2014-2015

This guide is available online at www.optimist.org

Greetings!!
My name is Javanni Waugh from Kingston, Jamaica and I’m beyond humbled to serve YOU as
International President for the 2014-2015 Optimist Year. A bit more about myself? I get emotional
about food, especially when pizza is around, sometimes I’ll procrastinate on homework and I love
meeting new people. To be honest, I’m a normal teen wanting to make a difference and I’ve
been able to achieve that thanks to JOOI. I’ve been in JOOI for almost 5 years and my life
hasn’t been the same since I joined. Having served as a 2012-2013 Lieutenant Governor of
the Caribbean District and 2013-2014 International Board of Director, JOOI has given me so
much that I want to return the benefits I have gained back to the members.
Now is a key time for JOOI as we explore new horizons and limitless opportunities and I am
thrilled to lead such dedicated members, like you. Your elected International Board of Directors
have hit the ground running by implementing policies and projects that will benefit all of JOOI,
ranging from the charming Alpha Club Member, to the eager and helpful Junior Optimist, and to the
always willing to take on a challenge Octagon Club Member.
Communication is very important to me. I’m a strong proponent of effective communication and over my years
in JOOI, I’ve learned that communication works both ways. I’d love to like your Club’s Facebook page, join your
Club’s Facebook group, as well as follow your Club’s Twitter and Instagram! Also, whenever you post about a
project, a Club meeting, random JOOI memories or anything related to JOOI, be sure to use our official hashtag:
#JOOI. Use #JOOI to meet new Members, see what’s going on worldwide and attract more persons to your
Club, District and our wider International family. One more thing: feel free to contact me!
Email: HYPERLINK “mailto:javanni.waugh@optimistmail.org” javanni.waugh@optimistmail.org
Facebook: fb.com/JavanniWaugh
Twitter: @SirJavanni
Instagram: @SirJavanni
Snapchat: JavanniWaa
Want to always be in the know? Like JOOI’s Facebook page at fb.com/jooiclubs! The Board of Directors has
created the page especially for our Members for the latest information and updates. Finally, I invite everyone to
read the “Torch”, as I have created several important initiatives. They are my goals and hopes, yet I recognize
them as OUR goals and hopes as we share the vision of putting JOOI on the path to “Soaring to New Heights”.
Yours in Optimism,
The Loud and Proud,

Javanni Waugh

Share our passion:
1. Build a Club in a country new to JOOI
2. Personal growth and service:
PGI, Souper Bowl of Caring and JOOI
of Reading
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3. Get excited about the work you do

Bonjour!!

My name is Jaden McFadgion and I am one of your 2014-2015

My name is Déryck Essak-Brunelle and I am proud to serve as an

JOOI International Board of Directors. I am from Dayton, Ohio. JOOI

International Director on this year’s International Board of Directors. I

has been a big part of my life since 2007. I joined the club because

am from the West District of Québec and my Club is the Smarties of

i was very shy and i thought this club would break my

Gatineau. I’m also bilingual in French and English! I’ve been in JOOI

bubble of shyness and it did. Being involved in this

since 2011, the same year I served as Club President. The following

organization has made me the person I am today.

year I served as Treasurer of my JOOI District, gaining enough

In my previous club I held every position except

experience before being elected District Governor in 2013.

for treasurer. I was also Ohio District Secretary. I
I have the extraordinary benefit of planning many projects for this year

am currently the Lt. Governor for the Ohio JOOI

with the International Board, in addition

District. JOOI is a phenomenal organization and
I am glad to be a part of it. You will meet so many

to serving on the Membership Development

new people that you will love and be friends with for a lifetime. Don’t

& Retention International Committee. I’m

think JOOI is some boring club, you will love everything you do and

particularly excited about is our International

everyone you meet in this wonderful club. I hope to see you guys in

JOOI Convention in New Orleans in July

New Orleans for the 2015 International JOOI Convention.

2015. I would be glad to meet all of

See ya there!
— Jaden McFadgion

you there! I’ve been to a couple of JOOI
Conventions myself and they’ve changed my
entire perspective on life and inspired me to spread

Hello everyone!

my involvement in JOOI. Don’t allow yourself to miss out on the fun!

My name is Kyra Woodley and I’m from Southfield, Michigan. I

For this Optimist Year, I hope you’ll have fun and many prosperous

have been privileged to serve you this year as your Junior Optimist

happenings in your Clubs and District. Keep on smiling, folks!

International Board of Director. I have been a part of

Stay Optimistic!

JOOI for nearly four years and it is truly a blessing.

— Déryck Essak-Brunelle

I have always been involved in leadership
because my sister set that example for me and
love volunteering but never until JOOI have I
experienced a global community of optimists who
want to change the word for the better. When
I read the Optimist creed for the first time I knew
JOOI was a place for me and I hope you realize it is a

Dear JOOI members,
During the past year, I had the honour to serve as a JOOI
President and it has been a truly life changing experience for
me. My name is Stéphanie Thériault, I am 18 years old and I

place for you too! JOOI has impacted my life though the experiences,

come from Quebec in Canada. I live in a small

people, and places that I will forever be grateful for!

town called Saint-Ambroise and I have been
— Kyra Woodley

a JOOI member since 2009. In my free time
I love to do sports and spend time with my
friends and family. I am actualy taking social
sciences in CEGEP and I am planning on

Hello Fellow optimists,
My name is Logan Clemente and I am one of your 2014-2015
International Directors. I am from Lake Mary, Florida and this will
be my fifth year in JOOI! I am a member of the

attending law school next year in college.
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions about JOOI. I am sure this year will be
full of innovation and a lot of fun for every one of you! We have an

Lyman High School Octagon Club and the current

amazing board again that is going to reach new heights and build

Governor for the North Florida District. JOOI has

for the future of this big optimist family that we are. Thank you for

impacted my life greatly and I know it will impact

your involvement and see you in July in New Orleans for the 2015

yours as well. Whether it is by teaching you the

JOOI International Convention.

importance of service in the community or helping

— Stéphanie Thériault

you build confidence in yourself. I hope you will all
en-JOOI this current year as a JOOI member and
have as much fun as you can. I can’t wait to work
with y’all this year and see you at the convention in New Orleans,
Louisiana.
— Logan Clemente

2014-2015 JOOI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hey JOOI Buddy’s
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JOOI CLuB RESOuRCES

Brochures:
“JOOI” for students
“Sow the Seeds” for adult members
“Invest in a Child’s Future” for possible JOOI Sponsorships
“The ABCs of JOOI Club Building”
“JOOI: What’s in it for You, What’s in it for Your School” for the educator

PowerPoint:
What is JOOI?
Building a JOOI Club
JOOI Awards Program
What JOOI Clubs Do
Sharing JOOI with the World
JOOI of Reading

JOOI Kits
The Torch (Newsletter)
Public Service Announcement
“The JOY of Sponsoring JOOI” and “The JOOI of Volunteering” videos
Souper Bowl of Caring
KaBOOM!
Internet Safety Kit
JOOI Club Department Assistance (800) 500-8130
(These are all available at no charge. Visit www.optimist.org.)
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JOOI Club Promotes

The Importance of Play...

M

embers of the Garrison Octagon Club in the Caribbean
District provided a treat for kids living in the areas near
their school by hosting a KaBoom Play Day. The event
was held at the popular Art Splash Centre, a private playground for family fun in Barbados.

The kids played group games and enjoyed the playground and a jumping tent, which was donated by a Club Member’s parent. Prizes were
awarded in the hula hoop and ball-throwing contests. The competition
during games of musical chairs was fierce.
There was a brief rain shower during the event, but Octagon Members
refused to let that spoil the fun. They organized karaoke for the kids
and kept them occupied until the rain stopped.
Club President, Deneka Brathwaite said that it was hard work
organizing the activity while preparing for school exams, but
that the prioritizing and time management was worth it.
Also on the organizing committee were Octagon Members
Ashley Alkins, Mya Pilgrim, Kerri Gibbs, Natheisha Small,
Shontea Sandiford, Latifah Wood and Ramary- ann Layne.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
VISIT:
kaboom.org/playday

In addition to the park equipment and games, Club Member Shantea Sandiford offered face painting for the kids. After enjoying snacks
and drinks, the attendees were given gift bags of sweets and small toys
to take home.

Would your club like to
host a Kaboom Play Day?
A Kaboom Play Day is an event that helps organizations such as JOOI
celebrate play with their Members, supporters, donors and Club leaders. Visit www.kaboom.org/playday for more information.

