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OPTIMIST CLUB BYLAWS
' June 2020

‘  ARTICLE I- NAME .
This Club shall be knowu asThe Optmnst Club of Alexandna, an affiliate of Opumlst Intematloual
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ARTICLE - MIS SION

By pmvulmg hope am;l posltwe v1smn through the members of this. Club, this Club will bring out the best in youth,
our community and ourselves. The Club will focus on the youth of the Alexandria area as defined, for the
purpose of this document and to be consistent with the organizational document of the Optimist Club of
Alexandria Foundation, as youth having an Alexandria mailing address.

This Optimist Club shall make it it’s goal to.achieve, at the minimum, Honor Club status for Club
performance and Operations.. . .n Lol e, A b

, (r . wmeen geemes . ARTIGLETH - mm&ERSHw N R AT ST
Membershlp in this Optlmjst Club shall represent adults, who are persons of good character, from the busmess,
social;and cultural life of thé community. ‘Al memberships Shill be held by individuals and shall not be
transferable. A Friend of Optimists shall be a nonvoting member.
Individuals having exécutive or’supervisory ’élihf}"%l"ﬁi‘; anthority stich as coaches, assistant
coaches, referees, and other partlclpants managing Club pm]ects are requlred to be members
of the Club to recen‘fé l:lenef’ ts of the Club mclud ’g lmbl]fty insurance protectmn '

s U ARTICLE IV —~ ADMISSION TO'MEMBERSHIP

IHiE

Members shall be” admitted to the Club vaccordmg to such prooedures as &stabhshed by the Board of Directofs.

' ARTICLE V - TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP
Section 1:  Any member may resign from the Club provaded that all dues and fees have been paid.

Section 2: Any member who is two (2) or more months i m arrears in the paymeut of dues or fees to the Club may be
’ sucpendcd from membership. He or she will be provided written notice by the S‘ecretary Upon payment
of‘arrears within 30 days of said notice, the member’s suspension shall end automatically. If such member
-‘has’ nuf paul within said 30 days, his membership shall automatlcally be: tertuulated aud the sécl‘etary
shall so uotlfy ‘i of that termmatmn e I

-Section 3: Any memher ehargeclmth couduct unbecommg an Optlmlst or: w1th any act prejudlclal to the best .
interests of the Club or: Optlmlst International; and: against whom such charges are sustained after
opportunity to appear before the Board.of Directors in his or her own defense, may be expelled from
membership, at the discretion of the Board of Du'ectors Upon such action by the Board of Directors, the
Secretary shall immediately notify the member in writing, of said action.

Section 4: Incase of the resignation or expulsion of any member, the Secretary shall immediately notify Optimist
International and all members of the Club of such action.

Section 5: Any member whose mémbership'in the Club has been terminated for any reasott shall forfeit all interest in
any funds or property of the Club and all rights to the use of the Optimist name, emblem, or other
insignia.



Section 6: It shall be the prerogatlve of the Board of Directors to confirm any termination of membership on behalf of the
Club.

ARTICLE VI

DIRECTORS
Section 1: There shall be a Board of Directors which shall consist of the officers of the club and no more than 4 additional
elected members. The immediate past president shall also serve.on the Board. Elected Directors shall serve for a period of 2
years or until their successors are duly qualified and elected and, starting with the year after adoption of these bylaws, one
director who is not also ari‘officer shall be ele¢ted every year. In the event of a directorship becoming vacant for any reason,
such vacancy shall be filled by the Board of Directors, and the appomtee shall serve for the dumtlon of the term of the
individual bemg replaced j

Section 2: The Board of Directors shall have control and management of the Club ] act1v1t1es determine all pohcles
elect, dlSII]JSS and dlsclplme members and generally superv1se the affairs of the Club.

Section 3: The Board of Directors shall meet on a regular basis as they shall determine or at the call of the President/Chair.
Any three members of the Board of Directors may call a meeting providing a three-day notice is given to all
members. A majority of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and a
majority vote of those present shall be nécessary to give effect to any action of the Board.

Section4: Any member of the Board of Directors who is absent from three consecutive board meetings may be removed
; " from ofﬁce by the Board of Dlmotors Nohcc of said acfion shall be malled to all members by the Secrctary

Sectlon 5% "Memhers of the Board of Dsrectors may attend and vote at Board meetings by teléphorie of other électronic means.

Sectlon 6: Board members may glve the1r prox1es to the President.

Section 7: The Board of Dlrectors shall have such minimum number of members as may be required
from time to time by any apphcable federal, state or provincial legislation governing not for
profit corporatmns or organizations. , o

ARTICLE VII - OEFICERS

Section 1: - The, ofﬁcers of this Club shall be determined by the Club as per S’rate/Provmmal/Nanonal law. The ofﬁceﬁ of
the Club shall be the following:
o The President shall serve as the executive officer of the Club, preside at all meetings of the membership

and the Board of Directors, be an ex-officio-member of all committees, exercise general supervision over
Club affairs and perform such other duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon a Presiding Officer; and shall
represent the Club in all relations with Optimist International and the District and perform a like fonction
in their behalf in relation to the Club. The Pre51dmg Officer shall attend all duly called District meetings
or, in the case of absence for good reason, prov1de for the Club’s representation by an accredited
representative. -

e The two Vice Presidents shall perform such duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon Vice Presidents and
such other duties as may be assigned to them by the President or Board of Directors.

o TheRecording Secretary shall keep and maintain the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors,
business meetings and all records of membership, attendance and service to the Club, in the form and
manner prescribed by the Board of Directors. :

o - The Corresponding Secretary shall pré;i‘éhe and file all reports required by Optimist International,
District administrationand generally perform such duties as are ordinarily incumbent upona
Corresponding Secretary. The Corresponding Secretary shall also send to members announcements



of meetings and other events and periodic newsletters, as necessary.

e The Treasurer shall keep and maintain all records of fees, dues and monies collected and dlsbursed
She/he shall submit regular financial statements in the form, manner and frequency prescribed by the
Board of Directors, prepare an annual statement for the annual meeting of the Club and generally. .
perform such duties as are ordinarily incumbent upon a Treasurer.

Section 2:  All officers shall'hold office for two years or until their successors are duly elected or appointed, as provided in
these bylaws.
In the event that any office becomes vacant for any reason, the vacancy may be filled by the Board of Directors.

The Club Board of Directors can amend or expand these duties as needed, as long as they are w1th1n the *
guidelines of 0pt1m1$t Internatlonal and standard Club bylaws )

ARTICLE VIII - ELECTION PROCEDURE
The election of Club oﬁ'icer(s) and Directors should be completed not later than April 30.

Section 1: Separate balloting shall be conducted for each office. Members may vote in person or by electronic means.
Where there is only one nominee for an office, the President/Chait shall request a unanimous ballot for the
nominee. A majority of the votes cast shall be required fo elect, In the case of directors, if the number of nominees
exceeds the number of vacancies, the neqmred nmnher receiving the highest uumber of votes shall be declared
elected

Section 2: Nothing in this art1cle shall be construed as precludmg nommatlons from
the floor. Section 3: Only voting members in good staedmg/ghall be eligible to

hold office or:vote. | . ol By = [ : - :

Section 4:  Voting shall be by mdmduals anid 1o person may cast more than one vote. Proxies w111 not be recogmzed
Section 5:  All officers and directors shall assume:the’ responmblhtws of their respective officés on ‘October 1 following
their election. Section 6: The Recording Secretary shall report the results of all elections and appointments of Club
officers to Optimist International and the District immediately.

Section 7: Friends of Optnmst are ineligible to serve as Ofﬁcers,pf' tlhéfClub' and/or 611 the Club
Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IX— MEETINGS

Section 1: Regular meetings of the Club shall be at such time and place as may be determmed by the Board of
Directors. '

Section 2: Special meetmgs may be called by the Presiding Officer, or by the Secretary upon reeelpt ofa wntten
or electronic request signed by at least five (5) members in good standing. Every member shall be
notified in writing or electronically at least three days in advance of the special meeting and advised
what busmms will be considered. No other busmess may be conducted at the meetmgs

Sectlon 3 One-thlrd 1/3) of the members in good standing present in pe:son or eledxmncally shall
‘ constltute a quorum at any regular, speclal or annual meeting of the Club.

Section 4: The current edition of Robert's Rules of Order (or Code Morin for French-- . | ..
speaking Clubs) shall govern all deliberations of this organization and its Board
of Directors except as otherwise provided in these bylaws. . ! :

Section 5:  For purposed of Articles VIII and IX, “member” or “members” is defined as
those having the right to vote.



ARTICLE X-REVENUE

Section 1: Each new member of the Club shall pay a membership fee 'of $45.00 for regular membershrp and $32.50 for
spousal membership, payment of said fee to be a prerequisite for.admission to membership. Payment of
the membership fee will be;deemed to include payment of the first

.quarter’s dues.. A Friend of Optimists shall pay only an annual membership
fee of $100.00, payable with the applrcatlon for membershlp

Section 2: Annual dues shall be $140.00 per member for regu.lar mcmbcrs}up and $70, 00 for spousal membershrp,
payable quarterly, afier the end of a quarter, on demand of the Treasurer, except that each fully paid life member
shall be privileged to deduct from payment of dues the amount equal to the dues payable by the Club to
Optimist International for each memher il i -

Section 3: The'Board of Directors may plan or recommend the ralsmg or accmnulatlons of revenue from sources
otherthan those stated in this article. !

L

Sectlon 4 All ﬁmds to whrch the public or membem have contnbuted forthe specrﬁc purpose of fmancmg chantable
" educational or civic activities of the Club, shall be deposited in the account of The Optimist Club of
* . Alexandria Foundation [a foundation orgamzed under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code] and «
shall be used solely for those purposes, and separate records of such funds shall be maintained.
Section 5: The fiscal year of the Club shall be from October 1 of each year until September 30

next followmg.

Section 6: The Board of Directors shall arrange for, at a minimum, an annual audit by an audit committee appointed
by the Board of D].rectors ‘This audlt committee shall consist of members not also members of the Board

i of Directars, « B B
Section 1: The Board of Directors shall determinie the number and purpose of all speclal and standmg committees
« ¢ required;toiachieveithe.purposes of this«Club.- SOt ERE SRR e

Section 2:: The Presiding Officer shall appoint the chair and members of all comrmttees and announce such

appointments not later than (J)ctober 1 following his or her electton
isid Lo ey ARTICLEXH-MISCELLANEOUS

Section 1: In recognition of the benefits and services available to this Clab and its members through its
affiliation with Optimist International, this Club shall exercise it rights and privileges of participation
in the government and activities of Opnmlst Intematlonal This Club shall provide forits proper
representation atall meeting and cenventwns of Optumst Iuternatlonal and the District. It shall '
prowde for such representatmn when | preparing the annnal budget

Sectlon 2: Any person elected to membershlp in this Club shall be deemed to have accepted
" these bylaws and the Bylaws of Optimist International, and shall be bound by them in
all respects as if he or she had been:a member at the time-of their adoption.

Section 3: The Board of Directors shall provide for the prompt payment of all dues and other
obhgatmns to Optimist Internatmnal and to the District, and shall reqmre the prompt
cumpletmu and submjssmn of a]l reports reqmred by Optm:ust Intematmnal and the

District, h =

Section 4: . These bylaws shall be reviewed: annually,; A el o R INTORN
Section 5: A memher or mdmdual may act as an agent of an Optumst Club only upon prior written
approval granting such agency by the Clubs Board of Directors. —_— . .
Section 6: While attending any pro;eet meetmg, social event or other gathermg that is conducted for
the benefit of the youth in attendance, adults are expected to refrain from' consumption of alcoholic
beverages, tobacco, e-cigarettes, and marijuana products during any portion of the event.
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