Club’s visibility. Often people are wondering what we do

Police Identification Day. Children were invited to fill out

and what our objectives are as a Club,” he explained.

a personalized booklet that would assist the police if they

There is now a growing collaboration between the
Montreal-Colombo Optimist Club and the Knights of

were ever reported missing. Digital prints, as well as a
printed photo were inserted in the booklets for each child.

Columbus. Gauthier believes “the Club obtains much
visibility this way, people see our team, they see our logo,
and it allows us to focus on our strengths: the marketing and
the commitment of the Members of our Club.”
While the Knights of Columbus are known to attract
large crowds to their events, they have needs for assistance
that the Optimist Club is willing and able to fill. This was
notably the case during a breakfast organized by the
Knights of Columbus in the filled-to-capacity basement of a
local church. The Optimist Club was able to step in and offer
assistance wherever needed.
The Club annually conducts the Oratorical contest in
an auditorium donated by a local senior residence. The

“It’s a pleasant way to establish an early bond between

residents and Club Members enjoy watching the contestants

the young people and the police services; it is also a security

and seeing the benefits of their hard work. “The seniors like

measure in the event of a reported disappearance,” said

to receive a visit from the youth, but most of all, they enjoy

community officer Normand Séguin.

seeing young people getting involved in activities that are
positive and help in improving themselves,” said Gauthier.

The Montreal-Colombo Optimist Club values its
partnership with the Montreal Police Service and is
dedicated to maintaining it in the future. For Halloween, the
Club presented a “haunted house” at a local police station.
Attendees had the opportunity to enter a raffle for two
bicycles.
Gauthier emphasized that an Optimist Club must
express a feeling of attachment towards its neighborhood, a
type of “local patriotism” where people have to get in touch,
discuss, trade and participate in activities to increase the
level of trust between individuals.
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Optimists Promote

Anti-Bullying
Message

by Fatima Plater, Member of the International Board of Directors

Once the students finished making their own puppets,

Optimists in the Michigan District are determined to

they enjoyed an Ugly Duckling-themed puppet show that

spread the word that bullying is unacceptable. The Metro

carried out the anti-bullying theme. The story stressed

Riverfront Optimist Club, Loving Community Optimist

the important of self-esteem and respect. Children were

Club and the WSU Warriors Optimist Club of Wayne State

asked to hold up cue cards so that everyone present could

University held a Back to School Anti-Bullying Birthday

participate with the correct quack, cry, woof or meow

Party for twenty clients of the Children’s Center of Detroit.

when needed during the show.

The Children’s Center is one of the largest, most

Attendees enjoyed a meal of pizza and chips. Each child

diverse child and family service agencies in Michigan.

was given an Optimist International sports bag with anti-

The center provides specialized therapeutic programs for

bullying bookmarks and treats. Prizes of school supplies

at-risk children and youth.

were also awarded.

This event was sponsored in part by an Optimist

The participating Members felt the day’s activities

International Foundation grant awarded to the Metro

reflected a tenet of the Optimist Creed: “To make all your

Riverfront Optimist Club.

friends feel that there is something in them.”

The children participated in Let’s Move exercises
directed by Marietta Franklin, an instructor at the Detroit
Michigan Downtown YMCA and Member of Metro
Riverfront Club. The Let’s Move initiative, developed by
First Lady Michelle Obama, is dedicated to solving the
challenge of childhood obesity within a generation.
The next activity allowed the young people to work with
their parents to make anti-bullying puppets and backpack
friends. Metro Riverfront Member, Lona Burch, her
Toward the Mark Puppet Team and volunteers were on
hand to provide assistance.
One student initially seemed disappointed with the idea
of doing an arts and crafts project. When he heard he was
going to be making a puppet, his face lit up and he hurried
to a table to get started.
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Sharing Optimism Can be a Treat

The Laurel-London Optimist Club in the

Kentucky-West Virginia District sponsors numerous
activities for local youth, but their Halloween event
is one of the most popular. This year, more than
400 children and their parents enjoyed a special
celebration at Laurel-London Optimist Field.
There were definitely more treats than tricks
as the children received gift bags and enjoyed
hot dogs and pizza. A special drawing for four
bicycles was conducted. Games and inflatables for
jumping and tumbling gave the event a carnivallike atmosphere.
One of the highlights of the evening was
the costume contest. Winners were selected in
three categories: cutest overall, most original
and scariest. The three winners received gift
certificates from Walmart.
On a quiet Saturday morning in Rancho Murieta, California,
children heard an unfamiliar sound ringing through the streets.
They were pleased to see an ice cream truck stocked with over
1,000 individual treats make its way through the neighborhood.
The event was sponsored by the Optimist Club of Rancho
Murieta in the Pacific Central District and spearheaded by
Member Alicia Correia. Since Rancho Murieta is an isolated
community, Alicia was aware that most of the young people had
never seen an ice cream truck and was convinced members of
the community would enjoy the experience.
The event was a huge success. Both children and adults
came running from their homes as they heard the sound of the
truck. Lines were formed at various community intersections
to wait for the truck’s arrival and to be handed one of the many
sweet treats available. The cost to the children was 25 cents and
adults that wanted a treat were asked to provide a donation.
Several Optimists followed the truck in golf carts to explain
the service the Club provides to the community and hand out
member applications.
Many residents requested that the visit from the ice cream
truck become an annual tradition. The event was a fun and
memorable way to serve the community and promote the Club.
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The efforts of the Club provided a safe and fun
event for everyone that attended. Members are
already looking forward to next Halloween.

Reading for a

Brighter Future
Fifteen years ago, the Downtown Optimist Club of To-

Richard Kline, the Director of the Shawnee County De-

peka entered into a partnership with the Shawnee County

partment of Corrections, the agency that supervises the

Juvenile Detention Center that continues today. The ar-

Juvenile Center, sees this as an important and vital part of

rangement allowed the Optimist Club to make a difference

the services and support provided to the juveniles at the

in the lives of youth who often feel neglected or unwanted

center. “For some of these youth, this is the first time in

by society.

their life where someone has sat down with them to read

The Club began conducting weekly meetings with

a book. It is through this experience that the youth begin

youth ages 11 to 17 who are being held at the center await-

to realize the importance and relevance that reading can

ing adjudication or placement in group homes or a state in-

have in their life. What adds to the impact of this program

stitution. Members and
community volunteers,
after clearance and training by the center staff,
select books from the
classics and contemporary authors who deal
with

youth

significant

meeting
challenges

in their lives. Over the

“We are putting into action
the original motto of our
organization: ‘Friend of
the Delinquent Boy.'"
Clyde Kensinger
Downtown Topeka Club Member

course of an hour one

though is that it is more
than just reading,” states
Kline. “It is also the first
time for many of them to be
asked their opinion, ideas
or beliefs. The discussion
though is not always about
finding a right or wrong
answer; it is an exercise in
reflective thinking. It is the
opportunity for youth to use

day a week, the Optimists and youth read and discuss the

the books to be able to discuss topics that are very relevant

books.

to the challenges they are facing in their lives. The juve-

As the book is being read, Members stop and pose

niles leave the facility with not only greater appreciation

questions to the youth, such as “what would you have done

about reading, but also a better understanding of them-

in this situation?” and “what were the options for the cen-

selves.”

tral character in this passage?” This approach allows the

Since the inception of the DODG program, the Club has

youth to participate, keeps them engaged and increases

provided more than $4,000 for the purchase of books for

their understanding of the circumstances as they relate to

the residents of the center.

their own lives.

The volunteers involved in the program encourage oth-

The goal of the Downtown Optimist Discussion Group

er Optimist Clubs not already involved with youth in deten-

or DODG, as it is known is to let kids in the center know

tion or group homes to consider a DODG-type program or

that people in the community are interested in them while

other activity working with these at-risk youth.

they are confined.
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Making Moves
by Elaine Lucca, International
JOOI Committee Member
The Bonita Vista High School
Octagon Club has donated over
$22,000 to the Optimist International
Childhood Cancer Campaign. Their
annual fundraiser may be fun, but
these JOOI Members take making a
difference in the lives of children with
cancer seriously.
These young Optimists from the
California South District have produced
a popular hip-hop dance showcase for
the last five years. The event is called
“Dance for a Cure” and is promoted
through Facebook. The students invite
the 12 best dance groups from the

Toward a Cure
hours instead of prizes or trophies, find a videographer that will donate their
services and solicit donations for snacks.
Selling ads to local businesses and Optimist Members for the printed
program, as well as refreshment sales boost profits. The sale of special event
t-shirts a few weeks ahead of the show helps advertise and create excitement.
The adult Optimists from the Bonita Club attend the event to act as security
and enjoy the performance.

San Diego area to showcase on stage
their strenuous, complex and often
extremely fast moves.
Friends and family of these 200 or
more dancers make up the cheering
audience, buying $10 wristbands at the
door, or they can reserve seating from
Octagon Members in advance for a $3
discount. The wristbands have proved
to be better for control than tickets and
are donated by a local theme park.
Five months before each show,
Octagon Members meet to form
committees to plan a better event than
the previous year. They find theater
space at a local high school that can be
used at no charge, recruit dance teams
by promising them community service
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If your Club is interested in producing a similar show, contact
the Youth Clubs department at youthclubs@optimist.org for
assistance. The excitement is contagious and the cause is inspiring.

JOOI – By Youth for Youth
The JOOI organization has a new look and a
new presence on the internet. The International
JOOI Board is proud to announce the new website,
www.JuniorOptimists.com.
Geared specifically toward potential new and current
JOOI Members, the website is colorful and features
plenty of pictures with information on all things JOOI.
There is also a link to the Optimist website, details on
the Optimist scholarship contests, the Torch newsletter
and more.
Please share the new website with the JOOI Members
in your area and any youth who might like to get involved.
It’s easy to navigate and fun to visit.
This page is designed and managed by JOOI Board members and is a resource tool for JOOI materials, communications,
photos and more. For the official JOOI page, please visit www.JOOI.org.

New JOOI Incentives

International President J.C. St-Onge has introduced two new JOOI

incentives for the 2012-13 year. There have never been more great
reasons to build a JOOI Club. Get started today!
JOOI Builder of Excellence Award:
The Adult JOOI Builder of Excellence who charters the most
new JOOI Clubs during the 2012-13 year shall be included in the OI
Presidents Winners Cruise in November 2013. Airfare and Cruise
for the JOOI BOE awarded. (JOOI BOE spouse Cruise expense is
included, but not airfare).*
New Junior Optimist and Octagon Clubs Awards:
A complimentary JOOI Convention registration shall be awarded
to the first 20 Junior or Octagon Clubs built during 2012-13. The Club
shall determine who shall utilize the convention registration as the
Club’s representative.**
*All dues and fees must be paid in full by September 30, 2013 in
order to qualify.
**All dues and fees must be paid in full by July 1, 2013 in order to
qualify.
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95 th Optimist International
July 4-6, 2013 | Cincinnati, Ohio
The 95th annual Optimist
International Convention takes
place next summer in the
spectacular river city of Cincinnati!
When it comes to convenience,
many cities talk the talk, but they
can’t walk the walk. In Cincinnati,
you can walk just about everywhere.
Prevention Magazine ranked
Cincinnati as one of the Top
10 Most Walkable Cities in the
United States. There are countless
restaurants, clubs and shops within
a two-minute walk from the host
hotels. This compact, easy-tonavigate footprint allows attendees
to explore the city before, between
and after events and includes many
new developments along the banks
of the Ohio River.
For more information, please
visit www.cincyusa.com. Just on
the other side, on the banks of
the Ohio River you can find a
number of things to do in the newly
developed Newport and Covington,
Kentucky areas. For details, visit
www.northernkentuckycvb.com.
12 • The Optimist

Register Today

Registering for the convention is easy! You can register online

or download the form - both are available at www.optimist.org/
convention. Mark your calendar and save money by registering
before the “early-bird” deadline of May 1. All other pre-registrations
must be postmarked or faxed no later than May 31 and received at
the International Office by June 7 to ensure proper processing.
Send the form with payment to:
Optimist International Convention
4494 Lindell Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108
»» Registrations paid by credit cards may be faxed to
(314) 735-4123.
»» Please do not mail the registration form if you submit one by fax.
»» After June 7, registration and payment will be accepted on-site.
Some meal event tickets may be sold out.
»» Sorry, registrations cannot be processed by telephone.
»» Questions, need a registration form sent to you? Whatever you
need, the Convention staff is available to assist:
Ronda Vaughn, Director of Meeting Services
ronda.vaughn@optimist.org; (800) 500-8130 ext. 205
Danny Schuette, Events Coordinator
danny.schuette@optimist.org; (800) 500-8130 ext. 226

five

Top
reasons to
attend the 2013
Convention

Convention

1

•Training! Expose your District
and Club officers to leadership
seminars, all included in the
cost of registration. Workshops
are open to anyone and promise
to educate you on many areas of

2

interest within the organization.

•Optimist camaraderie! It is a

Featured Events

terrific opportunity to network

You can talk all you want about what the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky

area has to offer; when it comes down to it, the 95th annual Convention will be
about one thing – Optimism!
Wednesday, July 3: Registration, Credentials & House of Optimism
(exhibits) Open 2-6pm
The place to be to pick up that perfect Club project or fundraising idea,
experience the fellowship, get to know the supply companies…..the House of
Optimism has it all!
Thursday, July 4: New this year - Presidential Banquet/Opening
Ceremony/Dance – Formal Event - Black Tie Optional
Truly a “can’t miss” event for any Optimist! International President J.C. StOnge and First Lady Marcelle will be there to welcome you.
First Timers’ Orientation
Not sure what to expect at an International Convention? Then be sure to
stop by the First Timers’ Orientation. International President J.C. St-Onge
and Past International President Charlie Wiles will personally welcome you to
your first International Convention. This session is designed to help you get
acquainted with the training, workshops, voting and the role of the sergeantat-arms. You do not have to be a first time attendee to attend.

and meet hundreds of dear
friends who all share the same
vision: to make this world a

3

better place for children by
“Bringing Out the Best in Kids.”

• Cincinnati! The city is easy to
get to and explore. The 3-day
conference

schedule

allows

time to come early or stay after
to experience the excitement of
the city.

•Get ready for all the little

4

things! Club officers benefit
from attending by learning how
to prepare budgets, appoint
committees and file reports on

5
time.

•Refresh your Optimist supplies
as well as fundraising and new
Club project ideas! You are sure
to hear a wide variety of new and

Continued on pg 14

unique ideas to share with your
Club.

Bring your children or grandchildren along
The Cincinnati Host Area Youth Activities Committee has plenty of fun in
store for youth ages 5 to 18 on Thursday, Friday and Saturday at the International
Convention. This will be one Optimist visit the kids will never forget!
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District Chairs Training

Friday, July 5: Appreciation Luncheon

Want to get the year off on the right foot? There is

Honoring spouses and guests who continue to support

no better way to make sure your District is prepared

Optimism in every way, this luncheon is a must. This

than attending the dynamic training at the International

year’s theme is “OH-IO, Ohio, Buckeye Country.” Buy

Convention. District Chair Designate training will be

your ticket today and enjoy the atmosphere, meal and

provided for Leadership Development, New Club Building,

entertainment. Do not forget to take this opportunity to

Membership and Club Services on Thursday from 1-5pm.

say thanks to others who have given so much! Business

Friday, July 5 & Saturday, July 6: Business Sessions
These are arguably the most informational events of

casual attire please.
2013-14 International President Breakfast

the entire Optimist Convention. This is your chance to

All Club Presidents-elect and Lieutenant Governors-

make your voice heard by voting on issues that will shape

elect are invited to a breakfast with 2013-14 International

the future of Optimism. It is also the best time to find out

President Ron Huxley. Tickets must be purchased in

what is going on throughout the organization. The closing

advance.

session will feature 2013-14 International President Ron

Saturday, July 6: Old Timers’/Fellowship Breakfast

Huxley, as he unveils his plans and goals.

Everyone is welcome! What better way to start off your

Back-to-School Workshops & Club Leaders Training

day than with a hearty breakfast and a lot of laughs? Join the

Whether you are an incoming Club Officer or simply

Past International Presidents, some of the organization’s

wanting to enhance your personal skills, these highly
acclaimed training sessions alone are worth the trip. One
of the workshops will certainly help you and your Club.

Housing
Millennium Hotel Cincinnati - connected to the Duke
Energy Convention Center
Call the hotel toll free at (800) 876-2100.
Hilton Cincinnati Netherland Plaza – not connected to, but just
a short block away from the Duke Energy Convention Center
Call the Hilton toll free at (800) 445-8667.

To book online, visit the Optimist International
website at www.optimist.org/convention.
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most revered legends and enjoy the live entertainment.

by Sarah Cox, President of the Optimist Club of Virginia Beach, Capital Virginia District
Spreading Optimism, sharing who we are and what

Just like the blower of soap bubbles, we Optimists tell

we do is much like blowing soap bubbles. Have you ever

our stories to others in hopes they will join in our efforts

noticed that when you blow bubbles, each bubble starts
from the same spot? The soap is on the wand,
quivering, tenuously attached to the edges,

to “bring out the best in kids.” We know
that not everyone will be interested.
Some will say yes and then

turn away. Others will
We Optimists
yet firm, pushes the center. The bubble
immediately say no. Some
tell our stories to
is at first concave and then turns into a
will begin with energy,
perfect circle. Every bubble is unique
built with enthusiasm,
others
in
hopes
they
will
with different sizes and shimmering
then hit a snag they did
with different colors. Bubbles start at
not expect, and just like
join
in
our
efforts
to
the same spot, yet they each follow a
a bubble, they will come
separate and distinct path.
back and pop right in
“bring
out
the
best
in
If you want to fill a room with bubbles,
front of us.
you have to hit a steady pace of dipping the
As Optimists, we watch in
kids.
”
wand, blowing and dipping the wand again.
wonder and awe as those beautiful
yet flexible and pliable. A breath, gentle

Sometimes when you blow, only one or two bubbles

bubbles - those new Optimists -

will form. Sometimes the first breath will pop the film

float through the air. We appreciate their differences and

without creating any bubbles. Other times you will run out

accept that not all will stay. For those that pop, we continue

of breath before you run out of bubbles. Occasionally, the

on in our efforts to reach others and spread the mission

bubbles will form, start to fly and then with a slight change

of Optimism. We pull that wand right back out and blow

in the wind, they will blow back to pop in your face.

again. It is who we are. It is what we do.
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Givthe Gift of Optimism
through

New Club Building
by Danielle Baugher, Director of Communications and
Community Outreach and Aaron Kaskowitz, Director of
New Clubs and Member Services
New Club building is much like finding the perfect gift
for someone. First you find that special someone. You want
to give them something that has a meaning they will never
forget. In this case, it would be a new community that has
needs that are not being met. The next steps are a labor
of love. You have to visit many places, talk to many people
and often ask for help. There may be times it seems like an
impossible task, but you push on knowing that if you keep
trying, the end result will be worth it. Then comes the big
day when you present the gift, when you charter the Club
and help them get started with their first project.
A new Club is the perfect gift for a community in need
and all communities have needs. The new Members are
pleased to be part of something bigger than themselves, to
have new friends that share their mission of service and to
be able to help make their community a better place to live.
The community benefits from this new group of energized
volunteers dedicated to providing assistance wherever
needed. The youth in the community benefit from their
interactions with this group of people and are inspired
to provide community service and perhaps become an
Optimist Member in the future.
New Club building is the gift that keeps on giving. By
building a new Club, you are helping a new community.
Each Member in that Club can bring in another new
Member, helping to ensure the Club’s longevity and service
to that area. If even just a few of those Members commit
themselves to building a new Club, then the gift of service
is given to another community. The cycle continues and
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Optimism continues to spread. This is how we ensure there
is Optimism for the future.
This is a notable story of one Optimist Member’s
experience with New Club building:
Dave Phillips considers himself to be a “numbers
person.” This is fitting because a new Optimist Club is
required to have a minimum of 15 new Members to be
granted their charter. Dave describes his emotions while
he was gathering support for the new Clubs as being a
“rollercoaster.” At times he felt disappointment while trying
to find enough people to commit to being Optimists, but
there were peaks of excitement and happiness like the
moment he registered the fifteenth Member.
Where there is a need, Dave wants to provide a solution.
The towns of North Scott and River Valley in Iowa now have
very successful Optimist Clubs because the volunteers
were persistent in finding the leaders within the community
to take up the cause.
The North Scott Club was organized in 2011. Their
accomplishments are impressive, not unlike many other

Clubs, but the beauty of this case is that a
brand new Club has an impact in a brand new
place. There are thousands of places just like
this town that could use a persistent leader
to commit to making this happen for their
community.
Here is Dave’s account of the two
successful Club building efforts.

North Scott Optimist
Club
“Our first informational meeting was in
November 2010.

We met weekly leading

up to the eventual chartering of the Club in
May, except for a three-week period during
the holidays. At the time we set a chartering
date, we had 13 prospective Members. We had

Following his advice, we asked a local restaurant owner, who was one of

faith that we would recruit the additional two

two prospective Charter Members we had recruited, if he would be willing

needed to reach the 15 Member requirement.

to open his restaurant for an informational meeting and he agreed. Prior

Amazingly, on the night of the chartering,

to the meeting, I asked fellow Club builder, Paul Oehrlein, how many people

we had 19 in the fold. After the Club was

had to show up for us to avoid admitting defeat, ceasing our efforts to build

chartered, it grew to 32 Members and now

this Club and moving to another location. He responded that we needed four

has 27 Members. The Club has truly made an

people. Well, five people showed up and four committed to becoming part of

impact on the North Scott community.

the new Club.

The North Scott Optimist Club went on to

I get emotional when I reflect on how close the River Valley Optimist Club

become a Sponsor Club in the building of a new

came to not becoming a reality; how many kids whose lives would not have

Club in 2012.”

been impacted for years to come if three or less people had shown up that

River Valley Optimist
Club

morning. That meeting was the ‘turning point’ in our Club building efforts.
We continued to have weekly meetings.
In July, we had 11 prospective Members. We decided that evening we

“Our first official informational meeting

would take a “leap of faith” and set a pre-organizational date of August 23,

was in May. We began our Club building efforts

and a chartering date of August 28. It was amazing. When we chartered,

about 2 months before, holding 9 informational

we had 36 in the fold. Over the next two weeks, four more Charter Members

meetings at a local library with little or no

were added. The Club now has 42 Members and one Friend of Optimists.”

attendance. We were very discouraged. Then
2010-11

International

President

The North Scott Optimist Club was chartered less than two years ago.

Danny

They have focused on supporting local youth in four areas – academics,

Rodgers visited the Iowa District for our annual

athletics, arts, music and drama and at-risk. The Club has already raised

Awards Banquet and I had the opportunity to

over $4,000 for youth activities, received a grant from a community

seek his advice on how we could turn around

organization for their Bicycle Safety and Rally Day, donated gift cards

our failing Club building efforts. He suggested

to students in need and formed the Optimist Clubs of Iowa Fund at the

conducting our informational meetings at a

University of Iowa Foundation to benefit youth battling cancer. The Club

different time of day.

received the Honor Club designation during the first year of their charter.
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The River Valley Club recently held their Charter Banquet
and are eager to get started working in the community.

Think about what the Club you build could accomplish
in a year or five years or twenty years from the time it is

This is one Member’s story about the successful building

chartered. How much of an impact could the new Club you

of two new Clubs. There are hundreds of Optimists thinking

help build have on its community? How many youth could

about building a new Club, wondering if it is possible and

that Club serve?

how it could be accomplished. Now is the time to stop
thinking and take action.

Help leave a legacy
of Optimism.
Optimism.
If you would like to get involved
with new Club building, please
contact Optimist International at
(800) 500-8130 ext 210 or via e-mail
at newclub@optimist.org. Give the
gift to another community and help
touch the lives of countless children
through Optimism.
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Two Pieces with One Purpose–
Optimist International & the Foundation
by Steve Skodak, Executive Director, Optimist International Foundation
When an Optimist Club is formed, it has two distinct
roles within the community it serves. The first is as a civic

opportunities for your Club increase when a personal or
corporate gift provides tax benefits to the giver.

organization with Members, Club meetings and service to

To take full advantage of tax deductible gift requests, you

the community. The second is as a charitable, literary and

only need to fill out a Pass Through Program application

educational organization.

found online at

www.oifoundation.org. For Canadian

Your local Club does amazing work to serve those needing

Optimist Clubs, the Outsourcing Program application is

a hand. Optimist International is the organization providing

found online at www.ccofoundation.org; then simply follow

support for your Club’s work. As an IRS designated 501(c)

the steps outlined. Filling out the form tells the IRS or CRA

(4) or Not for Profit, Optimist International is tax-exempt and

you are switching from your Optimist International role as

provides support for membership, Club meetings, leadership

a Club and taking on the role of fundraiser for the Optimist

development and social events. However, a donation made

International Foundations. Gifts are then made payable to

payable to your Optimist Club is not deductible for the donor.

Optimist International Foundation or the Canadian Children’s

Your Club has also a second set of resources it brings

Optimist Foundation and mailed to the Foundation’s office.

to your local community: those of the Foundations. The

Your Club receives a check to use for the purpose outlined

Optimist International Foundation is IRS designated 501(c)

on your Pass Through Program or Outsourcing Application.

(3), a charitable organization also tax-exempt but when a gift

A receipt for the gift is issued by the Foundation to your local

is made payable to Optimist International Foundation, the

donor.

donor receives a tax deduction. The Canadian Children’s

The service you provide to your community is a treasure

Optimist Foundation (CCOF) is also recognized by the

to be valued. Remember to utilize all the resources available

Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) as a charitable organization

to you as you make two pieces of the local Club work toward

and the donor also benefits from a tax deduction. Donor

one purpose.

Optimist International Foundation Board of Directors 2012-13

Roger Vaughan
President

Karen Monville
President-Elect

Mel Betts
Treasurer

Bill Teague

President 2009-2010

Ed Finn
Director

Steve Skodak, CFRE
Executive Director/
Secretary

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation Board of Directors 2012-13

Luc Dubois
President

Duane Kelly

President-Elect

Yves Berthiaume
Director

Lyle Merriam
Director

Michael Wood
Past President
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Spotlight on Club

Foundation Representatives
The position of Club Foundation Representative is

If so, your Club is already on track to receive

a vital part of the Optimist International Foundations

updates about all the exciting opportunities available

team. The Club Foundation Representative, or CFR

to Clubs this year.

as it is often called, is the liaison between the Optimist

If not, it isn’t too late! The first step is to identify

International Foundation or Canadian Children’s

the right person for the role. Any active Club Member

Optimist Foundation and the CFR’s individual Club.

seeking a leadership role within their Club should

This volunteer plays the key role of keeping their Club

consider the position of CFR. This person should be

informed of the many opportunities the Foundations

comfortable speaking with Club Members, organized

offer throughout the Optimist year, and is responsible

and able to complete reporting on gifts given within

for informing their Club about the Foundations and

the local Club.

their mission.

The next step is to visit www.oifoundation.org for

As a CFR, you will be expected to:

US and Caribbean Clubs or www.ccofoundation.org

• Attend local Club meetings and make Foundation

for Canadian Clubs and register your newly appointed

information available to Club Members;

CFR under the CFR/DFR tab.

• Speak to Club Members about the value and
purpose of the Foundations;
• Solicit donations from Club Members, local
individuals and businesses in support of the Club’s
charitable programs;
• Maintain accurate records of Club charitable gifts
and mail in donations;
• Speak to the Club about donor recognition
programs available to Members and
• Provide information to Club Members on services
available from the Foundations

If you have any questions about the
role of CFR or what it means for your
Club, please contact:
Emily Standley at (800) 500-8130 ext 249, or via
email at emily.standley@oifoundation.org for
the US and the Caribbean;
Carole Leclère at the Canadian Children’s
Optimist Foundation at ext 336, or via email at
carole.leclere@fondationoec.org.

Does your Club have a rep?

Canadian Children’s
Optimist Foundation
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Apply Today for the
Club Grant
Program

Guidelines for Eligibility:

Optimist Clubs can now apply to receive one of
twenty matching $500 grants offered by the Optimist
International Foundation.
If your Club has a new project or event that meets the
mission of being charitable, literary or educational, and
beneficial for youth, then the possibility of receiving
part of the $10,000 the Foundation awards each year is
just one short application away.
Examples of last year’s recipients, along with
the grant application are available on the Optimist
International Foundation website at www.oifoundation.
org/programs. The Club Grant Program is a great way
to take a step towards making a difference in your local
community. The Foundation wants to help you make
that difference and continue to “Help Optimists Help
Kids.”

• Any adult Club served by OIF is
eligible to apply for a $500 grant for a
new project.
• The project must start and finish
between April 2013 and March 2014.
• Gifts for the project must qualify
for charitable contribution for IRS
purposes.
• Grants will be matching grants, with
Clubs expected to show plans for the
matching the money and reporting the
results. Clubs will complete follow-up
reports.
• Grants are for one year only.
• Club dues must be current.
• Clubs might consider using the Pass
Through Program to obtain donations
from local businesses and foundations.

Important Dates:
January 2: Applications available online and
by request.
March 8: Applications must have been
received at the St. Louis office. Do not send to
the P.O. Box!
May 17: Winners notified and asked to
identify someone to receive the check at
the International Convention.

Thanks to a Club Grant, the Arnold-Imperial
Optimist Club was able to host a Christmas
party for local children. What will a Club Grant
help your Club accomplish?
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Stories of Optimism
In this special story, an Optimist from the North Texas District shares why he is proud to be a Member of his Club.

Making a Difference Can be Done
By Don Sanders
I am very thankful to have joined the Fort Worth
Aerospace Optimist Club. I have met many wonderful

Share your story of Optimism

and caring people. We do so much for so many kids, it

If you would like to share your

is difficult to keep track. I especially like what we do for

Story of Optimism, please contact

the Helbing Elementary School. The school is in a very
economically deprived area, but with our help it is now a

the Communications department at

highly recognized school, even though most of the parents

magazine@optimist.org. Help spread

do not speak English.
We help provide the children with school supplies and

the word about how great it is to be

shoes for those in need. The kids there are just adorable.

an Optimist and the work your Club is

I took pictures of them with Santa and Mrs. Claus (Past

doing to “bring out the best in kids.”

Governor Larry O’Conner and his wife) last year. It was
truly an enjoyable experience.
We donate soccer balls to the most improved student in
each grade every six weeks. Most improved has more to
do with changes in attitude and making an effort than in

Stories may be used in future issues
of the magazine, other publications
or on the Optimist website.

being the best student with the best grade. We are trying
to help the kids that are seldom noticed, so they realize
that they too can make a difference.
The Club also provides savings bonds and medals to
the highest achieving student that is graduating to middle
school. Being presented with these awards in front of their
parents and the other kids is a really big deal. We hope that
the recognition stays with them as they progress in school.
We also provide the school with a racetrack and radio
controlled cars to be used as a carnival fundraiser. The
kids enjoy playing with the cars and sometimes they are
quite amusing to watch.
I honestly cannot say enough for our Club. It’s the best.
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paid advertisement

Professional Development Program

Optimist International’s Leadership Development Committee is launching a

Professional Development Program designed to provide leadership training for
both potential and current Optimist Members. The target audience is young
professionals and Optimist Members who seek to develop and hone their
professional skills.
The one-day program is based on “Optimist International’s Skills

to the

Development” modules. These modules have been revised and updated to have
a more professional focus. The inaugural program will feature the following

2012-13
CCDHH
Theme

modules: “Leadership Styles & Profiles,” “Managing Change,” “Optimism as a
Philosophy of Business” and some components of “Time Management.”
Fees for the program will be $250 for non-Optimists, $100 for Optimist
Members and $200 for anyone choosing to become a “Friend of Optimists” when
registering for the seminar.

After hearing from several
Members who work closely with
the deaf and hard of hearing
community, Optimist International
will now allow a new CCDHH topic
as an acceptable revision to the
current topic. Both topics will be
accepted for the 2012-13 CCDHH
contest only. This will not affect

The first Professional Development Program will be launched in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin on Thursday, January 24 in conjunction with the Vice PresidentElect training at the Hyatt Regency Milwaukee. For further information or to
participate in this program, please contact Stephanie Monschein, Director of
Training & Leadership Development at stephanie.monschein@optimist.org.

The Leadership Academy:
The Best of The Best!

Optimist International is looking for “the best of the best” in leadership for

the Oratorical Contest in any way.

selection to the Optimist International Leadership Academy. This program has been

The current topic is “Why

developed to assist the organization in developing a set of “best practices,” initiatives

My Voice is Important.”

Also

designed to increase the quality of our leadership pool at every level. Highly

acceptable is “Why My Opinions

successful Club and District leaders, who demonstrate exceptional leadership skills,

are Important.”

will be selected to attend the Academy. During this one-day program, the selectees
will participate in a series of exercises and workshops designed to allow them to

Scholarship Rule
Clarification

share and learn successful leadership skills and practices.
Selection to the Academy will be determined by demonstrated leadership skills
and recommendations from Optimist International staff, International Vice
Presidents and the International President. Recommended candidates will be

Oratorical

submitted to the Leadership Development Committee for final selection. Only

contests are open to students under

fifteen candidates will be selected for classes held at Parallel District Conferences

age 19 who have not graduated from

and thirty candidates will be chosen to attend the class at the International

high school or the equivalent. If a

Convention. Selectees will receive a free registration and a one-day per diem to

student turns 19 before graduating,

attend the Academy.

The

Essay

and

they would be ineligible to compete

Members of the Academy will be recognized on stage during the Convention and

regardless of when the Club, Zone

receive a special lapel pin. Academy graduates would be a source for future Optimist

or District contests are conducted.

International leadership roles and positions.
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Dangers of Social Networking Sites:

What they are and how Optimists can help

Social networking sites have become a
popular place for youth to connect with people and share
information. They appeal to children and teens because
they provide a place where they feel like they belong and
can freely express themselves with others who have similar
interests. There are numerous benefits to these websites,
which are open to anyone with access to a computer. The
dangers of social networking sites however, are very real
and many people underestimate the potential for serious
problems.
Social networking sites allow members to create
personalized pages that may include personal information
such as age, city and state they reside in and birth date.
Members may also share photos, videos and personal
comments.
Information posted on social networking sites is
available for everyone and anyone to see, unless specific
privacy settings are installed. Social networking sites
provide a false sense of security because the user is often
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at home in their bedroom or in another setting where they
feel safe and protected. Youth may see little or no harm in
sharing personal information from behind the safety of the
computer screen.
It is very easy to give away personal information that
can enable people to find you or your family members.
Youth should never post their personal address, phone
number or full name on a social networking site. Personal
information should never be given out to people the child
does not know. A last name and city may be enough for a
predator to locate a child. Predators visit social networking
websites to find information left in blogs, comments and
personal profiles to take advantage of children and teens
when their parents may not be at home, or when kids are
at school or with friends.
Youth should be advised to not assume that people are
who they claim to be online. Predators often assume a fake
identity and establish a profile that makes them attractive
to youth. They may reach out suggesting they share a
common interest, one that is featured prominently on the

child’s profile. After gaining the child’s

begin a chat. There are typically no controls on these websites that prohibit

trust, they may suggest meeting in

adults, even potentially dangerous ones, from contacting children. Youth

person, which puts the child in danger

should be advised to immediately end any communication that makes them

of being abused or kidnapped.

feel uncomfortable and report it to a parent.

Online Gaming

Cyber-bullying

The internet allows youth to play

Another very real threat is cyber-bullying, which can expose youth to

video games with neighbors, as well

harassment at all hours. The popularity of social networking websites has left

as strangers from around the world.

children vulnerable to bullying, even from the safety of their own homes. These

The graphics and visuals often make

electronic bullies can remain virtually anonymous through temporary e-mail

it difficult to distinguish between

accounts and fake profiles. Cyber-bullying can include the posting of cruel

the online game and real life. Many

gossip on a social networking website meant to damage a person’s reputation,

online games have messaging and chat

impersonating someone online to cause embarrassment or sending repeated

features. Once a child is logged into

offensive messages. Cyber-bullying can often lead the bullied individual to

the game, anyone who has their screen

take drastic measures because of the effects on their self-esteem or because

name can send them a message and

they no longer feel safe, even in their own home.

April is Optimist
Internet Safety Month.
There is a growing need
for education of youth,
teens and adults about
these dangers, which
range from cyber-bullying

How you can help protect
		 youth from these dangers:
Educate Yourself and Your Club

Contact Optimist International at communications@optimist.org to request
a Club Internet Safety packet. Watch the Club Education DVD during a Club
meeting or event.
Visit social networking websites and become a member. Familiarize yourself
with the websites and what they offer. If you create your own profile to
connect with friends or coworkers, you can speak more knowledgeably with
children about these sites.

Connect with Others in Your Community

important role in this effort.

Reach out to local adult groups to find out what their concerns are and how
they are protecting their children. Other adults may present new ideas and
can share what has worked for them in regards to internet dangers. These
contacts may also help you determine how your Club can play a role in
educating the local community and ensuring the safety of local children.

Please contact your District

Create and Maintain an Open Dialogue

to internet predators.
Optimists can play an

Internet Safety Chair or
Optimist International at
communications@optimist.org
to learn more.

Schedule your Club to present the Faux Paw, Teen Safety and Adult
Education components of the Optimist Internet Safety program to local
schools and community organizations. Your Club’s involvement does not end
immediately after the presentation. Invite the youth and parents to contact
you if they have questions or need to discuss something at a later time.
Sometimes youth, especially teens do not feel comfortable approaching
their parents about a potentially dangerous situation and parents may need
a resource if they are dealing with a difficult matter.
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Swing your Way
into Optimism
Optimist Junior Golf is an exciting and unique junior
golf program for youth ages 10-18. Here is an overview of
everything you need to know to get involved with one of
the most successful Optimist programs.

Optimist District Qualifiers
These qualifying tournaments are organized by
Optimist Clubs and their volunteers and are overseen by
a District Chairperson. More than 5,000 youth throughout
the United States, Canada and in several countries compete
in official Optimist qualifying tournaments. The best of
these golfers advance to the annual Optimist International
Junior Golf Championship. Visit golf.optimist.org for
qualifier information in your area.

The Optimist International Junior
Golf Championships
The OIJGC, or simply “The Optimist” as the Junior
Golfers know it, is one of the largest and most prestigious
junior golf events in the world. Each year, more than
600 junior golfers from 30 countries participate in the
tournament held at the PGA National Resort & Spa. Wellknown professional golfers have participated in Optimistsponsored events, champions like Phil Mickelson, Davis
Love III, John Daly and Michelle McGann.

Save the Date
2013 Optimist International Junior Golf Championships
July 25-29, 2013 Boys 10-11, 12-13 and 14-15 –
Girls 10-12 and 13-14
July 31 – August 4 Boys 16-18 – Girls 15-18
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Tournament of Champions
The Tournament of Champions is an invitational junior
golf championship for previous participants of Optimist
Junior Golf events and other top junior golfers. The
tournament is for male and female junior golfers ages 11-18
and will be held November 9-10, 2013 at ChampionsGate in
ChampionsGate, Florida.

Coming Soon – Optimist Junior
Golf Spring Series
The Optimist Junior Golf Spring Series will be launched
March 9-10, 2013 at Waterchase Golf Club in Ft. Worth,
Texas. The 36-hole event for male and female junior
golfers ages 14-18 and will include approximately 80
junior golfers from throughout North America and other
countries. In order to be considered, golfers must submit
a tournament application no later than February 1, 2013.
All players must meet the scoring criteria for this event
in order to qualify for the Championships.

This is a

qualifying event for the 2013 Optimist International Junior
Golf Championships with the top five in each age division
earning an exemption!

How We Rank
Junior Golf Tournaments are ranked each year by
Golfweek and Junior Golf Scoreboard. For the boys, the
2012 Optimist Junior Golf Championship ranked 137 out of
298 events. For the girls, the tournament ranked 149 out
of 285 events. The Optimist International Tournament of
Champions ranks 37 out of 298 junior events for the boys
and 47 out of 285 events for the girls.

How You and Your
Club can Help
Use the program as a recruiting tool.
Club Members may choose to invite
parents to attend a future Optimist
meeting in their hometown. New Member
recruitment will only strengthen and
expand the Optimist Golf program.
Clubs are encouraged to conduct
junior golf fundraisers, sponsor a golfer
to advance to the next level and provide
volunteers on the days of District
tournaments. Clubs can work with golf
courses in their area to provide a prequalifier that all kids can participate
in without traveling a great distance.
Courses are often willing to provide their
course for a very low fee during certain
times of the year.
Help reach out to local golf courses
and schools to find players to participate.
Remember that for many golfers and
parents, their experience with Optimist
Junior Golf starts with you!

For more information on the
Optimist Junior Golf Program:
Contact the Optimist Junior Golf Department at golf@optimist.org
Visit golf.optimist.org
Like Optimist Golf on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/optimist.golf
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WELCOME

to the
CANADIAN

SERVICE

CENTRE

When visitors enter the Canadian Service Centre
in Montreal, the first thing they see is the Optimist
International logo. The reception area is bright and
welcoming. Optimist brochures and magazines are
prominently on display and visitors are encouraged to
take the items with them for further review.
The Canadian Service Centre offers a fully-equipped
conference room. The space is open to groups that want
to conduct meetings and to all Optimists who want to
make presentations to the staff. The equipment allows
for conference calls, which are often conducted between
the Canadian office and the Optimist International
headquarters in St Louis, Missouri. The wifi network
is also accessible to those attending meetings in
the conference room, allowing Skype to be used for
presentations.
The office is also equipped with a lunchroom for
the staff and to provide refreshments to visitors and
meeting attendees. The room is conviently equipped
with a refrigerator, washing machine, cold water
dispenser, automatic coffee machine, convection oven
and microwave.
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Meet the Staff
Senior

Director

Canadian

Service

of

the

the two offices of Optimist International is key and Nicola

Centre,

assists in maintaining an open line of communication.

Jacques Pelland also serves
as

the

Canadian

Every Wednesday, the staff

Children’s

accountant

Stephen

Pollock

Optimist Foundation Secretary-

comes in to the office. His job

Treasurer.

is to balance accounts, monitor

Jacques

works

directly with Canadian Optimist Members in every

budgets and make sure all the

facet of the organization, from membership to new Club

numbers add up. While some

building to leadership development. He ensures that the

may think accounting is a boring job, the office staff agrees

office in running smoothly on a day-to-day basis and does

that Stephen is certainly not boring.

everything he can to help the Canadian Districts have a

The

successful Optimist year.

Centre
Carole

Leclère

is

the

François

Canadian
IT

technician
sometimes

Service
Jeanshares

Administrative Assistant for the

Stephen’s office. However, he

Canadian Children’s Optimist

has a secondary office where

Foundation. She is the first

he makes sure that all of the

to arrive at the office every

computer servers are running properly. Without his

morning. Armed with a cup of

efforts, staff would be unable to respond to Members’

coffee and a glass of water, she checks her emails and plans

e-mail requests and questions in a timely manner or host

her daily agenda. Her responsibilities include preparing

the Canadian Club websites.

memos, allocating donations, verifying accounts payable

The official translator, Gaston

and sending out recognition to Foundation donors. She

Cousineau may not be present

attended her first International convention in Milwaukee.

in the office often, but he is

Béatrice Rossignol is the

certainly very active within the

Associate Director of Member

organization. He produces high

Services. She is the longest

quality translations from English

serving member of the Canadian

to French on a daily basis. He

Service Centre staff. Beatrice is

helps ensure the availability of

well-versed in all aspects of the

all Optimist materials for the French-speaking Members of

organization and always willing to answer a Member’s

the organization. His organizational skills and dedication

question. At the International convention each year, she

ensure that he will meet expectations, even when deadlines

assists with registration for French-speaking Members

are tight.

and wherever else she may be needed.

The Montreal office of Optimist International is always

Nicola D’Elia is a relatively new member of the Optimist

busy. The staff enjoy their work and they work well as a

staff. He coordinates the scholarship awarding and

team. It is never forgotten that the mission of Optimist

allocation for the Canadian Districts, submits materials on

International staff is “to bring out the best in kids” by

Canadian Clubs for the Optimist publications and responds

supporting the Clubs, Optimist programs, Members,

to Member questions and requests. Coordination between

contributors and their coworkers.
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Optimists Reach New Heights with PGI

The following Optimists submitted their requirements for
achieving Levels VII and X of the Personal Growth & Involvement
Program between August 2 and October 22, 2012.
PGI Level VII Recipients
Larry Brown		
COWY
Joyce Silagy		
MI
Nova Sipe		
AZ

PGI Level X Recipients
Adrian Elcock		
CAR
Norma Leahman
CALSO
James Sullivan
PC

Top Districts as of September 30th, 2012
District			
South Texas		
Arizona			
California South		
Oklahoma		
South Florida		
Dakotas-Manitoba-Minnesota
North Carolina East		
Pacific Central		
Tennessee		
Georgia			

Representative
Jack Hopkins
Nova Sipe		
Jim Walker
Don Crall		
David Schmitt
Susan Fix		
Bill Edgerton
Russell Blowers
Rhonda Luebke
Frank Cullins

Avg Member Contribution
$38.54
$37.36
$36.65
$29.63
$29.45
$15.53
$15.16
$14.95
$14.91
$13.12

District			
South Texas		
Michigan			
South Florida		
Arizona			
California South		
Dakotas-Manitoba-Minnesota
Georgia			
Iowa			
Alabama-Louisiana-Mississippi
Ohio			

Representative
Jack Hopkins
Marc Katz
David Schmitt
Nova Sipe		
Jim Walker
Susan Fix		
Frank Cullins
Barbara Robertson
James Miner
Ellen Brautigam

Total Contributions
$68,324.00
$38,014.43
$37,494.90
$37,392.89
$33,054.35
$28,535.74
$22,093.09
$21,565.85
$21,142.41
$20,893.34

3

To learn more about the
resources offered by
the Foundation, check
out page 19.

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation
District		
Representative
Avg Member Contribution
AMS&NW
Douglas Kirby
$37.47
PNW
Edward III Murphy $30.57
EONT
Alain Leblond
$20.33
District		
AMS&NW
MWONT 		
SWONT 		

Representative
Douglas Kirby
Sharon Ball
Nina Strickland

Christian D. Larson Partners Membership

Total Contributions
$36,726.22
$34,600.66
$27,711.41

3

482. James R. Miner

486. Ed Taylor

490. William “Earl” White (In Memory)

483. Dale Sprague (In Memory)

487. Dan Beck

491. Donald L. Berger

484. Judith Conway Kluge

488. Gary Smiga

492. Sandi Schmidt

485. Stephen C. Bucher (In Memory)

489. Sean B. Strahota
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**The list can be found in its entirety on
the Optimist International Foundations
website at www.oifoundation.org.

Donor Listing

3

**PEARL BENEFACTOR $250,000

**EMINENT BENEFACTOR - CENTRAL ONTARIO
Ian Carter
$10,000

SOUTH TEXAS
Ron Graves

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI
Optimist Club of Hernando, MS
ALBERTA, MONTANA, SASKATCHEWAN & NORTHERN
WYOMING
Optimist Club of Billings-Breakfast, MT
Peter Smith
Optimist Club of Medecine Hat,
Alberta
CENTRAL ONTARIO
Optimist Club of Barrie
COLORADO-WYOMING
Optimist Club of Boulder, CO
Optimist Club of Colorado
Springs-Academy, CO
INDIANA SOUTH
Optimist Club of Santa Claus, IN
IOWA
Optimist Club of Davenport
Evening, IA
Optimist Club of Solon, IA
KENTUCKY-WEST VIRGINIA
Eulas J. Hayes
MIDWESTERN ONTARIO
Optimist Club of Bryanston-Birr
Optimist Club of Sebringville
Optimist Club of London-Fanshawe
NORTH CAROLINA WEST
Optimist Club of Charlotte-Hidden Valley, NC
NORTH FLORIDA
Optimist Club of Winter Haven,
FL
NORTH TEXAS
Danny Rodgers
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Peter Smith, BC
Optimist Club of Abotsford, BC
Optimist Club of Chilliwack, BC
SOUTH FLORIDA
David and Kathy Schmitt
SOUTHWESTERN
ONTARIO
Optimist Club of Windsor-Forest
Glade
Ray Stanley

**COPPER BENEFACTOR $100,000
OHIO
Optimist Club of CentervilleNoon, OH

**DIAMOND BENEFACTOR
- $75,000
SOUTH FLORIDA
Robert and Toni Garner

** GOLDEN BENEFACTOR
- $50,000
DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-MINNESOTA
In Memory of Optimist George
L. Douglas, Manitoba

**BRONZE BENEFACTOR $15,000
ALBERTA, MONTANA, SASKATCHEWAN & NORTHERN
WYOMING
James B. McKinnon
Duane Kelly, Alberta
ARIZONA
Sandra E. Williams
CALIFORNIA SOUTH
Optimist Club of Del Mar-Solana
Beach, CA
CAPITAL-VIRGINIA
Optimist Club of Fairfax-Central,
VA
CENTRAL ONTARIO
Optimist Club of Oakville
INDIANA NORTH
Optimist Club of New CastleBreakfast, IN
IOWA
Optimist Club of Dubuque, IA
Optimist Club of Griswold, IA
MICHIGAN
Optimist Club of Bay City-Noon,
MI
MIDWESTERN ONTARIO
Optimist Club of London-Carling
Heights
Optimist Club of Petersburg
NORTH TEXAS
Don L. Arnwine
QUÉBEC WEST
Jean-Claude St-Onge
SOUTH CAROLINA
Optimist Club of St. Andrews, SC
SOUTHWESTERN
ONTARIO
Optimist Club of Petrolia-Lambton Central

COLORADO-WYOMING
Optimist Club of Denver-Denver
Tech Center, CO
Optimist Club of Denver-Tamarac, CO
INDIANA SOUTH
Charles Curry
IOWA
Optimist Club of CorydonWayne, IA
MICHIGAN
Optimist Club of BrightonBreakfast, MI
Optimist Club of Detroit-Central,
MI
NORTH TEXAS
Patricia Garner
OKLAHOMA
Ronnie Osborn
QUÉBEC OUEST
Cub Optimiste de Lachenaie

This is a record of lifetime
accumulation levels achieved from
July 1, 2012 – September 30, 2012 for
individuals and Clubs. This listing is
for gifts recorded up to the deadline
date for the printing of The Optimist.

OKLAHOMA
Optimist Club of Bixby, OK
PACIFIC CENTRAL
Robert G. Wright
QUÉBEC WEST
André Jobin
QUÉBEC SUD
Alain Savard
SOUTHERN WISCONSIN
Optimist Club of Madison-Northeast, WI

**BENEFACTOR - $1,000

ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI
Jon Ryan
Nancy Ryan
ALBERTA, MONTANA, SASKATCHEWAN & NORTHERN
**HONORED BENEFACTOR WYOMING
Richard Brodie
- $2,500
CARIBBEAN
ALBERTA, MONTANA, SAS- Optimist Club of Kingston-SunKATCHEWAN & NORTHERN set, Jamaica
WYOMING
COLORADO-WYOMING
Marilyn Bushell
Michael J. Geiger
James McWilliams
GEORGIA
John Anderson
Susan White
Irene Hoggarth
ILLINOIS
ALABAMA-LOUISIANA-MIS- Optimist Club of Milan, IL
SISSIPPI
KENTUCKY-WEST VIRGINIA
James H. Adams
Optimist Club of Sissonville, WV
ATLANTIC CENTRAL
MICHIGAN
Kathleen Manchec
Raymond L. Finocchio
CAPITAL-VIRGINIA
Mary Lowery
Lawson K. Headley
Dorothy L. Tyler
Patricia A. Weber
CENTRAL ONTARIO
Optimist Club of Puslinch
NEBRASKA
DAKOTAS-MANITOBA-MIN- Lesley Hanson
NESOTA
NEW YORK-NEW ENGLAND
Optimist Club of Bismarck-Cen- Optimist Club of New Windsortral Dakota, ND
Cornwall, NY
EASTERN ONTARIO
NORTH CAROLINA EAST
Yvon Quesnel
Clifton and Debra Fulcher
Gaétan Labelle
NORTH TEXAS
Henri Sylvain
David and Gloria Mojica
Gaétan Globensky
Optimist Club of Amarillo-South,
ILLINOIS
TX
**DISTINGUISHED
Optimist Club of Silvis, Il
OHIO
BENEFACTOR - $5,000
MICHIGAN
Optimist Club of Brookfield, OH
ALBERTA, MONTANA, SAS- Optimist Club of Plymouth, MI Optimist Club of Dayton-Huber
KATCHEWAN & NORTHERN
Heights, OH
MIDWESTERN ONTARIO
WYOMING
Clayton Knarr
OKLAHOMA
John Anderson
Optimist Club of St-Jacobs
Jerry R. Price
Vince Parker
NEW
YORK-NEW
ENGLAND
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Earl W. Pollock
Optimist Club of Liverpool, NY Florence and Larry Blackburn
ATLANTIC CENTRAL
OHIO
WEST MISSOURI
Peter C. Eschmann
Jennifer R. Kendo
Dorothy Carpenter
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Sunnyside

Life Lessons
A young girl was doing her homework and asked her father, “Dad, what is the difference between anger and
exasperation?”
The father replied, “It’s mostly a matter of degree. Let me show you.” He picked up the phone and dialed a
number at random. To the man who answered the phone, he said, “Hello, is Melvin there?
“There is no one here named Melvin. You should dial more carefully,” snapped the man.
“See,” said the father to his daughter. “That man was not at all happy with our call. He was probably busy with
something and we annoyed him.”
The father dialed the number again. “Hello, is Melvin there?”
“You just called this number and I told you there is no Melvin here! You have a lot of nerve calling here again!”
The father turned to his daughter and said, “You see, that was anger. Now I’ll show you what exasperation
means.” He again dialed the same number, and when a loud voice roared, “Hello!” the father calmly said, “Hi,
this is Melvin. Have there been any calls for me?”

Checking In
A young college student wrote home to his family: “Dear Mom and Dad, I haven’t heard from you in nearly a
month. Please send a check, so I’ll know you’re all right.”

Old Friends
On his first visit to the zoo, a little boy stared at the caged stork for a long time. Then he turned to his father
and exclaimed, “Gee, Dad, I guess he doesn’t recognize me.”
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To Do:
x Make Breakfast
__

x Go to Work
__
x Go to the Grocery Store
__
x Fill up the Gas Tank
__

x Vacuum the Living room
__
__ Help 6 million kids

In today’s busy world, all of us have a growing list of chores, responsibilities
and errands we have to complete. Thanks for keeping yours Optimistic.
Ask a friend, colleague or neighbor if they have the time to help
6 million kids. When they ask how, tell them the answer is simple.
Become an Optimist. It all starts with reaching out to one child.
Make a difference today and for the future.

