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JOOI Clubs

Go Searching for Treasure

E

veryone has made a wish and tossed a coin into a
wishing well. While you may have been thinking about
what you wished for, did you ever stop to think about all
of that money?
JOOI Members in Nebraska have! The Norfolk Panther JOOI
Clubs in Nebraska have taken charge of scooping all of those coins
out of the water at the Children’s Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska.
The JOOI Members then take buckets full of coins home to clean
and send the proceeds back to the hospital.
For the JOOI Members, it’s been educational. Letting coins sit
in water for a long time does not do them any good. The JOOI
Members must take them home and clean them with vinegar.
Some banks won’t even take the coins that are in such bad shape.
The banks call them “mutilated coins,” if that gives you an idea of
how bad they look. But did JOOI give up? Of course not! They went
to the Federal Reserve, which will accept these unusable coins and
pay the Clubs by the pound.
The JOOI Clubs first fished for coins in October 2008. At the
time, they figured someone else involved with the hospital would
clean the coins and send them along. Not so. They learned this
past spring that those coins they fished out in October were still
Continued on page 8

Many Backgrounds,

One Focus

Beverly Hills Middle School in Pennsylvania
has students of 63 nationalities and just as many
languages. A few years ago, a JOOI Club formed to
become a unifying force for many students. Students
in the Beverly Hills Middle School Junior Optimists
collect soda tabs and turn them in to the local
Ronald McDonald House as their way of helping
the Childhood Cancer Campaign. JOOI Members
have also participated in Optimist International’s
Oratorical Contest. Plus, they know how to have a
lot of fun together and have tons of school spirit,
including when there are cameras around!

Accessorizing

with JOOI

The JOOI service project at Convention was a
huge success! See page 2 for more happy kids who
are sporting JOOI backpacks at school this year!

LLve Those Backpacks!

Who knew that a backpack full of school supplies could cause such excitement! Thanks
to generous donations from JOOI Clubs and Optimist Clubs all over, 250 children received
backpacks full of school supplies this fall.
The lucky recipients were part of Florida’s Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program, and they sure
were eager to see what was in those backpacks!
Just $25 covered the cost for a child’s backpack and all of the supplies needed to get them
off to a good start this year. Then JOOI Members at the 2009 Convention spent time putting it all
together and sent everything off to the happy kids!
Thanks to all of the hard workers at Convention. Based on the smiles, the work definitely
paid off! And thanks to everyone who donated. Here is a list of JOOI Clubs, Optimist Clubs and
Districts that gave at least $25 to the backpack project.
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Bonita Vista Octagon Club
Caralville Optimist Club
Caribbean District
Coronado Octagon Club
Elida Middle School Jr. Optimists
Georgia JOOI District
Iowa District
L.B. Clarke JOOI Club
Monroe Jr. Optimist Club
Norfolk Panther Octagon Club
Optimist Club of East York, PA
Optimist Club of South Winnipeg
Optimist Club of Underwood
Optimist Club of Van Nuys-Airport, CA

Optimist Club of Yuma
Pacific Coast District
Sharon Nakato
Simon Lanthier
South Seminal JOOI Club
St. Peter the Fisherman Jr. Optimist
Sunset Optimist Club of Pinellas County
Topeka Optimist Club
Tremper High School Octagon Club
Two Rivers Octagon Club
Two Rivers Optimist Club
West Branch Optimist Club

Thanks to JOOI’s backpack project, there were
250 huge smiles in the pre-kindergarten program.
Young students will be toting the JOOI bags to
school each day this year.

The children
cannot wait
to see the
goodies in their
new backpacks!

Defend a

Winning Title:

If you’re not sure where to start,

consider these easy steps.

• Register your JOOI Club* at www.souperbowl.org. You’ll
receive a free resource kit that includes an educational DVD,
pointers and ideas, posters and more!
•
Collect money and/or canned goods during the weeks leading
of Caring Returns
up to Super Bowl Sunday (January 17 through February 7)
to benefit a not-for-profit in your community that serves those
ootball fans or not,
SM
in need.
the Souper Bowl of
•
Report the amount of your Club’s collection to Souper Bowl of
Caring is one big event for JOOI
Caring to make your effort part of the national total.
Clubs everywhere!
•
Donate 100 percent of your collection to the not-for-profit of
Souper Bowl of Caring is a youthyour choice.
led movement that JOOI took part in
Register today at www.souperbowl.org!
last year during the weeks leading up to the Super Bowl. For JOOI
*When your Club registers, make sure the word “JOOI” is in your
Members and other youth all over, it’s a way of taking a big sports
Club
name somewhere so that Souper Bowl of Caring is aware that
tradition and turning the focus to giving and serving those in need.
your
Club
is a JOOI Club. This way they will be able to track what
Mark your school calendars for January 17 through February 7
JOOI
Clubs
were able to collect organization-wide.
(game day) and start planning!

Souper Bowl

F

Denver Details on the Way

After an amazing Convention in Orlando, Florida, this year, JOOI is moving to the mountains
for 2010! The Convention will take place July 5-7, 2010, at the Sheraton Downtown Denver
Hotel. Room rates are $110 (plus tax and fees) per night, and rooms can accommodate
between one and four people. Keep an eye out for more details about Denver, Colorado,
as summer gets closer.
Rocky Mountain High
Denver 2010

If you’re looking for teamwork, the JOOI Convention has it. If you’re hoping to meet JOOI
Members from all over to get to know each other and throw out new ideas, the JOOI
Convention is the answer. And if you’re wanting to do a big, organization-wide service
project, the JOOI Convention is the place to be! Here are just a couple of fun shots from
the 2009 event!
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Planning Guide Gets a

Style Makeover

What a Great
Story Idea!
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February is a few months off still, but don’t forget that it is
JOOI Reading Month! JOOI Clubs can start planning now to
make the most of those 28 short days!
The goal is to get kids in your area reading – for fun!
Ahead of time, get your Club’s Members together and
brainstorm lists of good books for students of all ages. As the
month gets closer, tap into your creative side and make bright
posters and banners to promote the event. Get the word out
about your JOOI Club and the event at the same time! Figure out
how to get the different classes at your school involved in some
friendly reading competitions to make the most of it.
If February isn’t a good time for your school or your JOOI
Club, that’s OK! JOOI recommends February to help get
through the winter blahs, but Clubs should promote
JOOI Reading Month whenever works best. The
most important thing is to get kids excited about
opening up a good book (after they finish their
homework, of course)!
For information about JOOI Reading Month,
go to www.jooi.org, look under “JOOI Programs”
and select “JOOI of Reading.”

The JOOI Planning Guide is getting a 		
makeover this year. After the new look is unveiled,
you’ll hardly recognize it! The guide will still have the
same great info, but now it will be organized by month so
everyone knows who should be doing what and when.
The guide will be available in renewal kits and online
at www.jooi.org.

Dues News for the Year
JOOI Clubs will be receiving their
dues billing soon and might notice some
changes. At the 2009 Convention in
Orlando, JOOI Members voted for a $2
tiered dues increase for Octagon and Junior
Optimist Club Members. Alpha Clubs are
not affected.
This means that annual dues for JOOI
Members will be $10 for Tier 1, $7.39 for
Tier 2 and $5.22 for Tier 3. Alpha Club
Member dues will remain at the 2008-2009
rates ($8 for Tier 1, $5.91 for Tier 2 and
$4.17 for Tier 3).
Don’t forget that JOOI Clubs only pay for
the first 50 Members of each Club!
When Clubs turn in their dues for the
year, they must also turn in an updated Club
Roster. JOOI would also like a current e-mail
address for each Club Adviser. JOOI sends
messages through Constant Contact and
wants to make sure everyone is on the list
who should be!

JOOI E-mail:
A Two-Minute
Investment

Don’t forget that your JOOI Club has an e-mail box. Make sure
your adviser is checking it.
No time to check it regularly? It only takes a minute or two to turn
on the forwarding feature. Then they only have to check it once and
your Club will never miss out on the important stuff.
After logging in, your adviser can just go to “Account Options” in
the upper right corner of the screen. They will select “Forwarding”
and enter their personal e-mail address. They should click “Save”
and they’re done for the year!

Turning in Kansas
JOOI Gets Wheels Turning

JOOI Clubs are great for teaching students about how to be good leaders, and for one group in Olathe, Kansas, a JOOI Club was
just the lift they needed! The Second Chance Octagon Optimist Club has been around since January 2009 and is made up of Hispanic
students at Indian Trail Junior High.
They clearly have what it takes to lead, they just needed someone to point them in the right direction. A JOOI Club was the
obvious choice.
The JOOI Club has had
tons of help from teachers,
local Optimist Clubs and
a grant from the school
district’s foundation that is
helping them with their
main project.
From the start, they
focused on gaining teacher
support and setting
expectations for behavior.
Their meetings for the most
part focus on sharpening
their leadership skills. The
Optimist Clubs have been
helping out by sending
in special guests for their
meetings that will help them Members of the Second Chance JOOI Club show off their T-shirts as well as a check that has helped them get started with their main
service project – repairing bicycles for children in need.
do just that!
They designed their own T-shirt and a local Optimist donated the T-shirts to them.
As far as projects go, the students wanted to repair bicycles for needy kids. They now have a number of donated bikes in need of
repairs. They also needed tools and extra parts to make those repairs. The school provided the first set of tools, and the Club received a
special $1,000 grant from the Olathe Public Schools Foundation to help with additional tools and parts. The students are now able to get
together to work after school on Fridays fixing up the bikes.
They also have plans for a fundraiser that will be tied in with a local car show. To get even more excited, they took a field trip to Classic
Cars, where the students learned about paint and refurbishing.
The Club has also been working with other student groups. Last school year they hosted a lunch for International Guest Exchange
visitors who were visiting the district from a high school in Ocotlan, Mexico. The students talked about education and the students from
Mexico emphasized the importance of the JOOI Members setting goals to attend college. With everything they are learning in their Club,
they are well on their way!

Pass It Onjk

JOOI would like to say thanks to the following JOOI Members and Optimist Members who have been Builders of Excellence in the
past few months. As Builders of Excellence, they worked hard to start new JOOI Clubs!
JOOI Member Devon Anderson and Optimist Mark Claussen – Madison Dragons JOOI Club (B2114)
JOOI Member Robirt Kong and Optimist Larry Enoksen – Lowell High Octagon Club (B2095)
JOOI Member Robirt Kong and Optimist Larry Enoksen – EDS Junior Optimist Club (A1963)

Building Clubs – Where to Start?jo

If you would like to build a new JOOI Club, contact the JOOI Department at (800) 500-8130 or youthclubs@optimist.org.
JOOI Kits are available for free!
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Marie-Pier Tremblay

President
691 Laprise
St-Honoré, QC G0V 1L0
Canada
418-673-7627
marie_snow3107@hotmail.com
tremblaym@optimistmail.org

Julie d’Auteuil

Past President
1-1939 de la Gaillarde
Jonquière, QC G7S 5W2
Canada
418-547-5955
juliedauteuil@hotmail.com
dauteuilj@optimistmail.org

Lety Buil-MaCarty
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Director
264 C Ave.
Coronado, CA 92188
619-206-0196
Letilla74@yahoo.com
builmacartyl@optimistmail.org

2009-2010 JOOI Board
Hey JOOI Members!
My name is Marie-Pier Tremblay and I have the privilege to serve you
as your International President for 2009-2010! I’ve been a JOOI Member
for six years and I’m really excited to have this big challenge this year.
I’m confident that the JOOI Board will make Junior Optimist Octagon
International stronger, but I also know that if we want to do it, we need
your help! This is why I ask you to promote this amazing organization
as much as possible. Throughout the year, I’ll bring new ideas to the
movement. With my team, we’ll promote our fantastic JOOI programs and
we’ll do our best to be sure you know what happens at the International
level! I have a lot of hope but also a lot of dreams for JOOI and, as your
International President, I’ll work intensively to make these dreams come true!

Marie-Pier Tremblay

Dear JOOI Members,
I truly believe that this year will be a wondrous, exciting and innovative
one! As the past president, I will take the time to support 2009-2010 JOOI
President Marie to help her, as best as I can, to reach all of her goals. I will
also do my best to give back all the tools I acquired during the past two
years to allow you to have a very fulfilling experience within JOOI. As an
“old” part of this fabulous board, I am as motivated as ever to involve myself
and every kid around me to adorn my community with concrete actions that
follow the JOOI vision. I am excited to work with all of you this year and see
you at the 18th Convention!

Julie d’Auteuil

Caitlyn Miller

Director
23010 Mudhollow Road
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-545-3871
caitlynmllr@aol.com
millerc@optimistmail.org

Matthew Tran

Director
2726 Degen Drive
Bonita, CA 91902
619-254-0064
mtran92@gmail.com
tranm@optimistmail.org

Kayleigh White

Director
364 Avon Way
Kettering, OH 45429
937-299-2723
Specialkay07@sbcglobal.net
whitek@optimistmail.org

This year I would like to spread Optimism to places where they don’t
have it, but really need it. My life would have been different if my middle
school in Mexico had an Optimist Club. I believe we need to make the
organization bigger, but to do so we have to start with baby steps. We
have to start with nearby places, and slowly make it across countries,
and hopefully the world. I would also like to have better communication
between already-existing Clubs and Club Members, so we can have more
attendees at the International Convention.

Lety Buil-MaCarty

My goals for the 2009-2010 JOOI year are to increase participation
at International Convention by 25 percent, providing a “how to” book
for the JOOI Clubs with a “to-do” schedule for increased participation.
Tommy Vaughn, an Optimist International Vice President last year, recently
encouraged every Iowa Optimist Club to sponsor a JOOI Club. Knowing this
is a lofty goal, I would like to add 5 new JOOI Clubs to every District. Also,
all existing Clubs would increase by a minimum of 5 new Members this year.
These goals will take a lot of hard work, but remember, “United We Stand!”
Thank you!

Caitlyn Miller

of Directors
This coming year will be a
year of innovation, growth
and change. Serving as one
of your Board of Directors for
JOOI, I am willing to make
this year phenomenal by
focusing on the growth of
Optimism through increasing
membership and opening
new charters on a worldwide basis. Rather than the
short-term actions, I am willing to concentrate on how
we can continuously be adding new Members on a
yearly basis through connecting the small local groups
to the International level by expanding participation in
the International Convention for all of the JOOI Clubs.
Imagine if every Club just sent one Member or one
more Member to the Convention. The numbers would
be astounding. With numerous JOOI Clubs throughout
the world, the success we can achieve is endless.
Succeed to your fullest potential by hard work,
dedication and having an optimistic mindset. Success
will come in time. It’s karma.

Matthew Tran

By being on the JOOI
board this year, I hope
to accomplish many
things. The first thing that
comes to mind when I
think about goals for the
2009-2010 year is growth.
Growth is important
because by growing we are reaching out to more
people and getting them involved in an organization
that teaches leadership, service, and compassion.
By growing our organization we are paving the way
for tomorrow’s youth and making a brighter future for
the world. Another goal I have in mind is increasing
communication from the International level to the
District level to the school level. Better communication
will help with growth and will make for a betterorganized JOOI organization. I am so excited for this
coming year and hope that you are too.
Yours Optimistically,

Kayleigh White

A Note from the President
Dear Fellow Members,

The 2009-2010 year is now started! This year is going to be awesome
because the JOOI Board and I are “Dreaming Big” for the kids! Yes, we have
a lot of expectations for JOOI and we will be there for you, dear Members!
To begin the year on the right foot, we want you to know what we expect
you all to do during the year! First of all, we want JOOI to become bigger
and bigger! It is really important to increase the organization’s membership!
The best and easiest way to do it is to bring a friend to a Club meeting or
activity to make him realize how cool we are.
Also, I sincerely believe the best way to become bigger is the
communication! You have to stay in touch with the Clubs from your District,
so you can work together and bring new ideas to your Club! Also, to be
helped and supported by your sponsoring Optimist Club is key! They are
there to help you, so don’t hesitate to take advantage of this!
If you are a member of MySpace and/or Facebook, add JOOI to
your friends! You’ll be able to see news related to JOOI and talk to other
Members all over the world!
In addition, I would like to introduce you to the JOOI programs. As a
JOOI Member, you should certainly organize some activities related to them:
Again this year, the Souper Bowl of Caring is a focus. To raise $12,000 is
our objective and we need your help for this!
What about the JOOI of Reading? I hope you know how important it is to
read a new book. It’s so easy to sponsor a child to help them to read or to
go into an elementary school and read a story to a class! And what about
doing this during February, which is JOOI Reading Month?
Also, as you know, cancer is killing a lot of kids! Please help these
courageous kids, because they need your support and your help. A
fundraiser is so easy to organize!
This year, we are working on two new JOOI programs. Let me introduce
you to KaBOOM! We are really excited about this one because it’s really
easy for you to organize it and it’s a lot of fun! We hope that a minimum of
one JOOI Club per District will organize a KaBOOM! Play Day. The other
new one is Internet Safety. We want youth to realize all the dangers related
to the internet because that’s an important part of our life! That’s why we
encourage you to make a presentation to your school and community about
Internet Safety!
All information about these programs and ways to participate in them will
be available at www.jooi.org in the JOOI Programs section.
Continued on page 8
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2009-2010 JOOI

Committee Members
Kelli Molthen, Chair
5834 Adenmoor Drive
Lakewood, CA 90713
molthenk@optimistmail.org

Lisa-Gaye Anderson
2A Washington Blvd.
Townhouse #53
Kingston 20
Jamaica
andersonl@optimistmail.org

Sandy Cyphers

4917 Seabrook Ct.
Wilmington, NC 28403
cypherss@optimistmail.org

Adrien Tremblay

31, Rue Des Érables
Riviere-Du-Loup, QC G5R 1T8
Canada
tremblaya@optimistmail.org
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Continued from page 7
Moreover, I would like each of you to take the time to go visit our website
to look at the JOOI awards! There are a bunch of awards for Clubs and
Members at every level! They are there to motivate you and to inspire you!
What about a ring, a certificate or a scholarship? Let’s have a look!
The last thing I want to talk to you about is, without hesitation, the best
part of the year: The annual JOOI Convention! Have you ever gone to
Denver?! What about having the best part of your summer there? The JOOI
Board members, the JOOI Committee members and I are all Dreaming Big
for this Convention! We are already preparing this big event to be sure that
you’ll have outstanding workshops and guest speakers and funny activities.
With the amazing JOOI Board and JOOI Committee that we have, I can
already assure you it will be an unimaginable moment! I hope you’ll attend
it because it’s the best way to reward yourself for the extraordinary year
you’ll live!
To conclude, I would like to tell you all that we are more than ready for
this year, and I promise you I’ll do my best to achieve our objectives. But for
this, I need your help, dear Members! Please Dream Big for the kids and I
hope to see all of you in Denver!

Marie-Pier Tremblay
Marie-Pier Tremblay
JOOI President

Jann Van Dreser

1245 Main St., Suite 202
Stevens Point, WI 54481-2864
vandreserj@optimistmail.org		

Continued from page 1
sitting in buckets at the hospital. Something had to be done, so
the Clubs invested in a large supply of vinegar.
After cleaning, which takes a while, hearing back from the
Federal Reserve takes about six weeks. The Federal Reserve
recently sent the Clubs almost $450 for its first batch of “mutilated
coins.” The Clubs estimate the entire collection is worth between
$2,000 and $3,000. The nicer coins to date have brought in $300
for the hospital. And the news just gets better from there. After all
the hard work, the hospital allows the JOOI Clubs to take credit
for the final donation!
The JOOI Clubs returned to the hospital with their nets in July
2009, and they are still in the cleaning stages with that collection.
They plan to go fishing once again this October, and they are
bringing friends to help. The JOOI Clubs have discovered that the
“fishing” events are a great way to get involved with other JOOI
Clubs and schools that have the potential for future JOOI Clubs.
JOOI Members from Underwood, Iowa, helped out at one of the
fishing events. An invitation to help out has also been extended
to students at Nathan Hale Middle School in Omaha, the site of a
possible future JOOI Club.

JOOI Announces New Director

JOOI has announced some changes at headquarters
in St. Louis, Missouri.
After dedicating years to the JOOI Program,
JOOI Director Stephanie Monschein is heading in
a new direction at Optimist International. She will
be taking over the organization’s Leadership
Development Department.
Taking her place is Andy Hudson, who has worked for
almost six years as the Junior Golf Director for Optimist
International. Andy will continue to lead the golf program
but will also be heading up JOOI. Andy is excited about
working with the youngest Optimists around! Amy Keller
will continue to work with Andy as JOOI Manager.
All of the job transitions start October 1 and will be
fully in effect by January 1, 2010.
JOOI Contact Info
4494 Lindell Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108
Andy Hudson, Director of JOOI
(800) 500-8130 or (314) 371-6000, ext. 209
Fax: (314) 735-4109
E-mail: andy.hudson@optimist.org
Amy Keller, JOOI Manager
(800) 500-8130 or (314) 371-6000, ext. 218
Fax: (314) 735-4118
E-mail: youthclubs@optimist.org or
amy.keller@optimist.org

