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Dear fellow Junior Optimists,
We are already half way through the Optimist year and what a year this has been so far! I can’t say how happy
I am to see all you have accomplished while Shooting for the stars of Optimism. We have learned the
importance of coming together and helping others in our communities in this very different Pandemic year.
Although the challenge has been felt at all levels throughout our organization, you have shown me that by
re-inventing the way we do things and thinking outside the box, we can accomplish great things. How very
lucky we are to be in a time where it is possible to connect with one another through social media and
computer technology.
The Happiness quarter is coming to an end and we have really shown how this can help boost our spirits
and Optimism! I have had the opportunity to meet with some of you throughout this quarter through virtual
meetings and it was such an honour to see your smiling faces and learn what you are all doing to bring the
organization into a new era! It is my pleasure to be a part of your meetings and get to know you all a little
better. The next quarter’s theme is Rally. We have all worked really hard this year to keep our organization
going. Let’s now come together and show everyone how we can rally our efforts and bring back JOI to
our world!
The Star of the Month program is going strong and so many stars are shining bright every month. We have
received many accomplishments from you, our JOI members. Please keep sending us your projects for a
chance to win the Star title!
As a Board, we have also organized some fun activities throughout the first half of the year. We have offered
you two paint nights that I am proud to announce have been great successes. We are planning to offer you
at least one more session before the international convention. I hope you will be able to join us for a fun time!
All proceeds are going towards the Annual JOI Service Project.
The JOI Governor’s and Officers meetings have been held quarterly and have provided a place to discuss
new projects, upcoming events as well as to provide helpful information for you our members. Please be on
the lookout for the next meeting which will be held in April.
We also have a few new amazing fundraisers coming your way soon. The Board and I have put together a list
of cool JOI and Shooting for the Stars merchandise that will be made available for purchase via our Website.
Communications will be sent out when it is set-up and ready to go. We have also paired up with the Rainbow
Optimist Club in South-Western Ontario to bring you our very first “The JOI of Cooking” cookbook with
recipes sent in by none other than you, our international members!
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The time for this year’s JOI International convention is quickly approaching. To ensure the most
participation, we have opted to offer you, in addition to our in person convention in Atlanta, Georgia,
a Virtual option that will be offered through the Website shortly. This virtual option will give certain
Clubs and members, which would not be able to travel for the in-person gathering otherwise, a
chance to be a part of the networking and activities that will be offered this year. Registration for the
in-person convention is now open and can be found on the Website and online registrations will be
available shortly.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank every single one of you, our JOI members. Without you,
we would not be Choosing Optimism and our organization would not be as strong as it is today.
I leave you with this quote: “When it rains look for the rainbows and when its dark look for the stars”.
Can’t wait to see you all at Convention.
Until then, keep Shooting for he Stars of Optimism!

Sophie-Chanel Bourré
Junior Optimist International President, 2020-2021
scbourre@gmail.com or youthclub@optimist.org

Hello

If we have learned anything from the last twelve months, I hope it is that
we need to be part of a “we” culture rather than a “me” culture. JOI clubs
have always embodied that “we” culture spirit as we gather together to
serve our communities and add meaning and purpose to our lives
beyond our own personal comfort. Combining happiness with purpose
creates the hope that Optimists can create a better world.

Mark Weinsoﬀ

Optimist International President
2020-2021

The theme for the April-June Quarter of the Optimist International year is
Rally. As schools reopen and isolation requirements are lifted, it is time
for our JOI Clubs to rally and continue “Shooting for the Stars”. I
challenge you to find new ways to bring optimism to people who need it
now more than ever. Whether you meet in person, virtually or combined
live and virtual, now is the time to invite more people to leave the “me”
culture behind and join our commitment to bring optimism to our
communities and ourselves. JOI Clubs can be at the forefront of giving
our next generation a voice in the Post-Pandemic world.

Mark Weinsoff
Optimist International President, 2020-2021
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by Leah Bottemiller

Due to COVID-19, the world has been changing and the Junior Optimist Club in Prior Lake,
MN has experienced this change firsthand. Not only has the pandemic affected our
volunteer work, but it has also affected almost every other aspect of our club.
In March, most schools were shutting down and so were school activities. Our Junior
Optimist club also shut down since no one knew how to handle a pandemic. Plus, it was
almost summer which meant we lost a lot of graduating members. So this fall, when I
began coordinating with the adult advisors of the club, they realized that recruiting new
members this year was going to be difficult but crucial. One of my peers and I created a
new digital application and submitted a summary of what the Junior Optimist Club is to our
school newsletter to hopefully get some new members. Luckily, this was very successful.
We had many people sign up for the club from all grades, 9-12.
With all of these new members, we had to provide some volunteer opportunities. We did
our research looking into new opportunities and events. Turns out, Feed My Starving
Children, a nonprofit that packs meals to give to children struggling to find their next meal,
was open. They had many new safety precautions, but at the end of the day, we were still

Some of Prior Lake’s Junior
Optimist Club members at
one of the Feed My Starving
Children events.
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able to pack meals to help others. Over the summer, we continued our local beach
clean-ups. We made sure that everyone was socially distanced to ensure our safety. Due to
a shortage of city workers, this beach didn’t have anyone to clean it. That’s where the
Junior Optimist Club stepped in and provided a clean beach to our community.
A new type of project we’ve been doing through these difficult times is individual volunteer
opportunities. Every few weeks we do a new individual activity that members can
participate in from home. So far these have included Booing for Halloween, in which a
member left a goody bag on a neighbor’s doorstep, Random Acts of Kindness, and making
name signs for babies at the local hospital NICU. For the Random Acts activity, some
members paid for the person behind them at a drive-through, or made dessert for a family
or coworkers. Others made homemade cards, and sent letters to family.
One thing I have learned through all of this craziness is that there are always ways to help
others, we just have to get creative. I am so thankful to be the PR Officer for our club in Prior
Lake and to help members find ways to help even during a pandemic. We have a
hard-working group of kids in the Junior Optimist Club and I can’t wait to see what the rest
of this year brings.

This is what a booing
goody bag looks like.
Members said that this
was a super fun project.
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JOI Pilot Program
Created by the 2019-2020 JOI Board
New International JOI Clubs, in the first two years of creation, will receive allocated funds from
the JOI Legacy Fund in the amount of $150 for the initial charter and $100 the following year as
a renewal. These new International JOI Clubs must not already have sponsor clubs, are not
already an existing International Club, or are not currently in an established District. The
International Pilot Program will be for the first 24 JOI Clubs , so please contact
junioroptimist@optimist.org for more information!

Current International JOI Clubs: Uganda, Sri Lanka, Nepal
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JOI IS ALIVE AND WELL

(AND PERHAPS RESTING A BIT)!
by Donna Priester
Chair, Junior Optimist International

The JOI Program and JOI Clubs everywhere are struggling this year with the arrival of the
Pandemic! However, that doesn’t mean that Junior Optimism is not “out there”! If
sponsoring Optimist Clubs have done their job in the past, we have sent Optimistic
students/members to their families and their communities to continue to spread the idea
of caring, helping, and continuing to make a difference wherever they can.

Suggestions for adults from
sponsoring Optimist Clubs:
Keep the JOI Club Charters alive by paying the
Registration Fee for the year. ($60 to OI)
Touch
base
with
advisors,
teachers,
administrators, parents, and Optimists that have
worked with the JOI Clubs or the organization in
past years and ask how they are faring and remind
them of how important they are to Optimist!
If you have any JOI member relationships, contact
them and see what they are doing to “make a
difference” in their own lives, the lives of family and friends, and any other community people that they
meet. For example, smiling, talking, asking about another person’s life can be done with store clerks,
neighbors, and family members.
Keep talking about the youth and their need for JOI as we move forward and are finally able to gather
together. We may be starting over with new Club members, but that is okay! Our job is to create
LEADERS, CARING CITIZENS, and SERVICE MINDED YOUNG PEOPLE! Start planning NOW and be
ready to GO when the chance occurs!!

Donna Priester
Chair, Junior Optimist International
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The Star of the Month highlights clubs that are doing wonderful things in their
communities! Our Stars of Optimism shine bright as you continue the great work that
is accomplished by our organization and by encouraging new members to shoot for
the Stars of Optimism with you.
On November 24th, Junior Optimists
participated in a Thanksgiving reading session
at Tiny Tots academy on Walker’s Road in
George Town. In teams of three persons we
were able to read to approximately 50 excited
and eager preschoolers. This was a fun filled
and interesting experience.

DECEMBER STAR OF THE MONTH

JOI Club of JGHS, Grand Cayman,
Cayman Islands

JUNIOROPTIMIST@OPTIMIST.ORG BY THE

The month of November saw us
undertaking several meaningful projects as
we embarked on serving and bringing out
the best in ourselves, other kids and most
importantly our community.
The JOI club of JGHS participated in and
supported a hurricane relief effort for
Honduras which was devastated by
Hurricane Eta. On Monday November 23,
several boxes and bags of clothes, food
and toiletries were delivered to a container
destined for Honduras.
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In the spirit of bringing some Christmas
cheer and joy, The JOI club embarked on
decorating one of four cabanas at John
Gray High School.

Our Joi club members were also involved
in fundraising Garage sale, which was
quite successful. Part two is being
planned for early 2021.
We are excited to continue this journey of
kids helping kids as venture into the most
beautiful and happiest season of the year.

JANUARY STAR OF THE MONTH

JOI Around the World Junior Optimist
International Club
The JOI Around the World Junior Optimist
International
Club
was
chartered
September 24, 2020. Yes, you read that
right – this club formed in the middle of the
pandemic and is comprised of members
from all over the world! This 1st ever, all
virtual, International JOI club is sponsored
by the Westside Optimist Club in the North
Florida District. JOI Around the World was
chartered with 14 members from the US
(FL, NC and LA), Barbados and Jamaica.
Maya Gluck presides as the Charter
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President with Micaela Rich, Debbie Ann
Hunter and Sanaa Elcock at her side as
Vice Presidents and Secretary/Treasurer,
respectively. This amazing group of teens
meets weekly via Zoom and has already
completed service projects AND an
online fundraiser.

Maya and Micaela joined forces with the
Haggerty Junior Optimist Club of Oviedo
and spearheaded a successful food and
blessing bag drive and on November 21,
2020 where they held an International
Service Day. This day included making
over 300 blessing bags to be distributed to
several shelters, creating cards to be sent
to children with life threatening illness and
a speaker on Anti Human trafficking. Club
members from around the world were able
to also perform community services that
day in their own country and Zoom in for
the speaker.
This past December,
members worked in
their own communities
collecting, wrapping
and donating gifts and
food
which
was
presented to local
children and families in
need. But they didn’t stop there! JOI
Around the world then held a virtual magic
show to raise funds for the International
Convention registration and continued
service projects. With participants from the
USA, Barbados, Jamaica, United Kingdom
and Magician zooming in from Japan, this
truly was an international event!
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JOI Paint Night

The Junior Optimist International Board invited people to attend a Virtual Paint Night on December
20, 2020! Adults and youth gathered to participate in a successful 2nd artist-led painting fundraiser
on February 21st. The registration was $5 per household, a donation that will go towards the
JOI Annual service project. Please check out www.junioroptimist.org or visit the Junior Optimist
International social media sites for more information!
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SAVE THE DATE!
2021 JUNIOR OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

CONVENTION
June 30-July 2, 2021 • Atlanta, Georgia
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The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about
your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the
greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every
living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you
have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger,
too strong for fear, and too happy to permit
the presence of trouble.

C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N

Donna Priester, Chair
donnapriester@hotmail.com

Maria Giorlando
maria_14_1995@hotmail.com
Mary Lou Abrams
mlabrams@cogeco.ca

Nancy Wickham
mrsnancywickham@gmail.com

Nicole Powell
nicolephotography@yahoo.com
KimPriebe
Kpriebe@rogers.com

CONNECT WITH
J U N I O R O P T I M I S T I N T E R N AT I O N A L !

junioroptimist@optimist.org
junioroptimist.org
Facebook: Junior Optimist International
Twitter: @Junior_Optimist
Instagram: @junioroptimist
Snapchat: junioroptimist
Use the hashtag #junioroptimist when tagging
photos or stories on social media.

