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President’s Message
Hello my fellow Optimists!
Very soon the hottest event to brace the Optimist world will be coming up, our 2017 Junior Optimist
International Convention! Saddle up for the best three days of your life. Between the lit workshops run
by your very own International Board Members (not to mention the coolest Junior Optimist
International President) to the President’s Ball with the top mixtapes, you will have the chance to mix
and mingle with Members from each of our Clubs, exchange ideas, topics, news, and maybe even
numbers! We will be having the fan-favorite talent show, so grab your tutu, trombone, or whatever
fantastic talent you wish to showcase. Don’t forget your dancing shoes because we will be dancing to
the greatest hits at the President’s Ball.
We cannot wait to see you all there!

Madison O’Hara Wickham
2016-17 Junior Optimist International President

2017 Junior Optimist International Convention
Albuquerque, New Mexico
July 3-5, 2017
Junior Optimist International Convention registration for adults and youth is $199 and
includes the following meals:
July 3 – Dinner
July 4 – Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
July 5 – Breakfast, Lunch and President’s Banquet
Check out junioroptimist.org for workshop topics and a schedule of activities!

President’s Incentive: “Adopt a Sister Club”
The “Adopt a Sister Club” incentive is for current Junior Optimist Clubs to build a Club in an area
where people already gather. An example currently in the works is building a Club at a horse
stable where students already meet. The original Club would mentor the new Club. After one to
two years, the new Club is encouraged to do the same and build their own Club.
The top three current Junior Optimist Clubs that sponsor the highest chartered number of
Members in a new Junior Optimist Club will receive the following free registrations for the 2017
Albuquerque Convention:
1st place - 5 registrations
2nd place - 3 registrations
3rd place - 2 registrations
*Charter paperwork must be submitted by May 1, 2017. Winners to be determined by Optimist International staff.

Free Membership for Graduating Seniors
Optimist International is offering a free membership for one year to all current Junior Optimist
graduating seniors who join their local Adult Club or a College Club. Younger membership and
growth throughout the whole organization is the goal! Graduating seniors should contact their
local Optimist Club if they would like to join. For assistance locating or contacting an Adult or
College Club that you are interested in joining; please contact membership@optimist.org or call
800-500-8130 ext. 226.

Hello Junior Optimists!

My name is Hailey Mills! I am a junior at a small state college in
Nebraska. I started as a Junior Optimist when I was in middle school.
I am currently continuing in a college/community Club in the town that
I go to college in! Joining a Club after high school is such an
important and amazing opportunity that I highly encourage you to do.
By joining a Club after high school, it provides you with so many
opportunities, resume builders, networking skills, and so much more!
I have received all of the above by joining the Club that I did. I was a
Distinguished President of my Club at the age of 20, and I am
currently serving as a Lieutenant Governor for the Nebraska District.
I have given many presentations at the District level and serve on two
international committees.
Being a part of a college/community Club, I have had the amazing
opportunity to make so many great friends and connections. All of the
leadership positions I have earned within Optimist International has
helped me gain other positions in school and in the community.
Future employers or graduate schools look for community
involvement and leadership skills. We, as younger Members, are the
future of Optimist International, and I know that with all of you and all
of your top-notch skills, we will do amazing things within this
outstanding organization!
Joining a Club after high school was one of the best decisions I have
ever made. I have made so many memories and have met so many
amazing people. The opportunities are abundant and you get to serve
so many people. It is just simply amazing. From here, I can only
continue to encourage you to join a Club after you finish high school.
If you have any questions or if want to learn more about college and
community clubs, please feel free to contact me at
neoptimisthaileymills@gmail.com.
Have a great day!
Hailey Mills
Nebraska District Zone 4 Lieutenant Governor
Optimist International Ad Hoc Young Professionals Advisory Committee
Optimist International Ad Hoc College Club Committee

New Junior Optimist Clubs
Since October 1, 2016, 25 new Junior Optimist Clubs
(totaling 537 Members) have been added:
Big Shanty Intermediate School Junior Optimist Club, Georgia
Burleson Collegiate High School, Texas
Camarillo Junior Optimist, California
CVMS Bobcats Junior Optimist Club, California
Downtown St. Louis Junior Optimist Club, Missouri
Jeffersonville High School Junior Optimist Club, Indiana
Junior Octagon Club of Mukwonago, Wisconsin
Junior Optimist Club of Holston Middle School, Tennessee
Jesus Cares Primary School Junior Optimist Club, Uganda
Madison Starlings Junior Optimist Club, Wisconsin
Meadowbrook Junior Optimist Club, Texas
Minot Junior Optimist, North Dakota
Model High School Junior Optimist Club, Georgia
Octagon Club of Garrison, Barbados
Paso Robles High School Junior Optimist Club, California
Place Bridge Academy Junior Optimist Club, Colorado
Ralph L. Fike Junior Optimist Club, North Carolina
Ranch Elementary School, Arizona
Salem Awesome Alpha Club, Alabama
SPHS Octagon Club, California
Scott Elementary Junior Optimist Club, Colorado
St-Pascal Baylon, Ontario
Student Optimists Helping Others, Michigan
Village Junior Optimist International Club, California
Winter Springs High School Junior Optimist Club, Florida

Welcome to the
Junior Optimist family!
If you are interested in
sponsoring a new Junior Optimist Club,
contact the Youth Clubs Department at
youthclubs@optimist.org.

Souper Bowl of Caring:
Canyon Crest Academy
Ravens Junior Optimist Club
In January, ten Members of the Canyon Crest
Academy Ravens Junior Optimist Club volunteered at
the Feeding San Diego warehouse as part of their
“Souper Bowl of Caring” project designed to feed the
hungry during the NFL’s playoff season leading up to
the Super Bowl. The Junior Optimists performed
various tasks at the warehouse, including sorting
through about 5,000 pounds of tomatoes, to remove
rotting tomatoes from the food to be distributed.
They also sorted bananas with the same objective.
Members concluded their activity by performing
cleanup activities at the warehouse. The Junior
Solana Beach Optimist
Optimists are sponsored by the Del Mar–Solana
Club. To learn more about the Canyon Crest Academy Ravens
Junior Optimist Club or the Del Mar–Solana Beach Optimist
Club, visit optimistdelmarsolanabeach.com.

Junior Optimist Club
of Mechanicsville
The Optimist Club of Mechanicsville, Maryland,
participated in the installation of the Junior Optimist Club
of Mechanicsville on September 21, 2016. The Junior
Optimist Club has been in existence since July 2015 and
consists of fourteen youth Members and four adult
coordinators. During the past year, the Junior Optimist
Club has done a combined 361 hours of public service to
the community. This group of young men and women take
the initiative to identify the problems in their community
and strive for solutions to solve these problems.
Congratulations to the new officers as they embark on
their new journey for 2016-17.

Wapakoneta High School Octagon
Club Raises $2000 for the
Cancer Society of Auglaize County
The Wapakoneta High School Octagon Club recently awarded
Torrie Klima from the Cancer Society of Auglaize County with a $2000
donation. The Wapakoneta High School has a long-standing tradition of hosting a “Pink Out”
game during football season. Players, the student body, and spectators wear pink to the game
in honor of those who have battled cancer and in support of those currently fighting. This year’s
game against Ottawa-Glandorf was not only a big Redskin team win, but also a win for fighting
cancer!
The Wapakoneta High School Octagon Club organized the event and raised money through
T-shirts sales. Jordyn Law, Octagon Club St. of Arms and Chairman of the event stated, "We
wanted to raise money for a good cause and bring the community together. The ‘Pink Out’
game fundraiser supports the Cancer Society of Auglaize County’s efforts to help people stay
well and get well, find cures, and fight back against all forms of cancer."
The Cancer Society of Auglaize County helps local cancer patients with mileage reimbursement
for transportation to and from radiation and chemotherapy appointments with physicians.
They also offer nutritional supplements, breast forms, surgical bras, wigs, hats and other support.
Much appreciation goes out to Auglaize Embroidery who collaborated with the Club and the
entire Wapakoneta Community for making a winner out of this event.
“Thank you to everyone who supports this effort every year to make the ‘Pink Out’ game a
huge success! We can only plan a way to make change, but it takes a community like ours to
make it happen," stated Emma Walker, President of the 2016-17 Wapakoneta High School
Octagon Club.

Lake Mills High School Octagon Club
Lake Mills High School in Lake Mills, Wisconsin, is home to a 120 Member Octagon Club.
Although Members support multiple youth-centered activities throughout the year, its
cornerstone event is supporting the community’s winter Knickerbocker celebration. The Club
began just ten years ago with a dozen Members helping at the annual ice skating event as one
of the Club’s main activities.
This year, over 100 Octagon Members volunteered their time to support youth by setting up a
candle lit evening ski/hike, preparing 300 pound blocks of ice for sculptures around town,
skating with over 250 children, serving hot chocolate and gourmet hot dogs to skating participants, helping golfers on the golf
course on the lake, assisting brave souls in the Gumby Plunge into the frigid water, and hosting family games.
Most importantly, these energetic and fun-loving young adults modeled the enthusiasm and optimism that embodies every
Member of the Octagon Club – even in below freezing temperatures! Most of these Club Members remember participating in
activities provided by the Optimists when they were children and look forward to creating those same experiences and
memories for today’s youth.

The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself

To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.
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youthclubs@optimist.org
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