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(Insert Date)

(Insert College Name)

Student Affairs/Activities Department

Dear Sir or Madam:


Students are seeking to establish an Optimist Chapter at (Insert College Name).  This letter shall confirm that these students have the fullest support from Optimist International. 

Meeting the needs of young people in communities worldwide, Optimist Clubs have been "Bringing Out the Best in Kids" since 1919. Optimist Clubs conduct positive service projects aimed at providing a helping hand to youth. Club Members are best known in their communities for their upbeat attitudes. By believing in young people and empowering them to be the best they can, Optimist volunteers continually make this world a better place to live. 

We have a whole host of people that will help the organization throughout the process. Optimist Clubs are serious about "Bringing Out the Best in Kids" and do their part through community service programs.  Since each Club is autonomous, Optimists have the unique flexibility to serve the youth of their community in any way they see fit.  Optimist Clubs see a need in their community and react to it. Optimist International officially sponsors three International Programs: the Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC), the Optimist International Junior Golf Championships (OIJGC) and the organization's scholarship contests.  Overall, Optimists conduct 65,000 community service projects each year, spending $78 million in their communities.  Optimist programs positively affect 6 million kids.
All of our Clubs are (in the process of becoming) 501(c)(3) Charitable organizations, which means that donor contributions are tax deductible (our determination letter from the IRS should be coming within the next few months). Also, each Club carries with it an 11 million dollar liability insurance policy, so members of the Club are covered in the unlikely event of litigations as you are conducting service projects for your community. College Members pay annual dues of roughly $21.00 a year in addition to small district dues.  Each Club may also assess dues on top of this figure.

In order to establish a charter, our bylaws state that we need 25 full time students from your university to sign up. But, we are here to help the students along the way. We can work with the students throughout the organization process and follow up after formation to ensure a healthy Club. We can also help market the new Club around campus and in the community with the brochures, flyers, and literature we will provide. 
We firmly believe that an Optimist Club at (Insert College Name) would be a great addition to the student organizations offered.  It would provide students another option for getting involved on campus, networking, building resumes, and developing a sense of volunteerism.  For more information on Optimist International and the ways in which we serve the community please visit the website at: www.optimist.org or contact me at 800.500.8130 x260.  

Sincerely,
Jennifer Radomski

Manager, New Club Building 


