Ensuring Safe Celebrations

Childhood
Cancer
Campaign

Yet, it's also a period during when tragic events occur as a result of the recklessness of young drivers
when alcohol is involved. Because of this, the Sainte-Agathe-des-Monts Optimist Club and the Val-David/
Val-Morin Optimist Club have joined forces to implement an awareness campaign known as “Let’s Party
Safely”. "Let's Party Safely" is held both inside and outside of a high school and involves the enactment
of various scenes by youths from the school. It has been presented to over 300 youths to date and is in
its fifth edition in 2015.

June is Optimist Childhood Cancer
Awareness Month, but this dreadful
disease affects children and families
every day. Optimists are committed
to “providing the care and finding
the cure” throughout the year.

Optimist projects that have
received matching grants:

Optimist International wants to help your Club or District
make a greater impact through the CCC (Childhood Cancer
Campaign) Matching Grants program. Any Club or District
that sponsors a project which raises funds for a CCC focus
is eligible to apply. The application can be found on the
Optimist website, www.optimist.org/cccMatchingGrants.
Clubs or Districts are asked to complete an application,
which asks for an overview of the project, amount raised
so far, how funds will be utilized, how the project will
impact the community and the anticipated income sources
and expenses. Once complete, the application should be
mailed, e-mailed, or faxed to Optimist International.

• Optimist Club of Del Mar-Solana Beach
- Support Rady Children’s Hospital “Hopes”
project, providing supplies for the playroom
,organizing entertainment for youth and providing
wigs for teenager cancer patients, helping with
expenses not covered by insurance and offering
counseling services

Applications are accepted at any time and reviewed on a
quarterly basis. If the grant is approved, an award letter
and check for 50%of the funds are sent to the Club or
District Treasurer. Once the project has been conducted,
the sponsoring Club or District is required to submit the
Final Report form. This report asks for the steps involved in
the project planning to execution, a final budget and proof
of how the grant funds already received have been utilized,
such as a copy of the check presented to the recipient, a
thank you letter or press coverage. The Final Report is then
reviewed by the appropriate Advisory Panel. If approved,
the final 50% of the grant is awarded.
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• Shoals Optimist Club - Raise awareness and
funds for Birmingham Children’s Hospital through
a 5K and Pet Walk

Not only does this activity allow youths to take part directly as actors, it also gives them a voice to share
their views and feelings during the activity. It's a method that really raises the awareness of youths by
reducing the distance between truth and fiction. The very realistic scenes, real damaged cars, a casket
borrowed from a funeral home, as well as real paramedics, police officers and fire fighters, create a
shock effect through their raw realism. The testimony of a victim of a real car crash caused by alcohol
also adds weight to the reality of the danger youths face during their quest for excitement.

• Optimist Club of Grand Forks - Purchase
iPads for children to use during chemo
treatments, Provide travel expense support to
parents of children receiving treatment in North
Dakota or Minnesota
• Old Town Scottsdale Optimist Club - Provide
travel expense support to parents of children
receiving treatment in Arizona, conduct an
awareness campaign through the Catfish Rodeo
and Kidsfest Outdoor Expo, children with cancer
are invited to attend the free event featuring
carnival games, live entertainment, face painting
and food booths

}

The project can be of any size and the CCC Matching
Grants program will help ensure a large impact is made!
If you have questions, please contact the Optimist
International Foundation at (800) 500-8130, the Canadian
Children’s Optimist Foundation at (800) 363-7151 or via
email at ccc@optimist.org.

• Optimist Club of Rochester - Fund Brighter
Tomorrows at the Mayo Clinic, providing
emotional outreach program to kids and families,
support research at the Mayo Clinic

Actors come from different groups of youths and take part in simulating a graduation ball. Over an entire
morning, spectators witness a scene depicting a group of youths, a camp fire, and a typical evening
during which these youths drink alcohol and then get into their cars. The next scene takes us outdoors
and depicts the tragedy surrounding a car crash due to drinking and driving. An actress was ejected from
her car and is now lying in a pool of blood while we witness the distress of this character's friends as
they are confronted by such tragedy. Real firefighters, police officers and paramedics join by arriving on
the scene of the tragedy. The final scene takes us inside the school where we see a casket surrounded
by the victim’s friends, portraying the grief the victim's family and friends would be experiencing.

The activity requires
several weeks of
preparation and
begins towards the
end of winter. It is
presented around
the month of May to
stick in the minds of
graduates prior to
their graduation. There
is no fee to implement
this activity and
Optimist Clubs have
always benefitted from
great visibility via the
local media.

}
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Many of us are impatient for spring to arrive, but no one is as impatient as those youths who will
complete their secondary studies and celebrate their graduation by way of a high school ball.
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Matching Grants

to Avoid the Worst

By Nicola D’Elia,

Spring 2015 • 23

