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Hello Junior Optimists and Advisors!
As many of you know, we started a program this year called Initiatives 4 Change. This program gives
clubs and districts internationally goals to complete projects in some areas of importance in our
communities. Our first quarter went from October to December where clubs and districts were
encouraged to organize and participate in projects and events that have to do with the topic of Foster
Care/Homelessness. In our second quarter that started in January and went through until March, we
had the focus of kindness for our projects and events.
Our third quarter that started in April and ended in June have to do with helping our environment. As
spring has started and the weather is getting warmer, this is the perfect opportunity to do events
while practicing social distancing. Earth Day was on April 22nd and was part of our focus this quarter.
In the past some clubs or districts participated by holding and Earth Day event, a beach clean-up or
a bottle drive. There are so many more fun and easy things your club could do to help our
environment!
I can’t wait to see all the amazing ideas you all come up with! If you have any questions, please feel
free to email junioroptimist@optimist.org or contact me directly. Keep Singing in the Key of Optimism!
Yours in Optimism,

Julia Cooper
2019-2020 Junior Optimist
International President
jjcoop123@icloud.com
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ISU JOI Club Utrecht, Netherlands

Impacts Local Community
and Children's Hospital

The International School Utrecht (ISU) Junior Optimist International (JOI) Club of Utrecht,
Netherlands, Europe is entering its third year with a series of ongoing community service
activities. In December, and again in February, ISU JOI Club members held bake sale
fundraisers at the school during their break and lunchtime to raise funds to support the local
Wilhelmina Kinderziekenhuis Children’s Hospital in Utrecht, Netherlands. Club members baked
cookies and brownies and also brought in store-bought goodies to sell. They raised €150
($170) during the two bake sales with all the funds being donated to the Children's Hospital.
The ISU JOI Club is planning additional fundraising activities to raise more funds for the hospital.
Club Advisor, Derek Bacorn, a member of the Del Mar – Solana Beach, California Optimist Club
is also exploring with Children’s Hospital management additional volunteering and fundraising
activities that ISU JOI Club members may perform in support of the children and the hospital.
Additionally, on a recent sunny, but chilly, Friday after school, 10 ISU JOI Club members
performed a trash pickup and recycling community service project near their school to make
the area a cleaner and safer place. Junior Optimists, like these in Utrecht, Netherlands are
making a difference worldwide with their community service and planet-saving activities.
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Club Project Winners 2018-2019
We would like to recognize the following Clubs and their Projects
for the 2018-2019 year for being reasons why being Junior
Optimists help make positive change in the world:

The Greensburg High School Junior Optimist Club have been working
diligently since the 17-18 school year to collect plastic bottle caps. President
Emily Lowe took the initiative to turn the collected bottle caps into a bench for
the school, thanks to the Community Recycling Drive. The students came
together to begin collecting the needed 400 pounds of caps. The project ended
up continuing into the 18-19 school year where students kept persevering to
reach their end goal. Then Club President Bryce McCullough kept the effort
going. When the 400 pounds were collected, Brittany Saunders, executive
director at Decatur County Solid Waste Management Office, made the transport
to the Evansville Recycling Center. To the Club’s surprise, the rules had changed about how many caps were
needed to make a bench, so two benches were brought back to the school. The Greensburg JOI Club brought
together students, teachers, parents, members of the community and the local Optimist Club to do something
powerful. They are a continuing example of what positive efforts can do for the Earth. We here at Optimist
International feel inspired by their passion, dedication, and the harmony they’ve created in their hometown. Good
luck to Ellie Arca, the 19-20 JOI Club President, continuing to collect more bottle caps for the New Year!
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Ashanti Junior Optimist Club came together to help make sure students had a way
to get their voices heard in late September. The members of the JOI Club decided to
do what they could to get young people of their community registered to vote. They
provided content and terminology guidelines for teenagers that will be old enough.
For students under the age to officially vote, the JOI Club helped kids fill out online
registration to work at the polls and be helpful for others doing their part. We love
seeing the promotion of young adults using their voices to create change in the
world. Thank you to the Ashanti Club for supporting the new generation of voters!
We hope this continues in the years to come.
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The Student Optimists Helping Others (SOHO) Junior Optimist Club
is dedicated to the many projects they contribute to their community
throughout the year. One in particular that we want to highlight is their
fundraiser they held for the Macomb Foster Closet. The students
formed several committees and hosted a “Get Your Glow On” cosmic
bowling night that included pizza, pop, and (of course) bowling! The
Club worked diligently by asking local businesses for donations,
putting together 45 baskets for auction, and selling various bakery
snacks and “Glow” items to raise over $1,000 for an organization that
provides help for students entering new homes in foster care. Members of the SOHO JOI Club also collected and
donated items like car seats, chairs, toys, and clothing for the foster kids. By supporting and caring for those in
different and less fortunate situations, this Club’s actions are a delicate reminder that not all of us have it easy. If
we have the ability to help, we should.
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Thank you to these JOI Clubs and all others that submitted their Club Projects for the 18-19 year
that continue to do wonderful things all around the world and changing our world for the better.
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CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR

GRADUATION
Optimist International is continuing the free membership
for one year to all graduating seniors who join their local
adult club or college club (current or past graduates).
By oﬀering this free registration for the year, the hope is
that you will continue your Optimism!
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NEW PROGRAMS

Optimist International is thrilled to announce several new programs for this
Optimist year. Now, Optimists have even more opportunities to bring out the
best in youth, their communities and themselves.
New Scholarship – The Optimist Visual Arts Competition!
This exciting new program is designed to encourage and celebrate youth’s visual art
skills in two categories – painting and drawing—at both the Club and International
level. Scholarships will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place at the OI level for
each category.
OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

VISUAL ARTS
COMPETITION

PAINTINGS & DRAWINGS

At the International level, 1st place in each category will receive a $250 scholarship;
2nd place in each category will receive a $150 scholarship and 3rd place in each
category will receive a $100 scholarship. Participants must be age 11 and under.
Digital images of winning pieces at the Club level must be submitted to OI by May 1.

Optimist Photography Contest
This contest exposes young people to “The Optimist Creed,” the philosophy of
Optimism and assists them with developing an interest in photography. Contests
will take place at the Club level, with a variety of options for participation, prizes,
judging and more.

iMagine - A Kaleidoscope of the Performing Arts
This new program lets Clubs provide an outlet to showcase talented performing
artists in their communities. Talent showcases highlighting these performing arts are
not only fun, but innovative, giving young people the opportunity to express
themselves using their own unique talents. Disciplines featured may include dance,
singing, music, theater, puppetry, circus arts, spoken word, and more. For schools
and communities, there is nothing more fun or memorable than to see talented
individuals celebrated front-and‟center!

Optimists Spark Fun in the Park
Plan a day of play in the park, creating engagement between children of all abilities
as well as JOI, College Optimist, and adult Optimist members. Optimist
International provides a template for this event that can be customized according to
your community’s needs and resources. This is a fun way of sharing our philosophy
of Optimism to a wider cross section of the children we serve globally.

Kids Speak Out!
The ‘Kids Speak Out’ program is broadening its scope to engage children in our
primary/preparatory and elementary schools to compete with their fellow students,
and importantly with children of other schools across the Zones and District. This
Club and District option will be for students up to and including age 11, effective for
the 2019-20 year.
The goal of this competition is to give the competitors the opportunity to compete
at different levels: school, club and zone; and to gain experience and confidence in
preparation for the Oratorical Contest.

For more information about these and other Optimist activities,
visit www.optimist.org/member/activities1.cfm
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OPTIMIST DAY
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Optimists around the world celebrated Optimist Day
on February 6 by wearing their Optimist International
gear and engaging in service projects, seeking
proclamations and other actions to raise the visibility
of Optimism. Did Optimist Day pass you by? Start
planning for May, which is Optimists in Action Month,
and mark your calendars for the next Optimist Day,
February 4, 2021!
1. Kingston - The Optimist Club of Kingston shared
the world of reading by donating more than 200
books to the Jamaica House Basic School.

3. SALT JOI Club, Iowa District - Members of
SALT JOI Club from Des Moines Christian
School proudly wore their t-shirts on Optimist
Day at school, and are pictured here at their
club meeting after school.

2. Colorado/Wyoming District - Allies elementary
stop to pose for a picture during their Week of
Kindness projects.
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JOIN US
June 27 – 28, 2020

for the 1st Virtual
Junior Optimist
International
Convention!

$25
USD for
JOI Members

Visit junioroptimist.org
to register online!

THE

TORCH

7

SPRING

2 0 2 0

2020 VIRTUAL JUNIOR OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL

CONVENTION AGENDA

Agenda subject to change

DAY 1 – SATURDAY, JUNE 27

DAY 2 – SUNDAY, JUNE 28

10:00am-1:00pm ........... OI Opening Ceremonies
(JOI attend this part of the
adult convention)

1:00-2:00pm .................. Breakout Sessions
*There is only one breakout
session time, but attendees have
the option to go back and view all
of the breakout sessions for up to
a year.

All times are in CDT (Central Daylight Time)

All times are in CDT (Central Daylight Time)

10:00-11:00am .............. Invocation
Welcome and Instructions:
Convention Chair Michael Goldman
Sponsor Presentation:
Barbados Tourism Bureau

3:00-4:00pm .................. Announcement of the 2020-2021
Board of Directors and President

Introduction of the Junior Optimist
International Board

4:00-4:15pm .................. Passing of The Torch
4:15-4:30pm .................. Closing Remarks

Junior Optimist International
President’s Speech

5:45-6:00pm .................. 2021 Convention Presentation
6:00pm .......................... OI President Closing Remarks:
Adrian Elcock

Introduction of the Optimist
International Board (2019-20)

7:00-9:00pm .................. Optional Networking Time (Via Zoom)

President Address
Presentation of 2019-20 Awardees
Recess / housekeeping
11:00-11:15am .............. Group Game or Entertainment
11:15-11:45am .............. Club Projects Slide Show
11:45-12:30am .............. Keynote Speaker: Jermaine Harris
12:30-12:45am .............. President-Elect Remarks
12:45am-1:00pm ........... President Day 1 Closing Remarks:
Adrian Elcock
1:00pm .......................... Global Recitation of Creed
2:00-2:30pm .................. JOI Opening Ceremonies/
Introductions/Welcome
2:30-2:45pm .................. Icebreaker/Dance
3:00-4:00pm .................. Candidate Q & A (Via Zoom)
*Must submit questions to
junioroptimist@optimist.org
by June 24
4:00-5:00pm .................. Candidates Meet & Greet
(exit Zoom and enter virtual
convention chat room)
5:00pm .......................... How To Vote Video
5:00-7:00pm .................. Voting for 2020-2021 President
...................................... and Board of Directors
(visit junioroptimist.org and
click on International Convention
to vote)
4:30-7:00pm .................. Optional Networking (Via Zoom)
*No public discussion of
elections during JOI official
Zoom meetings
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COVID-19 JOI ELECTION PROCEDURES
As stated in the Policy for Governance of Junior Optimist International (JOI), the JOI Clubs program of Optimist
International, Policy VII, Section 3, the President and JOI Board of Directors shall be elected by the delegates at the
annual convention.
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic,the 2020 Optimist International Convention and the 2020Junior Optimist International
Convention will take place as virtual meetings on June 27-28. The 2020 –2021 JOI President and JOI Board will be
elected at the 2020 Junior Optimist International Convention.
All potential candidates shall submit their application, a clear, reproducible photograph and a video of their speech to
Optimist International -Junior Optimist Department by June 15, 2020.Speeches shall be no longer than 4 minutes.No
application will be accepted after June 15, 2020. There will be no nomination of candidates from the floor during
elections.
The JOI Committee will review all applications to ensure that candidates meet all the requirements. If a candidate does
not meet the requirements, the Committee will contact the candidate and the advisor to inform them of such by June 22.

Policy For Governance
Qualifications for Candidates

SECTION 3: Qualifications. The President and JOI Board of Directors shall be elected by the delegates at the annual
convention. They shall take office October 1, following their election. No more than two candidates per District will be
eligible to run for the International JOI Board of Directors. Those eligible for the office of Director shall be a member in
good standing belonging to a Club in good standing, shall have served a term as Club president or a District officer and
shall be the age of 14 by October 1. Those eligible for the office of President must have served as an International
Director or District Governor, must be 16 by October 1, and meet the requirements for an International Director.
In order to be listed on the ballot, potential candidates for the International JOI Board of Directors must submit an official
application and a signed letter from their school principal or equivalent, for those applicants who are still in high school
or its equivalent, to the International Office by June 1 prior to convention.
*Please note in the Policy for Governance the deadline to submit applications states June 1, but it has been extended to June 15
due to COVID-19. There will be no nominations from the floor for the 2020 year.
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1st row: President Julia Cooper, Donna Priester, Committee Member, Immediate Past President Cole Mullins, Mary Lou Abrams, Committee Member
2nd row: Sophie-Chanel- Bourré, Director, Tiandra Carty, Committee Member, Abigail Proctor, Director, Janet White, Committee Chair
3rd row: Maya Gluck, Director, Alice Potvin, Director, Vicky Buteau, Committee Member, Mathew Nacev, Committee Member
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The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about
your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the
greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every
living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you
have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger,
too strong for fear, and too happy to permit
the presence of trouble.

C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N

Janet White, Chair
optimist.janet@gmail.com
Mary Lou Abrams
mlabrams@cogeco.ca
Vicky Buteau
vickybuteau@hotmail.ca
Tiandra Carty
TiandraOnisha2001@hotmail.com
Mathew Nacev
mnacev@bell.net
Donna Priester
donnapriester@hotmail.com

Connect with Junior Optimist International!
junioroptimist@optimist.org
junioroptimist.org
Facebook: Junior Optimist International
Twitter: @Junior_Optimist
Instagram: @junioroptimist
Snapchat: junioroptimist

