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ANNOUNCING THE NEW OPTIMIST SUPPLY!
We are excited to announce
that Optimist International has
entered into a partnership to run
supply operation for Clubs in the
United States and the Caribbean,
beginning January 1, 2012.
Members can access the supply operation by going to the website at www.optimistsupply.com
or by calling (314) 664-3506 or toll free (855) 664-3506 from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm CT Monday through Friday.

Please contact us for information on any items, including
custom orders. Be sure to visit the website often to find
monthly specials and new merchandise. Check out the
official Optimist Supply page on Facebook and follow
optimistsupply on Twitter for the latest information.
New Canadian Supplier
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Mission Statement

By providing hope and positive vision,
Optimists bring out the best in kids.

Vision Statement

Optimist International will be recognized
worldwide as the premier volunteer
organization that values all children and
helps them develop to their full potential.

The Optimist Creed

Promise YourselfTo be so strong that nothing can disturb your
peace of mind. To talk health, happiness and
prosperity to every person you meet. To make
all your friends feel that there is something in
them. To look at the sunny side of everything
and make your optimism come true. To think
only of the best, to work only for the best and to
expect only the best. To be just as enthusiastic
about the success of others as you are about
your own. To forget the mistakes of the past
and press on to the greater achievements of
the future. To wear a cheerful countenance
at all times and give every living creature you
meet a smile. To give so much time to the
improvement of yourself that you have no time
to criticize others. To be too large for worry,
too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and
too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

Purposes of Optimist International
To develop optimism as a philosophy of life
utilizing the tenets of the Optimist Creed;
To promote an active interest in good
government and civic affairs; To inspire
respect for the law; To promote patriotism
and work for international accord and
friendship among all people; To aid and
encourage the development of youth, in the
belief that the giving of one’s self in service
to others will advance the well-being of
humankind, community life and the world.
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Jack’s Jottings
Dear Optimist Members,
I hope each of you are enjoying being part of the
“100% and then some” year for our organization. After
our fantastic start, we are well on our way. Hopefully you
all enjoyed your holidays, but now it is time to recommit
yourself to our “100% and then some” theme for the year.
You have proven we are on the right track toward
growth, but now is the time to make that extra effort, to
reach toward our goals and then…surpass them! That is
what 100% and then some is all about!
We can help our organization succeed by committing to 100% and then some.
Have you asked someone to attend an Optimist Club meeting? Have you built a
new Club yet? Don’t wait – share Optimism at every opportunity and show others
what it means to be an Optimist.
During the winter, we often make an extra effort to provide service in our
communities and lend a helping hand to those in need. Sue and I ask that you
consider partnering with the USO to provide services to our service members
and their families. The Optimist partnership with the USO provides us an
opportunity to make a difference in the lives of military children in a variety of
ways. To learn more about how your Club can be a part of this effort, please
contact Lisa Ferrari at 703-740-4938 or via e-mail at lferrari@uso.org. Do it today,
please!
I know your Club is doing great things. We should all know about the
terrific things being done by our Clubs, so share your stories with Optimist
International. Let other Clubs know what you are doing to find new Members
and provide more service. Ensuring our organization’s success is a team
effort and requires the participation and effort of each of our Members. Share
your successes and projects with Optimist International by sending details to
communications@optimist.org.
I sincerely ask and urge you to take the lead in your Club and bring a new
Optimist, a new leader and team member into your Club. New Members are the
key to serving kids for our future.
Thank you for everything you have already done and thank you for everything
you will be doing.
Remember….100% and then some!

Jack Creswell
Optimist International President

Optimist International at a glance
Membership:
Total Clubs:
Founded:
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95,467*
3,261*
June 19, 1919

*As of November 15, 2011; figure includes JOOI Clubs

NOW
NOW
Our Time is

by Jim Nagel, Chief Administrative Officer
In today’s world, it seems as if everything is moving at warp speed. Changes come at us so fast,
we can hardly take them in before another one comes along. The whole world is instantly accessible
through computers. Our sense of time and space is being altered in the process.
To Optimists, time becomes “NOW,” an acronym for New Optimists Welcome. NOW is a program
to capture the interest of prospective Club Members. To be effective in your search for new Members,
make a list of leaders and active citizens in your community and then follow the format offered on the
Optimist website at www.optimist.org. Even if they are unable to attend your NOW meeting, make
time to visit these people one-on-one and tell them about the benefits of being part of your Club. Ask
them to become a Member.
The more effectively your Club can communicate the reasons for belonging, the faster you will see
growth. We offer some thoughts to help you navigate your way in this constantly changing world:

• Make people feel good that they met you

• Mention that Optimists are about fellowship

• Offer a sense of community

• Ask people to take the time to help and ask
them to join your Club

• Have fun!
• Emphasize that Optimists are about kids
• Be organized

• Say thank you with a handwritten note, not an
email.

New NOW Brochures Available
The “New Optimists Welcome” program is designed to help
Clubs plan and host membership events in their community.
The brochure’s new layout is easy to follow and provides you
with all the steps to plan a program in four to six weeks.
A NOW program doesn’t have to stop at dinner. You can turn
almost any Club event into a membership event.

Consider:
Hosting a wine and cheese tasting
Inviting potential Members to a backyard barbecue
Having an afternoon tea party or Sunday brunch
Planning a family game night
Setting up a community speakers series
Members can request brochures by emailing membership@optimist.org.
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Celebrating the spirit
of friendly competition

T

he Garner, North Carolina Optimist
Club had the honor of hosting the
Opening Ceremony for the Girl’s East
Zone PONY (Protect Our Nation’s Youth) National
Fast Pitch Softball tournament. “Let Freedom Ring”
was the theme. The Mayor of Garner welcomed a
crowd of over 8000 people to the event.
A variety of activities, including clowns, face
painters, magicians, a dunking booth and other
games, were available. Charity Butler, a well-known
professional athlete in women’s fast pitch softball
made a brief speech to the crowd. Vendors offered
opportunities to purchase a wide array of softballthemed items, like jewelry, t-shirts and equipment.

A meal prepared by the
Optimists was served to
approximately 3500 players,
coaches and managers.

The Club received full support from the Mayor,
the Parks & Recreation Department and the Public
Works Department. The Civil Air Patrol and Garner
Police, Fire and EMS personnel were on hand to
provide support during the ceremony.
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The tournament had 231 teams participating,
divided into ages groups, including 10 and under, 12
and under, 14 and under, 16 and under and 18 and
under. The teams came from areas that make up the
East Zone, from Maine to Ohio to South Carolina.
The location of the tournament is decided each
year by the PONY organization. During a meeting
following the tournament, the PONY national
representatives stated that this was the finest
opening ceremony they have ever had. The Garner
Club is hopeful they will have the opportunity to
host the event again next year. While this was one
of the largest projects Members had ever taken on,
it was accomplished successfully and enjoyed by all
those who participated.

Canadian
Executives Club

In these difficult economic
times, the support of businesses is
invaluable. By donating $1,000.00
per year, members of the Canadian
Children’s Optimist Foundation’s
Executives Club demonstrate that
getting involved in the community is
always a good investment. Through
their leadership, they seek to inspire
and challenge their peers into taking
action, ensuring that no children are
forgotten.

>>

The Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation is pleased to honor
Mr. Warren Bechthold, who was the very first member of the Executives Club
and who celebrated his tenth consecutive year as an Executive donor.

Indiana South WRaPs It Up for Kids
Members of the Indiana South District proved that Optimists get really wrapped up in their service to
children. Immediate Past Governor, Kathy Underwood had a goal of having the District work together on a
project for kids. Not long after the challenge was made, Deb Rowe of the Fishers Optimist Club stepped up and
the “WRaP” project was created.
Optimists would make fleece lap blankets for children undergoing cancer treatments. Each blanket would
include a note explaining what “WRaP” means – W is for warmth, R is for rest, A is for
knowing the Optimists are always nearby and P is for prayer. The warm wraps would
be functional and also act as a security blanket for the children to help them get
through a difficult time in their lives.
In an effort to get the project started, the District applied for two grants and
received both, a $500 matching grant from the Optimist International Foundation
and a $2,500 matching grant from the Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC) through
Optimist International.
Deb and her committee set a goal of donating 500 blankets for kids with
cancer at the Peyton Manning Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis. While it
is possible some may have thought this goal was a little high, the continuing
efforts of the District’s Members proved that sometimes goals are just meant
to serve as guidelines. The District not only met its goal, but surpassed it.
Meeting the challenge required the help of every Member in Indiana
South, as well as others on the sidelines who contributed to the project. One
of the District’s JOOI Clubs contributed 85 finished WRaPs, and Girl Scout
clubs and other organizations also donated their time to this worthy project.
One of the highlights of a District Convention happened when a Santa
Claus, Indiana church brought more than 100 finished WRaPs to the
meeting, delivered by that jolly man himself, Santa Claus. Volunteers, who
thought they had finished packaging all of the blankets immediately pitched
in to package the additional donations. Following that wonderful surprise,
the first Indiana South District project was successfully “WRaPped” up.

Eye on Optimism • Winter 2012 • 5

Building

on Success

Optimists seem to make a habit of going where they are told they cannot succeed… and
succeeding. When it comes to New Club Building, every community requires a great leader or
several members of a team to make it work.
The 2010-2011 District Governor of West Missouri, Bob Floyd, was a leader for his New Club
Building team during his year in office. He set a goal for each new Club built to charter with a
minimum of 35 Members, and the Sponsor Clubs were offered steak dinners if they met this goal.
He also chose Kip Yoss as his New Club Building Chair. Kip brought energy and Optimism to the
process. While Kip was new to the position, he didn’t have any doubt in his mind that he would
have success. This positive outlook and never fearing failure, proved useful. The District had a
great year.
West Missouri started their year off strong, building a Club in December with 53 Members.
From there it became a competition to build each Club larger than the last. They continued to have
success in February with their second new Club, which had 67 Members. The third new Club,
in Butler, Missouri, came together in September with 104 Optimists on its roster. West Missouri
successfully built 3 new Clubs, which totaled 224 new Members at the end of the year.
The new Optimist Club in Butler, Missouri was an especially important victory. The community
was rumored to be a lost cause because they already had well-established service clubs. It is
a small town, and there did not seem to be room for another club. However, an Optimist Club
was exactly what Marcia Rader had in mind. A retired school counselor, Marcia recognized the
Optimist mission to help kids because she was familiar with the Optimist Club in the nearby town
of Adrian. She became the driving force to organize a group of individuals who wanted to join her
in serving the needs of the kids in Butler. They ended up finding that a large portion of the Club’s
Members were younger adults.
The Butler Optimists had their Charter banquet in October and celebrated with that muchdeserved steak dinner, courtesy of the District, and they raised $5,000 for Club projects. In a town
of approximately 4,000 residents, a new group of 104 Optimists is bound to have a real impact on
the lives of the kids.

Answer the Call to Serve

Now is the time for Optimist Members who wish to run for a seat on the International Board of
Directors to submit their application. The application deadline is February 1, 2012.
Applications should be sent to the International Candidate Qualifications Committee via the
International Office in St. Louis. The election of two new Board Members will take place at the
2012 Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The individuals elected will serve three-year terms
beginning October 1, 2012.
Each prospective candidate must have served a full term as a District Governor and be a
Member of an Optimist Club in good standing with Optimist International.
Any candidate who submits a written application and meets the qualifications will have their
name entered into nomination. The Candidate Qualifications Committee may also nominate
candidates of its own accord.

Mail to:

Optimist International
c/o Candidate Qualifications Committee
4494 Lindell Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63108
Or fax to: (314) 371-6006
Applications will not be accepted by e-mail.
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In Memoriam

Past International President William R. Newhouse (1967-68) passed away on
November 27, 2011, in Boulder, Colorado, at the age of 84.
Newhouse joined the Optimist Club of East Madison, Wisconsin, in 1953
as a charter member and served two terms as Club President. He was also
a Lieutenant Governor in the Wisconsin District for two terms and served
as a Distinguished Governor in 1960-61. He was a member of the Optimist
International Board of Directors in 1961-62 and served as an International Vice
President in 1962-63. Newhouse served as International President in 1967-68
and during his year a then record number of new Clubs were built (258).
Writing in The Optimist 44 years ago, Newhouse’s words are as relevant
today as they were then. “In most instances the local problems of today cannot
be solved with yesterday’s efforts nor yesterday’s programs,” he wrote. “Our
challenge as a voluntary service organization is to satisfy our reason for being,
service. For if we fail, Optimist International may become a passive voice of
the evolutionary process. Failure to relate to the needs of today and tomorrow
will assure the demise and extinction of our movement.”

Optimist International Foundation
Executive Director Retires

After nearly seven years with
the US Optimist International
Foundation, Executive Director
Judi Smith is retiring. Judi will not
be relaxing completely, as she’ll
continue her fundraising consulting
business, Funding Services Now,
and help her husband in his retail
store, Reunion Revolution.
Judi can fondly recall a number
of highlights during her time with the Foundation. “Not
only did I have the opportunity to work with several
outstanding and dedicated Boards of Directors, it was
a pleasure to work with so many volunteers,” she says.
“Especially rewarding was the work we accomplished
through the Planned Giving Committee, the Women’s
Philanthropy Council, the Club Grant Committee, and
The ACES.”
Gary Addison, 2010-2011 President of the US
Optimist International Foundation, noted some of the
Foundation’s accomplishments. “During Judi’s tenure,
OIF has grown, qualified for and maintained Better
Business Bureau certification, implemented named and
endowed scholarships, supported all the International
programs at some level, helped Optimist International
address its fiscal problems through the building
mortgage and had its first $1,000,000 unrestricted year.”
Judi will be missed and is wished a happy retirement.

New US Foundation Executive
Director Named

Incoming Executive Director,
Steve Skodak has had plenty of prior
experience working with not-forprofits. He has served as Executive
Director for YMCA Camp Wakonda,
the G. Pearson Ward YMCA, and
the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation
of America-Mid-America Chapter.
He has worked with a national
organization as well as local ones.
“Starting my career with the YMCA sparked my
desire to make a difference in my community and to help
families through programs that foster a healthy mind,
body and spirit,” Steve says.
Some of his successes include:
• Leading the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation’s MidAmerica chapter from 35th place to 12th place
nationally over a two-year period
• Supporting growth of the G. Pearson Ward YMCA
from $800,000 annually to $3.8 million annually.
“I am excited to start my journey with the Optimist
International Foundation and count myself fortunate
to be inheriting such a sound organization. I have been
impressed by the quality of OIF's volunteers and staff,”
he states. “I am looking forward to meeting the many
committed Members and working cooperatively with
leadership to continue helping Optimists help children."
Welcome Steve!
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Safer Driving
Practices
Save Lives

The Varennes Optimist Club in the Quebec
Central District recognized a danger and decided
to start a program to avoid future incidents. Club
Members discovered that a number of accidents
happen as motorists are backing out of parking
spaces. The Back-up Parking safety program was
developed to prevent these accidents caused by
a moment of driver distraction. The goal was to
encourage a change of habit that could save a life.
The program educates motorists that it is safer
to back-up into parking spaces and to exit by
driving forward. Drivers have a clear view of their
environment from the road before they enter a
parking spot, so this is the safest time to drive in
reverse. When in a parking space, drivers have a
limited view of traffic, especially if they are looking
out the back of their car.
Motorists exiting their driveways are more
exposed to the risk of potential accidents. They must
be aware of moving cars, pedestrians on sidewalks
and cyclists, who may not be paying attention to cars
backing up. The responsibility is on the motorist to
assure the road is clear before exiting a driveway.
Backing out into traffic with the limited view
caused by blind spots and other preoccupations
can cause a hazardous situation. Back-up parking
reduces the risk of potential accidents. The Varennes
Optimist Club developed a pamphlet, PowerPoint
presentation and a 10-minute video to promote this
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safety program. The Club has also set
up an informational website at
www.optisarcel.com.
The local Department of
Transportation designed a road sign
to encourage and remind drivers
to park backward upon arrival at
their destination. Signs have already
been installed near municipal and
community buildings and playgrounds.
The Optimist Club has partnered with
garden centers, schools, merchants
and businesses to promote making
back-up parking a habit.

Advantages of Back-up Parking:
Leads to a safe exit
Favors driver visibility
Attracts attention when leaving since
headlights are easily seen
Reduces risk of accidents
Facilitates exit between snow banks
Ready to leave in case of an emergency
Local companies that have fleets of vehicles have
developed a preventive driving program for their
drivers that stipulates: “The best moment to prepare
to leave a place safely, is upon arrival.”

Revitalizing

the Community

T

he Optimist Club of Tucker, Georgia
understands the importance of community
improvement and took the opportunity to
make a difference in their area. Members took part
in the 4th annual Rivers Alive Clean-up, a state-wide
volunteer event promoting awareness, cleanup and
protection of waterways and wetlands.
The area selected was a neglected lake on the
outskirts of Tucker that had once been a popular
destination for fishing and enjoying nature.
Optimists assisted in the recruitment of volunteers
and general planning for the event.
On clean-up day, Members rolled up their sleeves
and got their hands dirty. Overgrown vegetation was
cleared, trash was picked up and junk was hauled
away. A group of volunteers cleared vines and debris
from a beautiful 200-year-old oak tree. There were
volunteers in a skiff cleaning the water with the
resident geese and ducks watching closely. In only a
few hours, a significant improvement was evident.
At the end of the day, volunteers had lunch and
swapped stories about the unbelievable sizes of the
vines cut down and the number of bottles collected.
The most unusual find of the day was a rotten
softball with a plant growing inside. Volunteers had
collected bags of bottles and cans to be recycled,
cleared yards of overgrowth, tires, building supplies
and even one kitchen sink.
The participating Optimists were tired and dirty,
but the Club is already looking forward to next
year’s event!

Optimists Provide
Tools for Success
Every parent knows how important
it is for a child to have the right
supplies to attend school. The
Optimist Club of Grand Prairie, Texas
is dedicated to making sure every
student in their community has what
they need to be a successful student.
The Club conducted their annual
school supply drive by placing
collection boxes in various areas
of the community. The needs of
the local school districts were
advertised, so the appropriate items
could be donated. Club Members
were generous in making their own
contributions and active in collecting
others. Members also donated their
time to fill backpacks with the new
supplies.
All the contributions were given
to a local charity, who distributed the
items to homeless and low income
students in the community. Students
were given a new backpack filled
with the supplies required by the
school district for their grade. The
work of the Optimist Club resulted in
preparing 489 students to bring out
their best during this school year.

Club Members, Joyce and Don Stanfield,
David Glazener, Gavin and Sorrell
Adamson filling school backpacks
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Revitalizing Club Programs
By Jay Morgan, Member of the Optimist Club of Grand Prairie and GovernorElect of the North Texas District
One of several expansion ideas for Clubs that
want to grow as community achievers is the
development of new programs or projects. Before
developing any new programs, Clubs should
review the programs they already sponsor.
There is an old axiom in sales training that the
best new customer is an old customer. Adding
new products to sell to existing clients can
increase sales. In our case, Clubs can focus on
adding efficiency to or expanding their current
programs.
The Optimist Club of Grand Prairie in the
North Texas District has worked with the local
Independent School District for a number of
years. It became apparent we were not reaching
our student participation goals for scholarship
contests and we decided to focus our efforts
on raising those numbers. We emailed flyers
to everyone who might be involved in the
programs, after researching the District website
in October. I received a call from a teacher in
charge of a 9th Grade Center pilot program
known as Advanced via Individual Determination
(AVID). The purpose of the AVID program is to
help students who lack the academic background
to pursue college. She wanted to have all her

paid advertisement
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students participate in the essay contest. Her
goal was to provide help and guidance to
these students by building confidence in their
academic skills. Ten of her students entered the
contest. When the awards were presented in the
AVID classroom, the teacher, the principal and a
representative of the District Office were there to
acknowledge the achievements of those students.
That led to a meeting with the Student
Services and Development Coordinator. We
asked what we could do improve the participation
from the students and schools in our contests
and scholarships. The Club was told that
information needed to come in during the first
weeks of school and should go through student
services first. We presented all the programs
the Club offers for students and cited the recent
student achievement in the AVID classes. At
the end of the meeting, the Coordinator said
she wanted to have all the Optimist programs
including the possibility of JOOI Clubs for the
AVID program implemented on eight campuses
in the school district next year.
We are planning to duplicate this approach
with the new Clubs in our Zone and throughout
the District. Working on new projects can be
beneficial, but being more
efficient in your existing
programs can
also have great
results for your
Club and the
community.

Making the Optimist Connection
By Marilyn Hiliau, Arizona District Secretary/Treasurer

Growth and New Club Building are essential
aspects in our efforts to “bring out the best in
kids.” As part of the Arizona District New Club
Building team, I noticed many of the geographic
areas we are considering have had Optimist
Clubs that have been deactivated, even though
there is still a need for the services that a Club
provides.
In many of our Clubs, Members have gotten
older and have not brought in enough new,
younger Members to sustain the Club projects.
At some point, we all discover that we can no
longer lift as much weight as we once did, we
can no longer stand on our feet as long or walk
as far as when we first became Members. Yet we
are still Optimists to the core. So what happened
to some of our Clubs?
My personal conclusion is connections.
The Clubs I am familiar with either never took
the opportunity to connect to the District in a
meaningful way or decided to disconnect for
some reason. Our Districts are the network that
keeps us grounded and connected to the work
of Optimism. When a Club chooses not to have
representation at District quarterly meetings
and the annual Convention, the Club loses
a vital source of renewed energy, ideas and
enthusiasm.
When I first joined an Optimist Club, I was
told that it was imperative for me to attend
quarterly meetings. I had no idea why and did
not want to travel 5 hours to my first meeting,
but I went. I did not know very many people and
really had no idea what was going on. What I did
know was that there was a camaraderie around
me was tangible to the people involved and that
somehow I was now a part of that group.

Shortly after that experience, I needed to
travel to Pennsylvania. At the end of my trip,
I packed up the car and began the 2500 mile
road trip home. I knew if I got in any kind
of situation, I could make a phone call to my
District Governor who would in turn make
some calls and I would have an Optimist
from wherever I was come to my aid. I was
connected! I have never needed to reach out for
that long distance assistance, but I like knowing
that I have a “safety net” along this road of life.
If I was not connected to our District, I would
not even know who to call. Family is terrific but
I don’t have family all over the country or in
various parts of the world. I do, however, have
an extended Optimist family who will respond if
needed and asked.
The Clubs I have been thinking of did not
feel any need to become connected to our
District in a way that could be meaningful to
them. As I prepare to charge out and assist in
building new Clubs, I will keep in mind that
most of the people I will be dealing with will
have as little knowledge as I had when I became
a Member. I will stress that membership is
not just in the local Club, but is part of a much
bigger organization that is necessary to assist
in the sustaining of the Club. District quarterly
meetings are a vital part of what helps to renew,
refocus, and reenergize Members who in turn
take that energy and focus back to their home
Club.
My recommendation is that if you want to
be part of a healthy, vibrant Club you need to
be one of several Members who are connected
to the District meetings. District connection is
vital to healthy Clubs. Get connected and stay
connected.
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Spotlighting Club Projects
Optimist Clubs choose the projects they run based on a variety
of factors, including community need and Member interest. While
Clubs may run different types of programs, one thing remains the
same. Every Optimist Club has a program that is distinctly special
to their Members.
During the 2012 International Convention in Milwaukee, a special
event will be conducted to give Clubs the credit they deserve for
conducting unique and creative fundraising and community service
projects. The Bragger’s Hall will provide participating Clubs with
a table to showcase information and materials on their project,
including posters, photos or brochures. Club representatives will be
asked to staff the table to answer questions and share information
as experts on the program.
Convention attendees will be invited to visit the Hall to learn about
new project ideas to share with their Clubs.
Make sure to register to participate in the Bragger’s Hall today!
Please contact the Programs department at (800) 500-8130 or
via e-mail at programs@optimist.org for a registration form.
Space is limited.

Showcase Your Club’s Support of the USO

Optimists are reaching out to a play an important role in the lives of military
children, who face many dramatic changes in their young lives. Through a partnership
with the USO, Members can help provide assistance and support to this special group
of children.
The USO not only provides entertainment and activities for troops, but also offers
support and comfort for military families through programs such as Sesame Street/
USO Experience for Military Families, United Through Reading’s Military Program
and Operation Phone Home®.
Clubs raising $1000 or more will receive a specially designed USO patch. Please be
sure to contact Lisa Ferrari, USO Relationship Manager, Clubs and Organizations at
lferrari@uso.org or 703-740-4938 for more details.

Why I Cut my Hair for Childhood Cancer
By Rebecca Vitello, age 12 St Agatha, Ontario Canada
I cut my hair for childhood cancer because I wanted to help children with cancer feel happy and
confident around their friends and family. I’ve seen kids with cancer in public who have lost their
hair due to treatments and people stare at them, which I don’t like to see. Since I was a little girl, I
have had long brown hair and have often wondered what it would be like to have short hair.
I also raised money for childhood cancer. Through a website, visiting
businesses, friends and family were able to make pledges. I also had a booth at a
couple of local functions where people made donations. I thought it would be nice
to do more for the sick kids and their families by giving them money to help with
the extra expenses they might have. I hope my efforts, with the help of my family,
can help even one child recover from cancer, live a normal life and be a kid again!
This story was submitted by Warren Bechthold, Optimist Club of Petersburg,
Midwestern Ontario District.
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“When children have cancer,”

Mark Schmidt says, “they grow up a
lot faster than their peers. They have
to. Yes, Austin has cancer, but he’s
never once said, ‘Cancer has me.’
When I think of everything he’s been
through...” He looks at his stepson with
pride. “Austin is my hero.”
Austin Logothetis was 11 years old
when he was diagnosed with leukemia.
The hardest thing, he remembers, was
accepting the fact that he was sick. “I’d
always been so healthy,” he says. “For
a while I didn’t want to talk to anyone.
I was too angry. I just sat in my room.”
Then he realized it wasn’t right to shut
his family out. “They’re on my side,
fighting for me, and they’ll never let
me down.”
Austin has another ally in his
fight against cancer: the nurses and
doctors at Johns Hopkins Hospital.
“We had several choices,” Mark says,
“We chose Hopkins because we knew
Austin would get the best possible care
there.”
It hasn’t always been easy. Austin’s
initial hospitalization lasted 32 days.
From the very start, his mother, Kim
Schmidt says, he insisted on being
included in his care. “Austin stood up
and said, ‘This is my body,’” she says.
“Nothing is held back from him.” The
doctors agreed to the family’s wishes.
“It’s easier to know,” Austin says. “That
way there are no surprises.”
Austin’s battle
against cancer
has lasted
three years.
He missed
half of

Faces of Hope

Austin’s Story

fifth grade and all of sixth and seventh, getting tutored instead at
home. “When children get diagnosed with cancer,” Mark says,
“it changes everyone’s life, their family, even their friends and
neighbors.” Tyler, Austin’s older brother, has learned to become
more independent as the family has rallied around Austin’s care.
“But it’s important to make sure your child has a normal life, too,”
Mark adds. “One day all these treatments will be a distant memory.
You have to be ready to hit life running.”
Now 14 years old, Austin is back in school, loving eighth grade.
He enjoys history, science,
swimming, and reading.
He’s a hands-on person
who likes building things
with tools. In the future,
he plans to become an
aerospace engineer,
working with airplanes or
spacecraft. He also has a
great sense of fun.
His desire to help others has led Austin to become a Patient
Ambassador, reaching out to other children with cancer, helping
raise funds and awareness for the disease. Austin wears a slew of
colored wristbands, each one with a story behind it. “Orange,” he
explains, “is for leukemia.” Others honor friends with cancer or are
in support of foundations. Some bear messages like “Never Give
Up,” or, as one of Austin’s favorites says: “Stupid Cancer.”
Austin has a vision. He knows how important research and new
technologies are in the fight against cancer. Most of all, he’d like all
kids to have access to the same kind of care he has received. “No
one should be denied good treatment,” he says, “just because of a
price tag.” With the help of young heroes like Austin, we can be
sure that vision is ever closer to becoming a reality.

“No one should be denied
good treatment just
because of a price tag.”
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Optimist International’s
94th Annual Convention

Don’t miss the fun
this summer
The 94th annual Optimist International Convention takes place
July 12-14, 2012, centrally located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin! Adding
new world class attractions to its beautiful lakefront location and
making exciting enhancements to classic Milwaukee hot spots has
made it, without a doubt, the “City of Cool.” Optimists can visit new
crowd-pleasers like the world’s only Harley-Davidson Museum,
Discovery World and the expanded Potawatomi Bingo Casino
along with famous traditions like the Pabst Theater and the
Milwaukee Public Museum.
The RiverWalk winds along the Milwaukee River with
access to some of the city’s best restaurants, brewpubs,
shops and waterfront nightlife. It’s the site of many
Milwaukee events and is home to some of the city’s most
eye-catching public art. The most recent addition to this
impressive collection is a bronze statue of Arthur “The Fonz”
Fonzarelli.
The shore of Lake Michigan is one mile away from the Hilton
Hotel and just a few more miles north, you will find Bradford Beach.
The Lakeshore path runs along the beach and south into Veteran’s
Park. The path is wide, well used and good for a run in
the morning. It’s also a great place to end a run and
take a quick dip in the cool Lake Michigan waters!
Visit the following link to find out what more
people have said about Bradford Beach, the
place to see this summer while in Milwaukee:
www.yelp.com/biz/bradford-beach-milwaukee.
Continued on page 30
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July 12-14 | Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Convention

Highlights

Here’s a list of each day’s highlights so Optimists can plan
accordingly. A complete tentative agenda, including times, is available at
www.optimist.org/convention.
Wednesday, July 11
OIF District Foundation Representative
(DFR) Training
Governor-Elect Dinner
Cele”BRAT”e Fest
Thursday, July 12
Back to School Workshops
Club and District Officer-Elect Training
House of Optimism
Introductions
Meet the Candidates
Foundations Presidents Club Lunch
Philosophy of Optimism
Foundations William H Harrison
Society Recognition Dinner
Opening Ceremonies
Meet Your Regional Candidates
Youth Adventures
Friday, July 13
Club President-Elect Breakfast
Meet the Candidates
Credentials Desk
House of Optimism
Town Hall Meeting
1st Business Session
Appreciation Luncheon
President’s Banquet/Ball
Youth Adventures
Saturday, July 14
Old Timers Breakfast
Meet the Candidates
2nd Business Session
Credentials Desk
3rd Business Session
Hospitality Night
Youth Adventures

Top

five

reasons to
attend the 2012
Convention

1

•Training! Expose your
District and Club officers
to leadership seminars,
all included in the cost of
registration. Workshops are
open to anyone and promise
to educate you on many
areas of interest within the
organization.
•Optimist camaraderie! It
is a terrific opportunity to
network and meet hundreds
of dear friends who all share
the same vision: to make
this world a better place for
children by “Bringing Out the
Best in Kids.”
• Milwaukee! Plan to enjoy the
natural beauty and central
Midwestern location of the
94th International Convention.
The 3-day conference
schedule allows time to
come early or stay after to
experience the excitement
of the culture, warmth of the
people and beauty of the city
with family and friends.
•Get ready for all the little
things! Club officers benefit
from attending Convention,
learning how to prepare
budgets, appoint committees
and file reports on time.
•Refresh your supply of
fundraising and new Club
project ideas! Hear a wide
variety of new and unique
ideas to share with your Club.

2

3

4

5

Find deals and more online

Visit www.optimist.org/convention to learn about the discounts on airfare and rental
cars, featured events, the youth program and volunteer opportunities. Please contact Ronda
Vaughn in the Meetings department at (800)500-8130 ext 205 or via e-mail at
convention@optimist.org with your housing questions and concerns.
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Friends of the MilitaryA
Written with the assistance of Immediate Past Governor of the Michigan District, Jan Oord
and 2010-2011 New Club Building District Chair, Dave Fries
The Michigan District has given new meaning to
the term “non-traditional” Optimist Club and their
efforts exemplify the Optimist International mission.
In addition to building traditional Clubs, the District
began a new effort to build Clubs with the sole focus
of supporting families of the military last year.
Their pilot military Club would be located at
Selfridge Air National Guard Base (SANGB), a
military base located in Macomb County. The project
to build the Selfridge Military Support Club was
initiated by setting a meeting with the Director of the
Family Readiness Group, her staff, 2010-11 Michigan
District New Club Building (NCB) Chair, Dave Fries
and Governor Janet Oord. Packets of information
about Optimist Clubs and potential benefits to the
unit were shared at the meeting.
The meeting with the Family Readiness Group at
SANGB confirmed suspicions that there was a great
need for both financial and manpower resources that
would provide support for military families. After
interest and need were confirmed, the following steps
were followed to build the pilot military “support”
Club - the “Friends of Selfridge Optimist Club.”

NCB Chair Dave Fries took steps
to receive approval from appropriate
military hierarchy to move forward with
the building of the Club and to publish
information with military personnel and
others about the forming of the Club.
These steps were provided to him during
the initial meeting.
Information about Optimist Clubs
and the purpose of the military support
Club was shared at a meeting of the Base
Community Council. Information was
shared through a display with pamphlets,
a table of Optimist Members to answer
questions and a brief presentation.
Information about the Club was shared
at Optimist District events to enlist
Members to recruit and join as Friends to
support the Club financially.
An informational meeting was held,
advertised through pamphlets on base
and personal invitations. The Club was
chartered with 43 Members and Friends.
The Michigan District envisions the
building of Optimist Clubs to support
military families as having great potential
to provide a much needed service. The
match is a good fit; military families need
the support and Optimist Clubs have the
potential to provide the resources they
need. Clubs can provide funding (military
bases are not allowed to do fundraising),
manpower for family activities and of
course, Optimism to bring out the best in
kids!
From left to right: Lous Moss, Carl “Doc”
Durlock, Club President Theresa Jarratt,
Michigan District NCB Chair Dave
Fries, Michigan District Governor Jan
Oord, Keith Edwards and Marge Howard
at a Base Community Council meeting.
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Non-Traditional Optimist Club
What is the vision?
The Friends of Selfridge Optimist Club
would be a local affiliate of the not-for-profit
501(c)(4) Optimist International organization.
Military Optimist Clubs would be committed,
Optimistic and dedicated to giving back to
their communities, especially for the benefit
of helping young military families within each
community develop and maintain a philosophy of
true Optimism.
What is the plan to accomplish the vision?
Simply, the vision is to build a “Friends of
Selfridge Optimist Club” to provide services and
build future baseline programs at Selfridge Air
National Base.
The District is seeking organized groups
of between 25 and 50 individuals involved as
executives, coaches or volunteers. The 127th
Wing Family Readiness Group is an example of
an organized group. The Friends of Selfridge
Optimist Club would assist the Family Readiness
Group by providing manpower, funding
and insurance requirements to successfully
implement any project or event the Club decides
to hold.
Manpower: With a larger number of
Optimists in the military community, all
working to support families and youth

activities, the job of providing programs and
services becomes easier.
Funding: Friends of Selfridge Optimist Club
will continuously meet and hold fundraising
activities off base and enjoy being part of a
larger group of individuals who share the
same goals and inspirations.
Insurance: Optimist International provides
general liability insurance coverage for
property damage, personal injury, advertising
injury, and bodily injury to all Clubs. This
policy is designed to cover the usual and
customary activities of the Friends of
Selfridge Optimist Club.
What resources will the Sponsor Club
provide?
The Sponsor Club would offer a watchful,
friendly, guiding hand to the new Club and is
backed by Optimist International, which has
been providing projects and events for youth for
almost 100 years.
The sponsoring Club is responsible for
providing guidance and mentoring to ensure a
new Club has a successful first year.
The permission to inform and request
participation of all the military and non-military
members at Selfridge ANGB should be provided
by 127th Wing and Selfridge ANGB.

The 4 Steps to Success for
Building a Non-traditional Optimist Club:
Needs Assessment: A way to accurately identify and understand the needs within the community
in order to build a strong Optimist Club.
Recruitment: The process of connecting and recruiting with community-minded individuals.
Meetings: The process of coming together as an assembly for a common purpose during the
formation of a Club.
Follow up: The ongoing process, led by the Optimist District, to ensure that each new Club
becomes a strong, viable asset with effective leadership that provides excellent community service.
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Friends of the Military
How will the plan be marketed to potential
participants?
A letter of introduction to the Family
Readiness Group (FRG) was initiated. The
Optimists identified themselves and met with
a representative. The FRG has identified the
assistance Optimists might provide to their
operation and discussed how they provide
for military members at the base and in the
community.
The Family Readiness Group was selected
as a target because it is the one that is typically
supported by the Wing. This made the approach
easier.
At the initial meeting, Optimist Members
chose to take a cordial and soft approach. They
explained how the Friends of Selfridge Optimist
Club could work within the military community
and drew a comparison with their group and
how the focus could be expanded.
Who is the target participant population?
The target population could be military
members, spouses, friends, and like-minded
individuals in the Macomb area as well as in
surrounding counties, which may have an
interest in supporting youth and their families.
Follow up Guidelines for the Sponsoring
Club:
1. The “New Club Follow-Up” program,
which will be outlined by the Optimist Field
Representative, along with the Sponsor Club
President and Zone Lieutenant Governor,
is a mandatory part of the Sponsor Club’s
post sponsorship responsibility. It must
be completed within three months of the
organizational meeting by the Sponsor Club
President, and then continues in a mentoring
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process for the first year of the new Club’s
existence.
2. Plan frequent visits to the Club’s regular
meetings by the Sponsor Club officers, so that
they may aid and counsel officers of the new
Club.
3. Arrange for Sponsor Club Committee
Chairs to visit the new Club to counsel their
counterparts.
4. Cooperate with the new Club and District
Governor in the conduct of the Charter
presentation banquet.
5. Collaborate with District officials in providing
the customary gifts for the new Club at its
Charter presentation banquet.
6. Stage occasional inter-Club meetings, casual
events and outings with the new Club.
7. Take new Club officers to the Zone and
District meetings and help them plan for
District and International representation.
If your Club or District would be interesed
in building an Optimist Club with military
connections contact newclub@optimist.org

Spreading the word

about Optimism

Marketing may seem like an overwhelming
task, but it can be easier than you think.
Marketing/public relations, service and growth are important to every Optimist Club. Clubs provide service,
which they promote to the media and local community. This marketing generates interest in Club activities and
helps the Club gain new Members. New Members allow the Club to provide more service!
Here is a brief explanation of what to use when you publicize your Optimist Club.

Motto – a phrase that expresses

the ideals of a group or organization

Branding – a name, logo, slogan,

“Friend of Youth” is Optimist
International’s motto.

“Bringing Out the Best in Kids”

and/or design scheme associated
with a product or organization that
tells people who you are and what
you do.

is Optimist International’s branding
statement, which details the focus of
the organization. It does not replace the
Optimist International motto “Friend of
Youth.”

Logo – a signature symbol or icon

The traditional Optimist
International logo is the octagon

used by a group or organization.
Optimist International has a
number of logos, but Optimist
Clubs should be careful to use the
appropriate logo at the appropriate
time.

with the “O” and “I” in the middle.
One version of the Optimist logo
incorporates the motto “Friend of
Youth.” The “Bringing Out the Best in
Kids” logo is part of the organization’s
branding efforts.

A number of Optimist programs and activities also have their individual logos and can be used to coincide
with a Club’s participation in these activities. All of the logos can be found on the Optimist International
website at www.optimist.org. Click on “Members” and then under the Marketing heading, click on “Logos.”
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One Hundred Years of The
By Dennis Osterwisch, Associate Executive Director
It has been recited by hundreds of thousands
of Optimists at, perhaps, millions of Optimist
Club meetings since it was adopted as the
official creed of Optimist International in 1922.
It has inspired countless numbers of others.
In hospitals, it has been used to help patients
recover from illness. In locker rooms, coaches
have used it to motivate their players. It began
as a chapter in a book written 100 years ago by
a 38-year-old philosopher and magazine editor.
Christian Daa Larson was born in Iowa in
1874. He attended Iowa State University and
later a theological school in Pennsylvania. In
his early twenties, he became interested in the
Mental Science teachings, which were popular
around the turn of that century. Little is known
about his personal life and what originally led
him to take up his intensive study of Mental
Science, but its teaching of logic and analysis
of thought provided him with a way to combine
theology and science and provide a practical
and systematic philosophy of life.
In 1898, Larson moved to Cincinnati and in
January of 1901 organized the New Thought

Temple at his home. Later that year, he began
to publish Eternal Progress, for several years
one of the leading New Thought periodicals in
the world with a circulation of over a quarter
of a million. While acting as editor of the
publication, he began a prolific book writing
career with forty books published during his
lifetime. He also gave more than 5,000 lectures
in public halls and private homes. In 1908, he
relocated to the Los Angeles area where he
continued his writing and lecturing.
One of his books, Your Forces and How to
Use Them, published in 1912, began with a
chapter titled, “The Building Principle of Man.”
It started with a short piece called “Promise
Yourself.” As originally written by Larson, it
contained twelve tenets which he believed
people could use to harness their latent talents
and combine with the proper attitude to achieve
success in their lives.
Soon after the end of World War One,
the wife of James V. Westervelt, the Club
bulletin editor of the Optimist Club of Los
Angeles, found a small item on Optimism in
a local newspaper and gave it to
him thinking he might be able to
use it. Westervelt reprinted it in the
Club’s 1919 yearbook under the title
“Promise Yourself.” As the original
newspaper article did not identify the
author, Westervelt labeled it simply
as “Selected.” It contained only the
first ten tenets of the piece written by
Larson. Members of the Club copied
it and a couple of years later when
they journeyed north to recruit new
Optimists and build new Clubs in San
Francisco and Oakland, they took it
with them. In this short document,
they felt, could be found all that
Optimism is and Optimists should be.
With so many California Optimists
familiar with the piece, it was
inevitable that someone would send
The Optimist, December 1921
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Optimist Creed
it to the Optimist magazine, where it appeared in the
December 1921 issue. When the next convention was
called to order in Kansas City in 1922, nearly every
delegate present had a copy of “Promise Yourself”
in his pocket. Hundreds of copies had been brought
and distributed by Optimists from San Francisco
and Oakland. Still without knowing the author,
the convention adopted it as ‘The Optimist Creed.’
Beginning with the August 1922 convention issue, the
Creed has appeared in every issue of the Optimist
magazine for 90 years.
Jim Westervelt, however, was curious about who
the author was and after a little literary detective
work uncovered the writings of Larson. Once his
existence was known, delegates at every International
Convention from 1923 until Larson’s death in 1962 at
the age of 88, telegraphed greetings and reaffirmed
their appreciation of the Creed to its author.

The Optimist Creed as originally written by
Christian D. Larson in 1912

“Promise Yourself.”
Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to
every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is
something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and
make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for
the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success
of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press
on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times
and give every living creature you meet a
smile.
To give so much time to the improvement
of yourself that you have no time to criticize
others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for
anger, too strong for fear and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.

James Westervelt, first Optimist to publish
the Creed, also discovered the identity of the
author to be Christian D. Larson.

To think well of yourself and to proclaim
this fact to the world, not in loud words but
in great deeds.
To live in the faith that the whole world is
on your side so long as you are true to the
best that is in you.
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Stories of
Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once discussed a contest he was asked to judge. The purpose of the contest
was to find the most caring child. Each of the winners embodied the traits of a true Optimist.
1. A four-year-old child lived next door to an elderly gentleman, who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man
cry, the little boy went into his neighbor’s yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his mother asked him
what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy said, “Nothing, I just helped him cry.”
2. A class of first-graders were discussing a picture of a family. One little boy in the picture had a different hair color
than everyone else. One of the students suggested that he was adopted.
A little girl said, “I know all about adoption. I was adopted.”
”What does it mean to be adopted?” asked another child.
‘It means,’ said the girl, “that you grew in your mommy’s heart instead of her tummy!”
3. On his way home one day, a man stopped to watch a Little League baseball game. He asked one of the boys the
score.
“We’re behind 14 to nothing,” the young man answered with a smile.
“Really?” the man said, “you don’t look very discouraged.”
“Why should we be discouraged?” the boy asked with a puzzled look on his face. “We haven’t been up to bat yet.”
4. A young boy named Jamie was trying out for a part in the school play. His mother knew he had his heart set on
being in it and she feared he might not be chosen.
On the day the parts were awarded, Jaime rushed up to her, eyes shining with pride and excitement. “Guess what,
Mom,” he shouted, “I’ve been chosen to clap and cheer.”

Are you thinking like a true Optimist?
Has your Club recruited new Members or Friends of Optimists this year?
Each new Member or Friend of Optimists equals more children served.
*Story shared by Randy Fisher, Member of the Optimist Club of Albuquerque – Sunport, New Mexico/West Texas District

Share your story of Optimism
Every Optimist has their own story of why they joined their local Club.
Optimist International is asking Members to share their stories by
sending them to communications@optimist.org
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Optimism
by LaVera Seymour, 2010-2012 President of the Valley Forge Optimist Club
While attending college in Michigan, I was first exposed to the vision of an Optimist Club.
Years passed by and I got married, had four children of my own, but never forgot the Optimist
vision. My family moved to Upper Merion Township, PA where I came in contact with the
Valley Forge Optimist Club at a community fair. I was very impressed with the dedication and
strategies they used while “bringing out the best” in our community’s children. I wondered if
this Club would be a fit for me.
As I talked with people in the community and observed some of the Club Members, it
appeared the Club may have been more suited for men. A year passed and I started an exercise
program at a local gym. One morning, I was taking my laps around the track, running with one
of my favorite mentors, Tom. We were chatting about clubs in the area, especially those that
focused on kids. Tom brought up the Valley Forge Optimist Club. I had talked myself out of this
particular Club, and concluded that it wasn’t for me. I shared my thoughts of the Club with Tom
and he assured me this was not the case, and I should come to a breakfast meeting.
Weeks later, I attended a morning meeting and Wow! I instantly had a change of
attitude. Much to my surprise, I was introduced to positive people, both men and women.
The Club Members were from all walks of life, including teachers, lawyers, judges, community
leaders, police, firemen, financial advisors and more.
I found out the Valley Forge Optimist Club had many special community events on their
calendar. One of my favorites has become the community fairs. At the September 2010 fair,
as children came to the Optimist Club table, I encouraged them to enter a contest to name the
Valley Forge Optimist Bear. The winner was Kamila, a sixth grade student and I had the privilege
of presenting her with her prize. When I stepped into her classroom, I was greeted by
Kamila in a wheelchair. She looked at me with sparkling eyes and a face that
could charm the world. After speaking with her, I found out that she was also
an Optimist, a JOOI Member. I left the classroom that morning with a joyful
smile and the reminder of our mission, “bringing out the best in kids!”
Who is Tom, my mentor? Past two-time Distinguished Club President,
past District Lieutenant Governor, past District JOOI Chairman and
longest remaining Member of the Valley Forge Optimist Club,
Mr. Thomas Hough.

Winner Kamila L. of
Upper Merion Middle School
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The Ultimate JOOI Experience
2012 Convention • Milwaukee, WI • July 9-11

Save the date!
The 2012 JOOI Convention is July 9-11 in beautiful Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Join us as we assemble
to create the highlight of the JOOI year! Outstanding workshops, leadership opportunities, a
worthwhile service project, loads of fun, and great new friends from all over the continent.
Registration is only $199 for those who register by May 1, 2012! Also, for ever y
three JOOI Members from one Club that register for the JOOI Convention, the fourth
registration is free!
If you haven’t been to an International JOOI Convention yet, you don’t know what you’re missing!
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Foundation grants

help Optimists help kids

Things are really adding up for the Optimist International Foundation. Each year, Optimist International
Foundation provides 20 matching grants of $500 for NEW projects by Optimist Clubs. Last year, the third year
for the Club Grant Program, 454 Optimists raised $20,121 beyond the $10,000 given by the Foundation, and
helped make a difference in the lives of over 5,560 children.

Optimist Members have used the grants to do some wonderful things including:
• the Optimist Club of Peachtree City, Georgia, conducted a Halloween “Clue” Scavenger Hunt.
• the Bay City Noon Optimist Club, of Michigan with their Birthday Party Program.
• the Springfield Summit Optimist Club of Missouri hosted an Optimist Carnival Night.
• the Fishers Optimist Club of Indiana implemented the Warm Fuzzies for Children with Cancer program.
• the Lancaster Optimist Club of Pennsylvania sponsored the Focus on Optimism Photography Contest.
Fifteen additional worthwhile projects received grants from the Foundation to assist in their service to
children.
Now that the 2011-2012 Optimist year has begun, it is time for Optimist Clubs to plan
something amazing for the youth in their community. The Foundation wants to help and
the 2012 grant cycle is now under way!
Grant applications can be found on the U.S. Foundation’s website at
www.oifoundation.org/programs. Clubs who decide to host a new project and plan to
help their community take a proactive step in living the Foundation’s mission of Helping
Optimists Help Kids. Start planning your Club’s project today!

3 Double
q

5,560 kids
helped

Check

To receive a grant, Clubs must meet the following guidelines:

q
q
q
q

Any Adult Club served by OIF is eligible to apply for a $500 grant for a new project of the Club.
The project must start and finish between April 2012 and March 2013.
Gifts for the project must qualify for charitable contribution for IRS purposes.
Grants to Clubs will be matching grants, with Clubs expected to show plans for the matching the
money and reporting the results. Clubs will complete follow-up reports.

q Grants are for one year only.
q Club dues must be current.
q Clubs might consider using the Pass Through Program to obtain donations from local businesses
and Foundations.

Dates to Remember:
January 2, 2012
Applications are available online and by fax or mail upon request.
March 9, 2012
Applications must have been received by the St. Louis office. Please do not send applications to the
Foundation’s P.O. Box!
May 14, 2012
Winner notified and asked to identify someone to receive check at the Milwaukee Convention.
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Taking Steps Toward
Raising Big Funds
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Optimists know that raising
funds can be an integral part
of providing community
service. The money needed
to organize an event can
quickly add up. Sometimes
raising the money to conduct
a program can be a bigger
challenge than running the
program itself! The secret
is…fundraising can be simple
and even fun.
The first step can be the most
difficult – choosing what
fundraiser your Club would
like to conduct. A walk or run
centered on a specific cause
can be a good choice for a
Club of any size. It can also be
useful to get the Club name
out in the community and let
others know what programs
and services the Club
provides. All this promotion
can increase interest from
potential new Members and
help your Club grow!
Here are some steps to get
you started planning your
own fundraiser. Remember
these are only suggestions
and should be tailored to fit
your Club and community.

Walk Timeline
12 Weeks Prior
q Club decides to conduct a Walk
q Appoint a Team Captain and a few Co-Captains
(depending on the size of your Club)

q
q
q
q

Research possible sites for your walk
Set a walker and dollar goal
Create a proposed budget for the event
Determine how the funds raised will be utilized

10 to 12 Weeks Prior
q Decide on a walk location and complete any
necessary paperwork to reserve the area for the
day of your event

q Create and display posters promoting the walk and
inviting community members to participate

q Send letters to community groups encouraging
them to participate in the walk

q Contact local businesses and ask them to sponsor a
walker or donate funds or in-kind items (ex. water
or fruit for the walkers) in exchange for promotion
on race materials

q Contact local bookstores, libraries, coffeehouses,
recreation centers and places where active people
spend time and ask if they will display information
about the event

q Optional – Host a kick-off event for your Club or

2-4 Weeks Prior
q Contact the local newspaper and ask them to
include contest details in their Community Calendar
section

q Send press release to local media outlets –
newspapers, radio and TV stations

q Send out a reminder with date, time and location of
the event to all registered participants

q Encourage registered walkers to meet the dollar
goal

q Use a goal poster to track your Club’s progress.
q Arrange for Optimist materials to be displayed at
event

Week Prior to Walk
q Send last minute reminders to all registered walkers
q Determine which Club Members will be responsible
for collecting funds and depositing in the bank

q Ask for a volunteer to take photos of the event
Day of the Walk
q Review walk day check list
q Conduct the walk
q Take photos!
Immediately After Walk
q Send a “thank you” letter to walkers and include

community

information on where contributions should be sent

6- 8 Weeks Prior

1-3 Weeks After Walk

q Encourage each walker to hit a specified goal (ex.
$200 or more)

q Optional – offer prizes to the participants that sign
up the most sponsors each week

q Ask for volunteers from the Club to assist during
the walk (ex. hand out water, handle walker
registration, security, etc.)

q Have promotional items printed, such as race

q Follow up with walkers who have not submitted
their contributions

q Send a “thank you” note or letter to all the sponsors
and businesses that assisted with your event

q Calculate total amount raised and spread the word
to Club Members and all participants

q Send press release and picture to local media about
event

programs or brochures

If you have questions about organizing a fundraiser or would like additional
suggestions, please contact Optimist International at (800) 500-8130 or via
e-mail at communications@optimist.org
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Save the Date

for the 2012 Optimist International Junior Golf Championships

Make sure to mark your calendars for the summer highlight of the Optimist Junior Golf Program. Junior
golfers who qualify in 60+ Optimist District tournaments throughout North America will join other players from
30 different nations at the 18th annual championship event at PGA National Resort & Spa in Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida. In total, more than 600 young golfers, ages 10-18—along with 800 family and friends—will take over PGA
National for two weeks of championship golf, exciting special events, family entertainment and more!

July 19-24, 2012

Boys 10-11, 12-13 and 14-15 and Girls 10-12 and 13-14

July 24-29, 2012
Boys 16-18 and Girls 15-18

Look for information about your District’s qualifying
tournament at golf.optimist.org!

Optimist Classifieds

Rates and Guidelines
15-word minimum. $1.50 per word for
Optimists and Member Clubs; $2 for nonmembers. Each phone number, fax number,
e-mail or Internet address counts as two
words. All copy subject to publisher approval.
Upcoming deadlines are February 1 for the
spring issue and April 1 for the summer issue.
Send all classified advertisements to
Optimist International, 4494 Lindell Blvd, St
Louis, MO 63108; e-mail magazine@optimist.
org; or fax (314) 371-6006.
Please make all checks payable to Optimist
International. Mastercard and Visa are also
accepted.
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What are you grooving to?
RADIO

Optimist Radio on
www.eOptimist.org.
Listen from anywhere.
Optimist Radio is available
on your smart phone.

Pick up the Pace!
“Pick Up the Pace” is a membership
recruitment

program

developed

by

the

International Membership Committee for the
2011-2012 year. The program is a series of
incentives that are aimed to help motivate,
inspire and encourage Members to recruit new
volunteers to help in our mission to “Bringing
Out the Best in Kids.” PACE stands for passion,
action, commitment and enthusiasm.

The Optimist Hunting License is to remind Optimists that that there is always a time to find a new volunteer. Cut
out this license or print one from www.Optimist.org/pickupthepace to carry with you at all times.

!
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Continued from page 14

Members tell why they attend Convention
Wil and Marion Dourte from the Atlantic Central
District have attended convention for a number of
years. Why do they keep coming back?
WIL: The first few years, I attended the
Convention to learn more about our organization.
Then in Washington, DC I met Dave Blum who
put me to work as a Sergeant at Arms. I enjoyed
helping keeping things moving smoothly and
making everyone happy. After I served as
District Governor, working conventions became
my job for 34 years. This kept me coming back
as I enjoyed working with staff, Optimists, and
our entertainment to serve them and make
convention go well for all attending.
MARION: We attended our first OI Convention
in Atlanta. Attending the Convention became
our vacation each year. With a chance to make
new friends and our kids taking part in great
programs, it was the perfect trip every summer.
After I became an Optimist, I enjoyed the training,
and eventually became a trainer myself. I look
forward each year to get ideas for new programs.

Optimist Clubs are
bringing out the best in
kids every day. Tell us
how your Club is making
a difference!

Optimists
Accomplish Big
Goals with P.G.I.
The following Optimists submitted
their requirements for achieving Levels
VII and X of the Personal Growth &
Involvement Program between August
03, 2011 and October 31, 2011.
PGI Level VII Recipients
Name 			
District
Sara Bannister		
GA
Ronald Benson		
COWY
Ervin Cogdell		
NTX
Frank Cullin		
GA
Lise De Roy		
QC
Marie Durflinger
PSE
Elaine Lyon		
MI
Dave Phillips		
IA
PGI Level X Recipients
Name			
District
Lud Bezemek		
NMWTX
Don Crall		
OK
Wayne Dunn		
KYWV
Daniel Durocher
QC
Janet Oord		
MI
Joe (Jose) Rubio		
NMWTX

Send stories to communications@optimist.org

Christian D. Larson Partners Membership
429.
Terry Geurink
430.
David Kryshak
431.
Pete Ulmer (In Memory)
432.
Thomas A. Shearer
433.
Joe Romero, Jr.
434.
Clara A. Tilney
435.
James B. Underwood (In
Memory)
436.
Martin C. Schmidt
437.
Al Campbell
438.
Jim Kite
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439.
440.
441.
442.
443.
445.
446.
447.
448.
449.
450.

Charles Dinwiddie
Gary Aiken
Judy DeMarco
Judy Kay Osborn
Bill Pennings
John Dennis, III
Robert G. Wright
V. Dean Skeels
Robert Winger
Dale Okland
Robert Floyd

451.
452.
453.
454.
455.
456.
457.

3
Stephanie Monschein
Dr. Jerry J. Kelley
Michael H. Russell
Emerson Davis
Milton Wiggers
Joe F. Edwards
Paul Nelson

**The list can be found in its entirety on the
Optimist International Foundations website
at www.oifoundation.org.

Top Ten as of September 30, 2011
District			
Arizona			
Maryland-South Delaware
California South		
Georgia			
Indiana South		
Tennessee		
Capital-Virginia		
North Florida		
South Carolina		
Oklahoma		

Representative
James Smith
Alice Allor
Bill Meyers
Frank Cullins
David Kirkman
David Harter
Carrollyn Cox
Ric Carvalis
Melvin Bannister
Don Crall		

Average Per Member
$72.78
$31.73
$21.03
$19.41
$18.68
$16.66
$16.55
$15.63
$14.75
$14.46

District			
Arizona			
Maryland-South Delaware
Michigan			
Georgia			
Indiana South		
Indiana North		
Dakotas-Manitoba-Minnesota
Iowa			
North Florida		
Tennessee		

Representative
James Smith
Alice Allor
Robert Schiller
Frank Cullins
David Kirkman
Charles Kemker
Jeri Gorman
Judy Boyd
Ric Carvalis
David Harter

Total Contributions
$69,287.72
$48,477.50
$44,135.69
$35,209.84
$32,126.64
$25,782.30
$25,742.04
$24,875.21
$24,226.40
$23,269.90

Donor Listing
GOLDEN
BENEFACTOR –
$50,000
DAKOTAS-MANITOBAMINNESOTA
Optimist Club of St. Cloud,
MN

**SILVER
BENEFACTOR –
$25,000
MICHIGAN
Optimist Club of Clinton
Township Area, MI

**BRONZE
BENEFACTOR –
$15,000
ALBERTA, MONTANA,
SASKATCHEWAN &
NORTHERN WYOMING
Optimist Club of Great FallsUptown, MT
ARKANSAS
Optimist Club of Searcy, AR
DAKOTAS-MANITOBAMINNESOTA
Optimist Club of Glen Lake,
MN
Optimist Club of YanktonMorning, SD
KANSAS
Ralph W. Clement
NORTH CAROLINA EAST
Optimist Club of Wilmington,
NC
OHIO
Optimist Club of Hilliard, OH
Optimist Club of KetteringDor-Wood, OH
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SOUTHERN WISCONSIN
Optimist Club of Baraboo, WI
TENNESSEE
Robert and Carol Buss

**EMINENT
BENEFACTOR –
$10,000
ARKANSAS
Optimist Club of Hot Springs
Village, AR
ATLANTIC NORTHEAST
Hon. Leonard G. Tilney, Jr.
EAST MISSOURI
Optimist Club of North St.
Louis County, MO
KANSAS
Optimist Club of Lenexa, KS
NORTH CAROLINA EAST
Optimist Club of Whiteville,
NC
NORTH CAROLINA WEST
Optimist Club of CharlotteWest Mecklenburg, NC
Optimist Club of WeavervilleNorth Buncombe, NC
NORTH FLORIDA
Optimist Club of Altamonte
Springs-South Seminole, FL
PACIFIC CENTRAL
Optimist Club of
Sacramento-Sutterville
Heights, CA
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Optimist Club of Salem, OR
SOUTH CAROLINA
Optimist Club of
Spartanburg-Breakfast, SC
TENNESSEE
Optimist Club of KnoxvilleWest, TN

3

Canadian Children’s Optimist Foundation
District		
AMS&NW		
PNW		
EONT		

Representative
Lyle Merriam
Eddie Murphy Jr.
Alain Leblond

Average Per Member
$33.65
$32.27
$16.16

District		
AMS&NW		
MWONT		
QUCE		

Representative
Lyle Merriam
George DeWys
Gaëtan Labelle

Total
$40,683.46
$27,919.84
$24,785.15

*Top Districts represent approximately 25 percent of total Districts
served by the Optimist International Foundation or the Canadian
Children’s Optimist Foundation.

Learn how your
Club can qualify
for a Foundation
grant on page 25.

WISCONSIN NORTHUPPER MICHIGAN
Optimist Club of WausauBreakfast, WI

WEST MISSOURI
Ann Kutscher

ALABAMA-LOUISIANAMISSISSIPPI
Thomas Casteel
ARIZONA
Optimist Club of TucsonRincon, AZ
COLORADO-WYOMING
Optimist Club of BoulderBreakfast, CO
Optimist Club of Wheat
Ridge, CO
DAKOTAS-MANITOBAMINNESOTA
Donald C. Clauson
Gloria Kloster
INDIANA SOUTH
Optimist Club of Evansville,
IN
KANSAS
Optimist Club of Merriam,
KS
MARYLAND-SOUTH
DELAWARE
Ruth Yates
NEBRASKA
Optimist Club of LincolnSunrise, NE
NORTH CAROLINA WEST
Optimist Club of CharlotteMallard Creek, NC
SOUTHERN WISCONSIN
Optimist Club of Cross
Plains, WI

Optimist Club of Talladega,
AL
ARIZONA
Marilyn and Aldon Pell
Optimist Club of Yuma, AZ
ATLANTIC NORTHEAST
David Fulmer
COLORADO-WYOMING
Optimist Club of LovelandBreakfast, CO
Optimist Club of LittletonLUMC, CO
EAST MISSOURI
Loretta and Tom Kelly
INDIANA NORTH
Ronald Donkers
Gregg Y. Palmer
KANSAS
Suzanne and Rod Obermeier
Optimist Club of Ottawa, KS
MICHIGAN
Michelle and Christopher
Kauffold
Marilyn Lenox-Bosma
Robert and Jane Schiller
NEBRASKA
Mark R. Claussen
NEW MEXICO-WEST
TEXAS
Optimist Club of El Paso-Bel
Air, TX
NORTH CAROLINA EAST
Optimist Club of Dublin, NC

**HONORED
**DISTINGUISHED BENEFACTOR –
$2,500
BENEFACTOR –
ALABAMA-LOUISIANA$5,000
MISSISSIPPI

This is a record of lifetime
accumulation levels achieved from
July 1 through September 30,
2011, for individuals and Clubs.
This listing is for gifts recorded
up to the deadline date for the
printing of The Optimist.
NORTH CAROLINA WEST
L. Clement Hahn
NORTH FLORIDA
Optimist Club of Milton, FL
Optimist Club of Sanford, FL

**BENEFACTOR –
$1,000
ALABAMA-LOUISIANAMISSISSIPPI
Jimmy W. Radford
ARIZONA
Willard Adams
Guylene Kelley
James and Nancy Smith
ATLANTIC CENTRAL
Optimist Club of York-First
Capital, PA
DAKOTAS-MANITOBAMINNESOTA
Lonnie Bertsch
Allan M. Hanson
GEORGIA
Ellen P. Strait
Optimist Club of Laurel
Canyon, GA
INDIANA NORTH
Patty Donkers
Judithan Williamson

INDIANA SOUTH
Michael Underwood
IOWA
Gary L. Miner
Dennis E. McGregor
KENTUCKY-WEST
VIRGINIA
Optimist Club of LondonLaurel, KY
MICHIGAN
Jeanna Clifford
Linda Donley
Danny P. Moss
Optimist Club of Central
Macomb, MI
NEBRASKA
Judith Kluge
Gaylea Sturgis
NORTH CAROLINA WEST
Anita and Brent Silver
NORTH TEXAS
Optimist Club of Grand
Prairie, TX
PACIFIC SOUTHEAST
Joe V. Romero
SOUTH TEXAS
Optimist Club of
Fredericksburg, TX
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Sunnyside

Definition of an Optimist
op•ti•mist, n.
a doctor who advises a mother of five active youngsters “to relax”
the guy who believes that the “E” on the car’s gas gauge means “enough”
a person who waits for his ship to come in even if he has never launched one
a person who realizes each morning that someday this will be one of the “good old days”
a person who goes on a fishing trip with a camera and a frying pan
a ninety-year old newlywed who buys a home near a school
a guy who watches the eight, ten, and eleven o’clock news hoping things will get better
a man who spends his last dollar on a new wallet

Two Good Reasons
It was a cold, rainy day but Mom, as usual, was bright and cheerful. As she went to wake up her son, he
protested. “No, Mom, I don’t want to go to school.”
“Why not? Give me two good reasons you don’t want to get up.”
“Well for one, the kids hate me and for another, the teachers hate me too.”
“Oh, that’s no reason not to go to school. Come on now and get ready,” insisted the mother.
“Give me two good reasons why I should go to school,” the son demanded.
“Well for one, you’re 46 years old and for another, you’re the principal.”
Courtesy of the Mechanicsville Optimist Club, MD

Passing the Buck
A young college co-ed came running in tears to her father. “Dad, you gave me some terrible financial advice!”
“I did? What did I tell you?” said the dad.
“You told me to put my money in that big bank, and now that big bank is in trouble.”
“What are you talking about? That’s one of the largest banks in the state,” he said. “There must be some
mistake.”
“I don’t think so,” she sniffed. “They just returned one of my checks with a note saying, ‘Insufficient Funds’.”
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April is Optimist Internet Safety Month.
This year, Optimist International is asking Clubs to take part in a special effort to keep youth safe
while online. During April, Clubs are asked to follow this calendar for working with the program.
Faux Paw – make a presentation of the animated adventures of Faux Paw to
Week 1 - 1st-4th
grader students
Teen Component– utilize the new Optimist teen component to make a
Week 2 -presentation
to a local high school or community youth group
Adult Component– organize a presentation with a local parents group to
Week 3 -educate
them about the dangers their children may encounter on the internet
Wrap Up– share feedback received with Optimist International. We want to
Week 4 -hear
about your successes and also any suggestions to improve the program.

For more information on Internet Safety, please contact Optimist International
at 800-500-8130 or via e-mail at communications@optimist.org

NOW! The Membership Recruiting Hot Sauce
Want to spice up your club’s membership? Bring in new ideas, new opportunities, new energy, new
leadership, perhaps even a new beginning or direction for your club’s volunteer activities! Then try a New
Optimist Welcome (NOW) program! Its the number one recruiting hot sauce from Optimist International.
If you want to increase your club’s membership by 10 or more, this four to six week growth program was
made for you! Don’t wait! Get it now!
Start planning NOW! Optimist International has declared April 2012 NOW month. We are
encouraging every club to plan a NOW Program that will be completed during the month of April.
To get the latest details on this program go to www.Optimist.org/now.

