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MEMBERSHIP
As of January 29, 2018, there are 15 new charter Clubs and 492 new charter Members –
what an accomplishment for everyone involved! The Junior Optimist International Board
of Directors has a goal of 20,000 Members by the 1919 Convention in Louisville, which
will be Optimist International’s 100-year anniversary. We have around 16,000 Members
now so let’s work together to obtain this goal and make our communities the best they
can be!

SOCIAL MEDIA

“Like” Junior Optimist International on Facebook and follow our other social
media sites to see what’s going on with other Clubs around the World!
Facebook: Junior Optimist International
Twitter: @Junior_Optimist
Instagram: @junioroptimist
Snapchat: junioroptimist
YouTube: Junior Optimist International
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OPTIMIST DAY
FEBRUARY 1, 2018

Members of Optimist International will celebrate Optimist Day
throughout the world the first Thursday of every February to
promote our efforts in bringing out the best in youth, our
communities and ourselves.
On Optimist Day, Optimists around the world are asked to
wear Optimist attire – shirts, pins, hats, etc. Post your best
Optimist attire on social media and tag Optimist International
and Junior Optimist International or use the #OptimistDay
hashtag. Send your photos to marketing@optimist.org to be
featured in future publications.

WINTERFEST
2017

The Junior Optimist International Club of Festus
sold hand warmers and insulated gloves at the
Festus City Winterfest. This was a joint project
with our Sponsoring Club. Members also
Christmas Caroled for those waiting in line at
Santa’s House. The JOI Club worked alongside
the Twin City Optimist Club who were selling
Oberle Sausage, Cookbooks and Krispy
Kreme vouchers!
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W E E K L Y

E-MAILS
Each week Club Officers and Advisors are sent an e-mail on current
news and updates. Make sure your current information is correct by
logging onto www.optimisleaders.org and entering your e-mail address
and use the password recovery option to create your own password.
Here is one of the e-mails from current Junior Optimist International
Board Member, Tiandra Carty.
My name is Tiandra Carty and I am one of your Junior Optimist
International Directors for this year. I am pleased to be able to serve all of
you and be a part of such an amazing team. I would like to thank you guys
for supporting me and helping me reach for the stars because without
you, my journey would have been harder.
I live in Anguilla, which is an island in the Caribbean. I grew up in a
household where the motto was about “Sun, Sand and Fun” and by
making this a reality I spent lots of time in the ocean, swimming, playing
and Mermaiding. While not in the ocean, my time was spent writing
poetry.
Giving back to the community and those around us is very important
because not only does it make you feel accomplished but also
you are strengthening your community and impacting lives.
From simply cleaning up a playground to reading to kids
in school, you are creating a better quality of life in your
community and though you cannot control certain
aspects in life, you can choose where and how you
make a difference in the community and the world in
general. Getting people inspired gets them to inspire
others along with you. All you have to do is believe!
Yours in Optimism,
Tiandra Carty
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SCHOLARSHIPS
CONTESTS
Optimist International sponsors three scholarship
contests for students to earn money to pursue
opportunities in higher education: the Communication
Contest for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (CCDHH),
the Essay Contest and the Oratorical Contest.
The contests are conducted at the Club level, then
Zone and Regional (if necessary), and at the District
level. District-level scholarships are funded by the
Optimist International Foundations and awarded by
Optimist International. Please contact your Sponsoring
Club for local contest information.
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SAVE THE DATE!
2 0 1 8 J U N I O R O P T I M I S T I N T E R N AT I O N A L

CONVENTION

The Junior Optimist International Convention is July 5-7, 2018, in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
The registration (including seven meals) is $199 (CAD) for adults and youth. The Westin Ottawa
will be the headquarter hotel and is connected to the Shaw Centre, where the Convention will
take place. The deadline to make reservations is May 31, 2018. Keep in mind the block could ﬁll
before that cutoﬀ date! Be sure to mention Optimist International and the dates when calling to
ensure you get the group rates starting at $169.00 (CAD) per night plus taxes for up to two people.
Continue to check www.junioroptimist.org for updated schedules and information.
Contact the Junior Optimist Clubs Department at junioroptimist@optimist.org for questions.

THE

T ORCH

5

W INT E R

2 0 1 8

b

or

lu

JUNIO
R

Tre

yn

AL
ION
AT

IST INTER
TIM
N
P
O

Ju ni

or O p ti m

i st

C

State Farm Presents $25K Check to
Treynor Junior Optimists
A big check ceremony occurred at half time of one of the Treynor High School boy’s basketball
games this fall. A State Farm representative presented a twenty-five thousand dollar check to the
Treynor Junior Optimist Club. This ceremony ended the 2017 Keep Kids Alive project in Treynor,
Iowa and started the 2018 version. In both years, State Farm has donated $25,000 toward traffic
safety measures for this town of 950.
Project co-chairmen, Alexandra Lowe and Tyler Pollock, accepted the
check. This 2018 money will be used to provide the basis planning
for a community-walking trail. The 2017 funds have provided four
new radar speed signs on the four highways coming into Treynor.
Safety signs, street banners, safety events, a high school mock
crash, and educational reminders were also funded. Both grants
came about by on-line voting by the public on a State Farm
website.
In addition to the check ceremony, Junior Optimists operated an
education table during the games that tested the visitor’s safety
knowledge. Correct answers won a green safety tee shirt. Tee
shirts were also thrown into the crowd during the games. A shirt
was tossed for every 3-point shot or free-throw shot made by
Treynor. 35 shirts were tossed to both the Treynor and opposing
team fans during both games.
Thanks to the Judd Knispel State Farm Agency, 500 reflective arm
or ankle snap bracelets were given out to fans from both schools
free. These bands are to be worn by athletes
running on public streets and highways before
sunrise, or after sunset. They can also be attached
to bicycles, wagons, strollers, and other pedestrian
vehicles that need to be seen by drivers in low
light. The bands had the message
“#TreynorStrong”.
The Keep Kids Alive effort in Treynor came about
by the accidental traffic death of Tristan White
while he was training for wrestling. He, and other
athletes, were jogging on a public roadway in
November 2015.
For more information on the Keep Kids Alive
program, visit www.keepkidsalivedrive25.org.
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Club Project Ideas
2016-17 Club Project Winners

ALL THREE CATEGORIES WON 1ST PLACE AND RECEIVED A $50 CLUB MONETARY PRIZE

Community Service

Sand Creek Octagon Junior Optimist Club

We would like to recognize Sand Creek Octagon Junior
Optimist Club for pushing the initiative to turn an act of
kindness into a week of kindness in mid-April of last year.
Members of the Junior Optimist Club came together on their
spring break to create posters and flyers to promote a
school-week dedicating five days of choosing kindness in
various ways. The Week of Kindness started on Monday, April 10 with the Junior
Optimist Club urging the school to “smile at a person in the hall or on the street, just
because.” On Tuesday, the students complimented each other, while Wednesday
promoted thanking those who have influenced their life. Thursday, the entire school
embraced in warm hugs and for the last day, the students were asked to be of service
to someone. As an added bonus, the Club’s meeting during the Week of Kindness was
spent with Members holding up the posters they had made in front of the school for
passing cars to see. Their signs included inspirational messages such as “You are
awesome,” “Have a happy day,” and “Smile, you are loved.” They were greeted with
positive smiles, waves, and cars honking in good spirit. According to the Junior
Optimist Club, after the Week of Kindness had concluded, the school seemed different
in a good way! Students and staff seemed happier, lighter, and more positive. Choosing
to be kind and spreading love had really started to make a difference. Thank you to the
Sand Creek Octagon Junior Optimist Club for showing how simple it is to be kind to
others and for being an example of how positive community service can greatly affect
others.
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Fundraising

Wayne of Corydon Junior Optimist Club

We are also very proud to recognize Wayne of Corydon
Junior Optimist Club for its fundraising project “Souper
Bowl of Caring,” which not only has a clever name, but
also a huge heart. The Members of this Club made
soups to serve as donations and raise money for
residents in their community that were in need. The
Club has 13 Members that raised a collective $332 to help pay medical
expenses for two women named Serena Williams and Miranda Crewse. Serena,
who had been diagnosed with Moyamoya disease, needed to travel to California
for a brain surgery, and Miranda had suffered a leg injury from a car accident.
The passion the students of the Wayne of Corydon Junior Optimist Club have
for their community knows no limit. Their will to help those who need it is
inspiring to say the least. Thank you for paving the way and showing that
making a difference in another person’s life is possible.
Souper Bowl of Caring is a national youth-led movement of giving and serving
that is transforming Super Bowl Weekend into a time to think of our neighbors in
need. Churches, schools, and businesses all work together, collecting money or
food items in their own unique ways to fight hunger in their community.
Participation takes place during the week leading up to Super Bowl Sunday.
Your Junior Optimist International Club can join in this movement and make a
significant impact in your local community. Register your Junior Optimist
International Club at www.souperbowl.org.

Joint Project with
Sponsoring Club

Horizon Middle School Junior Optimist Club
Last but not least, Horizon Middle School Junior
Optimist Club deserves recognition for its display of
generosity and compassion in late 2016. When hearing
that Fostering Hope Foundation, an organization that
aids both foster kids and their foster parents with
practical and emotional support, had to cancel their Christmas party, Horizon
jumped at the chance to help. The Members came up with the idea to have a
Christmas carnival for the foster kids. Their goal was to help others and have
fun. Horizon Middle School Junior Optimist Members wanted to make the foster
kids feel validated by holding a fun carnival in their honor. The students and
adults of the Junior Optimist Club worked together with the sponsoring Club to
plan and receive the donations and supplies they would need to make the party
a success. The party included fun, food, games, and prizes. There was also a
visit from Santa, Mrs. Claus, and an elf assistant to offer hugs and laughs. By
showing their care for others and being able to radiate empathy, we know that
the Horizon Middle School Junior Optimist Club will continue to spread light,
love, and joy to others. Thank you for being a prime example of what a Junior
Optimist truly is!
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The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about
your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the
greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every
living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you
have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger,
too strong for fear, and too happy to permit
the presence of trouble.

C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N

Robert Schiller, Chair
schillerholdings@me.com
Vicky Buteau
vickybuteau@hotmail.ca
Tom McNaught
tmcnaugh@hotmail.com
Sean Mueller
muellesa@hotmail.com
Donna Priester
donnapriester@hotmail.com

Connect with Junior Optimist International!
junioroptimist@optimist.org
www.junioroptimist.org
Facebook: Junior Optimist International
Twitter: @Junior_Optimist
Instagram: @junioroptimist
Snapchat: junioroptimist
YouTube: Junior Optimist International

