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Hello fellow Optimists!

Friends,

Hi there!

My name is Logan Clemente and I have the honor
of serving as YOUR 2015-16 JOOI President. I am
a part of the Lyman Octagon Club in Longwood,
Florida. I have served as the North Florida District
Governor and also had the honor of serving as one
of the 2014-15 International Directors. This year,
along with the Board of Directors, I hope to make it
the best year JOOI has ever seen! My plan for JOOI
includes marketing, growing membership, and
greatly increasing the amount of communication
we have as members. I look forward to these goals
that were mine, now ours, coming to life. In the
same breath, I want to wish you all the best of luck
this year. Remember, I am YOUR President and I
am here for YOU. Please feel free to contact me so
I can help you make the BEST of your year.

What an extraordinary year last year was! If you
were a part of the epic year, welcome back. If you
are new to JOOI, welcome to the family. It was
such a unique pleasure to serve you as
International President over the 2014-15 Optimist
year and I can’t wait to serve so faithfully as
Immediate Past-President. I’ve mentally worked
out my final Fall edition of the Torch article for
months like a Calculus 2 question, but it is much
harder than I expected. My call to you is to make
these years in JOOI worth every minute. Whether
it is spent volunteering or even planning a project,
you’re doing it right. Show others in your
community the benefits of volunteering to better
the lives of those in need, and also the volunteer!

My name is Rion James and I live in Kettering,
Ohio. I'm simply ecstatic to have been elected to
the International Board of Directors for the
2015-16 JOOI year! This fall I will be entering my
6th year as a JOOI Member and over the years I
haven't been able to think of a single other
extra-curricular activity I would rather be a part of.
There are really only a few things you need to
know about me: I love to window shop on
Amazon.com, and even more, I love shopping for
luxurious cars all over the internet. I consider
myself to be a McDonald's and Wendy's
aficionado! If you can't find me at home, I'm at
Walmart. If I'm not at Walmart, I'm probably
either working or dropping my car off at my
mechanic. After I graduate high school this fall, I'll
be obtaining a job to build up a financial basis.
Later I will utilize a two-year scholarship for
training to become an EMT. If that works out, I'll
be pursuing a career as a trauma surgeon or some
other ER based job, since I often find myself
working well under pressure, and find joy when it
comes to learning about the practice of medicine.
Again, I'm ecstatic to be serving JOOI this year,
and I hope you're as excited as I am to make this
year a great one!

JOOI International President

Immediate Past – President

There’s so much more we can talk about but, for now,
stay tuned to the weekly emails from the Board to
stay in the know. If you missed out on those last year,
please ask your advisor to update your information
or you can email youthclubs@optimist.org.

To contact Members of the JOOI Board, please email youthclubs@optimist.org.

YOUTH CODE
I Promise to Honor my parents and those whom experience has made wise.
Respect the beliefs of others.
Value all my friendships and ensure they are true.
Treasure and nurture my mind and body.
Be diligent and work at each task according to its importance.
Strive to be courteous at all times and truthful with everyone I meet.
Manage my money wisely and control materialism.
Respect all living things and help maintain the balance of life.
Work to become indenpendent, always think for myself,
Set high goals in life and dedicate myself to the service of others.
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TAMARA GLUCK

O’HARA WICKHAM

BRETT SANTACONA

Hello, Optimist friends!

Hello!

Hello JOOI Members!

My name is Tamara Gluck and I am so honored and
excited to serve you on the 2015-16 International
Board of Directors. A bit about me: I’m 17 years
old, and will be until the next International
Convention (which I hope I will see many of you
attend). I live in central Florida and am entering
my senior year at Lyman High School. I’m going on
my seventh year with JOOI. Throughout my years
of involvement, I’ve held positions at the Club
level, such as Treasurer and President, and I will be
a 2015-16 Vice President. At the District level, I’ve
been Secretary/Treasurer twice, and am a past
North Florida District Governor.

I am O’Hara Wickham, a current sophomore at
Mater Deí Catholic High school. I recently turned
fifteen and I am very excited to begin my term as
one of the 2015-16 JOOI International Directors. I
am the founder and President of the Mater Deí
Junior Optimist Club. When I’m not at school or
working on community service projects, you
could find me at the barn training with my horse!
I have been active in JOOI for four years. JOOI has
been a huge part of my life; I have learned many
great qualities from the adult Optimist and my
fellow Members! I don’t know where I would be
today without the Junior Optimist. I have made so
many memories and even more friendships.
JOOI will always have a place in my heart. My goal
for this term is to create strong communication
between the Districts and help expand the
membership of JOOI.

My name is Brett Santacona and I am very excited
to serve you this year as one of your 2015-2016
JOOI International Directors. I am from Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, and I currently live in the town of
Brooklin, Ontario. I have been involved with JOOI
over the past six years as a Club Member,
Governor, and International Sub-committee
Member. JOOI has given me the opportunity to
grow as both a leader, and a person. While
making lifelong friendships as a Member, JOOI is
truly bringing out the best in me!

Board Member

Besides JOOI, I’m very involved at my high school:
I’m a part of the engineering program, and
participate in the SECME and STEMM programs. If
I’m not in the journalism room helping edit the
newspaper or building yearbook spreads, I’m
backstage working with crew members for
whatever production is happening in the theatre
department. If you still can’t find me, I might be
taking pictures at different events around the
school, or possibly taking a nap. The experiences
I’ve had with JOOI have helped me build the
personality I have today in order to be active in all
of these great extracurricular activities. These are
experiences I hope you all have, and I hope we can
bring to the rest of the world. Have an Optimistic
Day!

Board Member

Board Member

I wish you all the best this year and I can't wait to
see you in July when JOOI comes to my home
country of Canada at our International Convention
in Quebec City!

THE OPTIMIST CREED
Promise Yourself To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.
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jooi teams up with
save the children

JOOI is partnering with Save the Children to launch a campaign called “Give $5 Save Lives” –
to help the most vulnerable children survive.
On July 7, 150 JOOI Members and adult Optimist Members teamed up

JOOI Members and adult Optimist Members also learned about the risks

with Save the Children for a “Get Ready Get Safe” Prep Rally training and

facing millions of children under the age of 5 around the world. Over

disaster kitting. Through this program, Optimists were trained to teach

17,000 children under the age of 5 die each day due to preventable causes

children in their communities the basics of preparing for emergencies and

such as pneumonia and diarrhea – that adds up to about 6.3 million

making a home plan. Immediately following the training, more than 150

children a year! That’s why JOOI is partnering with Save the Children to

Optimist adult and youth volunteers assembled 500 disaster supply

launch a campaign called “Give $5 Save Lives” – to help the most

backpacks. The packs consisted of an emergency preparedness checklist,

vulnerable children survive. JOOI has the power to make a difference! Save

hygiene items, flashlight, journal, pen, identification bracelet and a

the Children has created an online site where you can find resources, tips

comfort toy. These disaster kits were distributed by Save the Children last

and tools to help you bring this campaign to life in your community. Visit

month as part of the commemoration of the 10th anniversary of Hurricane

www.savethechildren.org/optimist to find fundraising ideas, information,

Katrina.

campaign imagery, and printable donation forms. You can even set up your
own fundraising page online to help save children’s lives today!

During the unique training and service project, Save the Children taught
about the unique needs of children in emergencies as well as key steps to
take during emergency situations. Save the Children staff also trained
middle school and high school aged youth Optimists on additional ways to
be safety advocates within their communities.
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SAVE THE DATE
The JOOI Convention will be held July 3-5, 2016 in Quebec, Canada.
Continue to check www.jooi.org and click on JOOI Convention for
updates and more detailed information. If you plan on attending
convention, please apply for a passport as soon as possible.

JOOI IN THE

BIG EASy
The 2015 JOOI Convention was held in New Orleans on July 6-8. The

convention consisted of “JOOI’s Got Talent” show, leadership training
workshops presented by the JOOI Board of Directors, an election for the
2015 - 2016 JOOI Board of Directors, and many more fun- filled activities.
The JOOI Presidential Banquet was well-attended with 280 JOOI Members
and adult Optimist Members. Many adult Members holding incoming
leadership roles were invited to the masquerade ball themed banquet
where many youth Optimists and several adult volunteers were recognized
for their leadership in making a difference in local communities and
through leadership at the international level. During the JOOI Banquet,
Clubs participated in a Best Dressed competition. Congratulations to the
1st place Selma JOOI Club and the 2nd place Bonita Vista High School
JOOI Club. The Selma JOOI Club receive d $100 for Club services and the
Bonita Vista High School JOOI Club received $50. A special thank you to
Sandy Cyphers, International JOOI Committee Chair, for her generous
donation to the Club winnings!
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WITH new days,
comes new ways

By Kyra Woodley

As you may already know, times are changing and among these changes
is communication. The way people are communicating, especially the
young folk, seems like light years ahead of the previous generations.

Upon the first meeting of the year make certain to receive:

efficiency, productivity, and creativity. The ideas for communication are

1. All Members contact information including name, number,
email and social media usernames, too

constantly growing. Learn how to stay up to speed in order to respond to

2. Parent’s name, number, email

Today’s age of communication is allowing for more connections,

your JOOI Members. Being aware and utilizing this information will
strengthen the connections in your Clubs.

NEW AGE OF COMMUNICATION

3. Best way to be contacted

You could also mention among those forms of communication a group

Within your Clubs, it is essential that you are conscious of the youth’s

messenger app, such as GroupMe or even Facebook Messenger, which

way of staying informed and connected. With the innovation of

are both free to keep everyone informed at all times. With the constant

technology, majority of teens know how to get things done without

and easy access for communication, you increase your chance of being

always being physically present. This means JOOI Members may now

successful within projects. In addition, these forms of communication

require less meeting time to complete tasks or projects. If you can

become very practical. You can utilize these resources by encouraging

communicate small concerns via text or group messaging, some

Members, reminding them of deadlines and communicate frequently

meetings are not always necessary. Of course the presence of Members

to ensure people follow through with tasks.

at meetings is still vital, but not as crucial if they are always connected,
contributing, and participating via social media. The goal is for all
Members to be present at meetings, but the truth of the matter is that it
can be challenging for everyone to be present at one time. Usually, at
least one person will be absent and some of these factors are not
controllable. Instead of relying on everyone to be present, utilize the
available technology to keep Members informed and moving forward.
Young people are hip to technology. We see practically everything via
social media and technology. Our phones are a very helpful tool. It
allows us to respond quickly to a message via text, group message, or
even chat face to face without being present. Email is also still prevalent
and most smart phones allow quick access to email with the help of an

GET THE MEMBERS INVOLVED
Allow the kids to help by offering new incentives to contribute to the
Club. Depending on the age of the Member, they may be willing to
commit to more responsibility. I am sure many would be interested if
offered a chance to become a webmaster for the Club or public relations
committee chairperson. Adults, you do not have to know much at all
about technology and social media, just the name of whichever one you
would like to be implemented. Allow the kids to start it up. They will
enjoy the new responsibility and it takes one load off your shoulder.

DISCLAIMER

application on the phone. Although everyone may use email, it is not

This information cannot guarantee that the communication will keep

always efficient. Due to it being checked irregularly by some, it is still

everyone connected because that is each individual’s responsibility to

very useful and practical for sending large amounts of information or

be involved. Although I can say that if you and your Club come to a

other important matters.

mutual agreement on how best to communicate and share your
expectations, it will help to ensure the best possible outcome.

WHAT TO BE AWARE OF
It is important for the adults to advise the youth within your Clubs, but
equally important is to allow room for growth. Allow the Members an
opportunity to contribute and plan while assisting without directly
leading. In the following, see how to get up to speed by starting the year
right within your Clubs. How to start the year right?
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JOOI Club Member Benefits
In case you forgot, below are just some of the great benefits for JOOI Members, as well as
great conversation starters for potential members:
• All Members are covered under Optimist International’s umbrella of insurance for meetings, off-site events, ﬁeld trips, etc.
• Opportunity to run for Club or District ofﬁce
• Gain knowledge of Parliamentary Procedure through Club/District meetings
• May attend the annual JOOI Convention to run for Int’l Board of Directors or to meet other JOOI Members from other countries
• Win college scholarships that only JOOI Members can apply for
• Quarterly newsletters with service project and other Club ideas
• Service project hours can be completed through JOOI (most high schools require service hours in order to complete graduation)
• Club Project Awards
• Afﬁliation with adult Optimist Clubs and opportunity to work with them through the JOOI Program to continue the Optimist lifestyle
• JOOI Districts are reimbursed $1/active Member if they hold a District Conference
• To be a part of a universally respected International organization which creates instant credibility when added to your college applications
• JOOI has been given the NASSP seal of approval. The National Association of Secondary School Principals has continued to incorporate
JOOI in its National Advisory List of Contests and Activities, putting JOOI in the same ranks as National Honor Society and Student Councils.
The Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY) organization also continues their endorsement with Optimist International and JOOI.
• To work together with adult Clubs, creating greater service, mutually positive lifestyles and improving your networking ability
• Detailed month-by-month Planning Guide for Advisors
• No requirements to be a Member

Access JOOI records at Optimist Leaders
www.optimistleaders.org
There are now two ways you can log in to optimistleaders.org
1. Using your email address
a. Go to www.optimistleaders.org and click on “Log-in”
b. Select “Login Using E-mail & Password”
c. Enter your personal email address as it appears on your club roster.
d. Enter your password**
e. Click the “Log-in” button.
2. Using your office/club/year
a. Go to www.optimistleaders.org and click on “Log-in”
b. Select “Login using Office Year, Officer Title, User ID, & Password”
c. Select the year of your administration (2015-2016)
d. Select your office from the drop-down menu.
e. The User ID is
i. for club offices your five-digit Club number. (i.e. A1234)
ii. for district and international offices your lastname and first initial (i.e. KellerA)
f. Enter your password**
g. Click the “Log-in” button.
** Note: Your password has been assigned to you individually. We encourage you to change your password to something memorable. You may retrieve your
password using your personal email address through the instant password recovery function on the login page. Your password retrieval email address must
match the information on your club roster in the Optimist International database.
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The below list of questions were sent to JOOI Advisors in an August installment of
“News from the Youth Department.” In order for each JOOI Club to be as successful

Planning
for
Success

as possible, it is important to share ideas between Clubs.
• What projects were effective, and what projects were not?
• How can we promote increased membership in our Clubs?
• How can we increase the leadership skills in our students?
• How can we get more advisors to help us within our Clubs?
• How can we create more youth Optimist Clubs in our community?
• How can we better relate to the students in our Youth Clubs?
• How can we make every student in our Club feel that they are important?
• How can Optimist International better assist me in advising my Youth Club?

Thank you to JOOI Advisor, Rachelle May, for sending her ideas for
promoting membership, increasing leadership skills and creating more Youth
Clubs. She is an Optimist Member of the Club Optimiste Beacon Hill Inc.

Does your club have ideas to share?
Submit your feedback to youthclubs@optimist.org
to be compiled for all jooi advisors to access.

which supports two Youth Clubs, Le Club Octogone Samuel Genest and Le
Club Junior des Pins. Check out her suggestions to the right!

“

How can we promote increased membership in our Clubs?
“I think it’s best done by word of mouth. Three years ago when I took over the group at our local school in Ottawa, I had 12 Members join from grade
6 classes. Last year I had 14 Members and this year I had 16 Members! It’s all about the kids talking to other students about the fun things they do
as a Member of our Youth Optimist Club (bowling tournaments, pot luck lunches, the fund raisers we do and the District Congress at Calypso Water
Park at the end of the year). At the beginning of each school year, I call the school to be invited to do a presentation to all grade 6 students. I discuss
what an Optimist Club is, talk about the activities we will do and I ask them to speak to their parents and get permission if they would like to join.
Two weeks later, I pick up the permissions and make arrangements to have our first meeting to do the election for the executive committee.”

How can we increase the leadership skills in our students?
“I give them responsibilities for entire activities. For example, this year I asked the group to organize an Easter Egg Hunt for the kindergarten
students! I purchased the materials and I let them organize and do the activity completely on their own. The President of our group spoke to the
principle, she organized a meeting to discuss next steps with the group and she delegated tasks in order to conduct the activity the week before
Easter. I was so proud of them!”

How can we create more youth Optimist Clubs in our community?
“I think that each adult Club should try to set up a Youth Club at the grade school level to start with. Since these kids are younger, you will only meet
with them a few times during the school year, and organize one or two activities. If it works, then you expand to more meetings and activities the
following year and eventually to junior high and the high school level. Districts should invite someone with experience as a youth ambassador to
present at their quarterly meetings. I did this for the District East of Ontario last year at the quarterly meeting in Gatineau to share my experience
and tips on how to manage a successful Youth Club. I did a simple PowerPoint presentation and had a questions and answer period.”

“

