JOOI Projects Get Five Stars
JOOI Clubs conduct outstanding projects
to bring out the best in kids and serve
their communities. Every year, a few
stand-out projects are recognized as Club
Project Award recipients. The Members
that participated in each of these projects
deserve a round of applause for their five
star efforts.

Community Service Category:
Make a Wish with Gabriella
A Member of the JMHS Octagon Club is
friends with Gabriella Miller, a nine-year-old
in the local community that was diagnosed
with cancer. Gabriella set a goal to donate
10,000 “Dear Santa” letters to Macy’s.
The department store was running a
campaign to donate $1 to the Make a Wish
Foundation for every letter to Santa Claus
that it received, up to 1 million dollars.
The Club wrote 131 letters and mailed
them to Gabriella. All the JOOI Members
were excited to help this inspirational
young lady make a difference in the lives of
children suffering from terminal diseases.
Gabriella delivered 240,983 letters to
Santa, which will fund wishes for 36 wish
kids. The JMHS Club took top honors in the
community service category for their work
on this project.

Free Fishing Derby
The Brighton High School JOOI Club
assisted with the 27th Annual Fishing
Derby conducted by their sponsoring
adult Club and received second place in
this award category. Kids were invited for
a day of fun, which included fishing for
free at a local pond.

The Club assisted with the set-up and
clean-up involved with the derby. JOOI
Members stuffed goodie bags for the ‘Lil
Angler’ booth, where younger kids cast
their lines and then Velcro-hooked prizes
to their poles. Some Members helped with
the measuring of fish caught by the older
derby participants. Others assisted with
registration, face painting and served pizza
for lunch. The participants and the Optimist
volunteers had a great time.

Vision’s 30-hour famine project and the Club
won first place in the fundraising category of
the Club Project Awards. One ninth grader had
such a great experience, that he immediately
decided to join the Octagon Club!

Organizations Working Together
to Serve the Community

Fundraising:
Raising Funds through Famine
With more than 130 Members, the JOOI
Club at Pierre Elliott Trudeau High School
in Markham, Ontario is very active. Last
year, the Club conducted 21 community
service and fundraising events, including
the 30-hour famine overnight stay at their
school. The Club solicited teachers to act as
supervisors, organized games and activities
and promoted the event to students.
Fifty students from grades 9-12 and six
staff members agreed to participate. The
famine began at 12:01am on a Friday and
participants pledged not to take in anything
except water, plain rice, plain bread and
plain crackers for 30 hours.
After classes, students were arranged
into six teams and competed in activities,
including obstacle course races and a dance
competition. Free time was scheduled for
chatting, movies, computers and even
homework. Near midnight, students
participated in a scavenger hunt in the
dark. The next morning, a huge breakfast
was served and prizes were awarded to
the three teams with the top scores. The
students donated close to $1,000 for World

The Junior Optimist Society and the Twin
City Area Optimists collected wish list items
for the St. Louis Ronald McDonald House.
JOOI Members were given money and
they visited a discount education supply
store to purchase games, puzzles and
books. They also collected items, including
nonperishable food, cleaning supplies,
laundry detergent and sample size personal
care items. Six dictionaries from the TCA
Club’s dictionary project were also included
in the contributions.
Seven JOOI and three adult Members
delivered the items to the Ronald McDonald
House to be used by the visiting families.
The Optimists received a tour of the home
and were excited to learn more about
the work of the organization. The Junior
Optimist Society was awarded second place
in the fundraising category for their work.
(Continued on page 4)
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Spreading JOOI-ful Cheer
during the Holidays
Caroling Party
Fifteen Members of the Junior Optimist Society went Christmas
caroling at the Assistive Living at Crystal Oaks Nursing Center. The
group dressed in their JOOI shirts and Santa hats. One Member dressed
as Santa Claus.
After caroling for the residents of the center, JOOI Members were
served juice, cookies and candy provided by their sponsoring adult
Club, the Twin City Area Optimists. Each Member brought a generic $5
gift and participated in a fun gift exchange.
The JOOI Club took the time to help get others in the holiday spirit,
before celebrating themselves. This is a great example of the JOOI
mission at work.

Sharing the Spirit of the Holidays
The Junior Optimist Club-Central Montgomery spent Christmas Eve
visiting residents of a local nursing home. JOOI Members presented
gifts to each resident of the Capitol Hill Health and Rehabilitation
Center and wished them a happy holiday season.
During the holidays, many organizations provide gifts to the
residents. It was easy to see though, that having young people take
the time to visit with them was extra special. The residents were
appreciative and grateful for the gift of warm socks. JOOI Members
provided snacks and chatted with the residents.
The event was a success and made the holiday season a little brighter
for everyone involved.
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Providing Service with a Smile
The Making a
Difference JOOI
Club of Southfield
and Lathrup
Village, Michigan
set a goal of
providing service
during the
holiday
season.
Their first
act was to help the community’s transitional homeless
shelter with the set-up of sleeping rooms, cleaning,
making beds and providing sign-in security.

After volunteering at Lasher Hills for Game Day, the Club
realized they greatly enjoyed this method of giving back to the
community and have discussed making it an on-going service
project.
Service to their community is a priority for these Members, which
you can tell from the Club’s name!

Members also visited the residents at Lasher Hills
Care Center and played games with them, provided a
concession table at Thompson K-8 International Academy
– IB World School for their winter concert, and stocked
food at Forgotten Harvest and Gleaners food banks.

Creating a Happy Holiday for Everyone
After growing their membership from 7 to 62 Members over the
last year, the Smithfield Middle School JOOI Club was ready to
get to work. One group of Members came
up with the idea of making decorations to
hang in the local assisted living home. They
called, received permission, brought in the
materials and made beautiful decorations.
These students committed lots of time and
brought some cheer to the residents of the
home. After the project was complete, the
JOOI Members decided to try to visit the
Home once a month to play games with the
residents. Plans are also being made for the
Club to visit in April to help the residents
clean up their garden.
Another group volunteered to organize a
‘Secret Santa’ for the teachers and faculty of
the school where the Club is located. The JOOI
Members played Santa to distribute the gifts.

The JOOI Members also wanted to create an Angel Tree for
children in the community who may not have a Christmas. They
hung posters, went on the morning show
and rallied staff members. The community
donated numerous items for 15 Angels
ranging in age from 1-15.
The Smithfield Optimist Club donated fleece,
so that each Angel would receive a knotted
blanket made by the JOOI Club. One of the
families on the list had 5 children, who each
asked for a bike. The adult Club raised the
necessary funds and purchased all five bikes
for the family.
During the JOOI Club’s holiday celebration,
Members took the time to wrap every gift
donated for the Angels. Plans are already
being made for all the service projects the
Club would like to sponsor during the next
few months.
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Joint Projects with Sponsoring Club:

Gear Up to Reading

Alpha Club Brings Holiday Cheer to Senior Citizens

The Garrison Octagon Debating Club, Barbados Association of Reading
and the Bay Primary School joined together to host a project. They
organized the ‘Gear Up to Reading’ activity as part of the Literacy
Jamboree, held in conjunction with the International Literacy Day
Celebrations. Participants carried placards and chanted pro-literacy
slogans along the main road of the capitol city of Bridgetown. Ten
Members of the Octagon Club participated in the awareness raising
walk and received second place in the Community Project Awards for
their involvement.

In December, Members of the St. Stephen’s Alpha Club contributed
toiletries to fill a hamper for the residents of the Charleston Nursing
Home. The home was a ten-minute walk from their school, so 17 Club
Members were allowed to deliver the gift during their lunch period.
When they arrived, JOOI Members took turns reading sections of
the Christmas story and then everyone sang Christmas carols.
The residents and staff of the home appreciated the gesture and enjoyed
the activity. This project was organized to remind the young students
of the importance of spending time with the elderly. Club Members
were pleased to receive first place in the joint project category.

Participants also distributed books at one of the main bus terminals
in town. A second-hand book booth was set up in Heroes Square
to allow people to exchange or purchase used books. After the
walk, refreshments donated by local establishments were served.
The participants from Bay Primary School and invited guests told
stories and read poems.

An Opportunity to Promote JOOI and Win!
Sandy Cyphers, International JOOI Committee Member, has
created an exciting contest for the 2013-2014 year. All Clubs are
encouraged to create and submit a JOOI marketing video. The
video should be a positive, marketing tool that Members can use
to promote JOOI and as a resource in building new Clubs!
The deadline for submission is June 1. Members can mail or e-mail
their entries to the JOOI department at the Optimist International
headquarters in St. Louis.
The winning videos will be announced at the “Oscar Night”-themed
President’s Banquet in San Diego. Sandy will award $300 to the first
place Club and $150 each to the second and third place winners.

Your Club ought to be in Pictures
Do you want to see your JOOI Club in pictures? The Clubs featured in this issue of The Torch sent
in their photos and told all about the great projects they have been doing. This could be your JOOI
Club in the next issue!
You can send photos and project descriptions by e-mail to youthclubs@optimist.org or by mail to
Optimist International, Attn: JOOI Clubs, 4494 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108.
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JOOI Heads to San Diego

The new year just started, but summer will be here before you know
it. That means it’s time to get ready for the 2014 JOOI Convention!
The first thing to know is that San Diego is the place to be for JOOI
Members on July 6-8. All events will take place at the Holiday Inn
Bayside. Room rates are just $129 (plus taxes and fees) per night.
Convention registration for JOOI Members and adults is $199.

2014 JOOI Convention Schedule

(Tentative) Holiday Inn, Bayside | San Diego, California

Day 1 – Sunday, July 6

Day 2 – Monday, July 7

Day 3 – Tuesday, July 8

(Casual dress or “Beach theme day”)

(Casual dress or “Beach theme day”)

10 AM - 4 PM:

7 - 7:30 AM:

(Casual dress or “Beach theme day” &
President’s Banquet is “best dress attire”)

JOOI Registration/Talent Show Screening/
Group Activities

4:30 - 5 PM:

Advisor/Chaperone Meeting

5 - 6 PM:
Dinner

6:30 - 9:30 PM:

JOOI Business Session

10 PM:
Curfew

Load busses for trip to Coronado Island

8 AM - 12 PM:

8:30 - 9 AM:

Group Activity

Activities: Beach Cleanup/Safety Awareness
Speaker Meet & Greet the Candidates/
Advisor and Chaperone Meeting (Breakfast
and Lunch provided at the beach)

9:30 - 11 AM:

12 - 1 PM:

Workshops

Breakfast followed by
Candidate Speeches/Forum

11 AM - 12 PM:

Load busses for return to Holiday Inn
Bayside

12 - 1 PM:

1 - 2 PM:

1:30 - 2:30 PM

Break

2 - 3 PM:

Workshops

3:15 - 4:15 PM:
Workshops

5 - 6 PM:
Dinner

6 - 7 PM:
Speaker

7 - 10 PM:

”JOOI’s Got Talent” Show

11 PM:
Curfew

Lunch

Elections

2:30 - 3 PM:

Chaperone/Advisor Meeting

3 - 4 PM:

Workshops

4 - 6 PM:
TBD

6 - 8:30 PM:

JOOI Hollywood Night (President’s Banquet
and Dinner/Closing Business Session)

9 - 11 PM:

President’s Dance

12 AM:
Curfew
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The following Clubs
are Honor Club
and Distinguished
Honor Club award
winners for the
2012-2013 year.

RECOGNITION FOR
GREAT EFFORTS

Congratulations
to these Clubs!

HONOR CLUBS
Club President

District

Club Number

Club Name

5

B1759

10

A1798

Greensburg Community H.S.
Octagon Club
RAOK Junior Optimist Club

10

A1614

Norfolk Panther Junior
Optimist Club

Brent Uhing

17

B2037

Making a Difference JOOI Club

Tanalynn Johnson

16

B1890

Madison H.S. Octagon Club

Hailey Arindaeng

53

B1331

Club Octogone S.M.A.T. de
St-Eustache

Noémie Laporte

78

B2200

Octagon Club of Ardenne
High School

Candice Grant

Club President

Macy Ballard
Jordan Robinette

DISTINGUISHED HONOR CLUBS
District

Club Number

Club Name

17

B2162

Brighton High School
JOOI Club

41

B1626

Octagon Club of Coronado

Justin Allen Meek

10

B1845

Arria Lakha

40

B1726

10

B2156

78

B2020

Norfolk Panther Junior
Optimist Club
UHS Octagon Club of
Underwood
Wayne Blue Devils Octagon
Optimist Club
Merl Grove High School
Octagon Club
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Tori Lee

Emily Edson
Casey Dalager and
Anna Cole
Lashawn Wilson

