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ƚŚĞ͞ƚŚĞŵĞĚĂǇƐ͟ǁŝƚŚĂŶŽƉƟŽŶĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŽĚƌĞƐƐƵƉĞĂĐŚĚĂǇ͊
/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŶŽƚƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞ:ƵŶŝŽƌKƉƟŵŝƐƚŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶĂŶĚǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĂƩĞŶĚ
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CONVENTION SPEAKER

Jeﬀ Hanson is an award-winning, philanthropic artist on a mission to
change the world through art. Visually impaired since childhood from
neuroﬁbromatosis, Jeﬀrey’s acrylic-on-canvas works employ bold color
and heavily sculptured texture to create a striking signature style.
Jeﬀ’s commissioned paintings reside with art collectors around the
globe, including Sir Elton John, Warren E. Buﬀett and Dale Earnhardt, Jr.
While Jeﬀ enjoys a very successful career as an artist, his philanthropic
spirit has resulted in more than 200 nonproﬁt organizations beneﬁting
from his auctioned works. Artwork gifted to charity has generated over
$5 million dollars. Next up: $10 Million by 30!
Jeﬀ believes “Every act of kindness helps create kinder communities,
more compassionate nations and a better world for all…even one
painting at a time.”
JeﬀHansonArt.com
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Optimist International is continuing the free membership
for one year to all graduating seniors
who join their local adult Club or College Club
(current or past graduates).
By offering this free registration for the year,
the hope is that you will continue your Optimism!
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MICHIGAN DISTRICT
JOI CONVENTION
The Michigan JOI District held their convention in the cafeteria and auditorium
of Farmington High School. This gave them the freedom to hold four diﬀerent
breakouts at one time. In the auditorium, two Lt. Governors presented the
topic “Art of Punography.” They broke the group into teams and had a
pun-making competition. Another breakout called “Look at the Sunnyside” had
students write on a piece of paper a private concern they had. Then they taped
it on their back so all students would write positive aﬃrmations about them.
Mathew Nacev, Julia Cooper and Miranda Stidham were guest speakers from
the International Board. Their enthusiasm and participation motivated students
to step up and run for oﬃce.
After the elections were done, the Oath of Oﬃce was administered in the
auditorium and Governor Aliza Nadeem gave a wrap up speech thanking
everyone for making it a rewarding year.

Writing aﬃrmations to each person’s concern.

Election of Oﬃcers

Writing letters to Ugandan Members
Left: Miranda Stidham.
Right: Julia Cooper and Mathew Nacev
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Junior Optimist Members from Norfolk Jr. High in Norfolk,
Nebraska shared Kelly Weil's message that "Being Diﬀerent
Makes You Special" using her beloved Zink the (spotted)
Zebra! Zink is a zebra with spots instead of stripes.
This inspiring tale about being diﬀerent in ways that don’t
matter and shouldn’t get in the way when it comes to
making friends and enjoying companionship and respect.
This is a great message to share with younger students.
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2019 JUNIOR OPTIMIST
AWARDS
The deadline to submit Advisor of Excellence,
Member of Excellence and Ruby Blair nominations are May 30.

Advisor of Excellence Award
Throughout the years, Club Advisors dedicate countless hours to ensuring Junior Optimist Clubs run
smoothly and eﬀectively. To honor their commitment to being a “Friend of Youth,” we’ve developed
the “Advisor of Excellence Award.”
Club Presidents can nominate their Advisor if she/he meets the following criteria:
1. The Advisor has had at least one Distinguished Junior Optimist Club in the last 10 years.
2. The Advisor has attended at least one Junior Optimist International Convention.
3. The Advisor’s Clubs have submitted all rosters, election reports and dues on time.
4. The Advisor must have been a Club Advisor for a minimum of three years. In addition, the
President must submit an essay of 100 words or less on his/her Advisor’s service to youth and
why he/she is deserving of this award.
Prize: The winner will be selected by the Junior Optimist International Board of Directors,
recognized at the Convention and will be honored with a plaque.
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Member Excellence Award
Each year the Member Excellence Award will be presented to one Junior Optimist Member who
shows dedication in the ﬁelds of Club involvement and community service. This award represents
the true philanthropic spirit and should be considered a great honor. The winner will be announced
at the Junior Optimist International Convention.
Requirements:
1. Membership for at least one year at the time of application
2. Completion of the oﬃcial Member Excellence Scholarship Application Form and all other required
documentation.
3. Must have a letter of support from an Advisor or Club President with signatures from both
parties. (In addition to the letter of support from the Advisor, the applicant is encouraged to
submit other letters of support from school and community leaders).
4. Must have served at least one year on District or International level.
Prize: College Scholarship worth $2,000

Ruby Blair Member of the Year Award
Each year, this International award recognizes one outstanding Member of the organization.
The Ruby Blair Award is named for a former Staﬀ Member of Optimist International who spent a
huge amount of time and eﬀort to help organize the international administration of Junior Optimist
International. Ruby Blair’s eﬀorts gave Club Members their own newsletter, awards, training,
materials and convention. This award is considered a great honor. The winner will be honored at the
Junior Optimist International Convention.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Requirements:
All Members who have not held a District title are eligible for nominations. Do not nominate
current or past District or International Oﬃcers.
Candidates must have an established membership in a Club with a charter date no later than
February 1. (NOTE: Transferring your membership from one Club level to another is acceptable.)
All candidate entries must include a signed letter of recommendation from either their Club
Advisor, Club Chair or Sponsor Club President.
Must have a letter of support from the Advisor or Club President with signatures from both
parties.
Prize: College Scholarship worth $2,000
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RUNNING FOR
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE?
Qualiﬁed Members are invited to submit
their paperwork to run for international
oﬃce by June 1.
If candidates would like their speech
translated, they must submit their speech to
Optimist International no later than June 1.
Visit www.junioroptimist.org for Director
and President qualiﬁcations. Delegates will
vote at the Louisville Convention.

THE

TORCH

8

SPRING

2 0 1 9

Optimist Day
Optimists around the world celebrated Optimist Day in a variety of ways in
all corners of the world. On February 7, Optimists were asked to wear their
Optimist attire to help spread the word of Optimism in person and on social
media. Many also chose to engage in service that day as well.
Here’s a roundup of Optimist Day activities from around the world.

The Eastern Region Optimist Club of
Ghana organized a career guidance lecture
for students at a school In Adadekrom.

Tom Lloyd, President of the Optimist Club
of Des Moines, Iowa, showed his Optimist
pride while pumping some iron.

Cole Mullins, JOI President
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Members of the African Future Leaders
United Optimist Club conducted a book drive
for children at a homeless center in
South Africa.

Julia Cooper, JOI board member

Maya Gluck, JOI board member
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M O N T H
ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚŽĨDĂǇ͕KƉƟŵŝƐƚůƵďƐǁŝůůĐƌĞĂƚĞĂǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ

ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŽŶƚŚŽĨDĂǇ͕KƉƟŵŝƐƚůƵďƐǁŝůůĐƌĞĂƚĞĂǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚƐƉŝƌŝƚŽĨƵŶŝƚǇďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ
ƐƉŝƌŝƚŽĨƵŶŝƚǇďƌŝŶŐŝŶŐƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌKƉƟŵŝƐƚDĞŵďĞƌƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌ
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌKƉƟŵŝƐƚDĞŵďĞƌƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĨŽƌĂǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨůŽĐĂůͲďĂƐĞĚ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐĨŽƌĂǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨůŽĐĂůͲďĂƐĞĚĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕
ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͕ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂůĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘

ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƉĞĐŝĂůĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘
KƉƟŵŝƐƚůƵďƐĐĂŶĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĂŶǇƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŽƌƐƉĞĐŝĂůĞǀĞŶƚƚŚĂƚŵĞĞƚƐƚŚĞ
ŶĞĞĚƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͊
KƉƟŵŝƐƚůƵďƐĐĂŶĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĂŶǇƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŽƌƐƉĞĐŝĂůĞǀĞŶƚ
ƚŚĂƚŵĞĞƚƐƚŚĞŶĞĞĚƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͊
dĂŬĞƉŚŽƚŽƐĂŶĚǀŝĚĞŽƐĂŶĚƐŚĂƌĞǇŽƵƌůƵď͛ƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŽŶƐŽĐŝĂůŵĞĚŝĂ
ďǇƚĂŐŐŝŶŐηKƉƟŵŝƐƚƐ/ŶĐƟŽŶ
dĂŬĞƉŚŽƚŽƐĂŶĚǀŝĚĞŽƐĂŶĚƐŚĂƌĞǇŽƵƌůƵď͛ƐƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ
&ŽƌƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐΛŽƉƟŵŝƐƚ͘ŽƌŐ
ŽŶƐŽĐŝĂůŵĞĚŝĂďǇƚĂŐŐŝŶŐηKƉƟŵŝƐƚƐ/ŶĐƟŽŶ
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&ŽƌƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐΛŽƉƟŵŝƐƚ͘ŽƌŐ

The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about
your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the
greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every
living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you
have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger,
too strong for fear, and too happy to permit
the presence of trouble.

C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N

Mark Claussen, Chair
markclaussen@npsne.org
Vicky Buteau
vickybuteau@hotmail.ca
Sean Mueller
muellesa@hotmail.com
Donna Priester
donnapriester@hotmail.com
Janet White
optimist.janet@gmail.com

ŽŶŶĞĐƚǁŝƚŚ:ƵŶŝŽƌKƉƟŵŝƐƚ/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů͊
junioroptimist@optimist.org
junioroptimist.org
Facebook: Junior Optimist International
Twitter: @Junior_Optimist
Instagram: @junioroptimist
Snapchat: junioroptimist

