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International Service Organization Forming on Campus to Help Gainesville Youth

ST. LOUIS, Mo. – Optimist International, the world’s largest service organization dedicated to “Bringing Out the Best in Kids,” is establishing an Optimist Chapter at the University of Florida to help serve youth in the community.  
“We are excited about serving the children of Gainesville,” said Leisa Sergeant, who is helping to organize the effort.  “We have met with representatives from the Gainesville School District and other community leaders to determine service project opportunities.  There are many ways we, as students, can give back to the community where we live.” 

Optimist Clubs are known throughout the world for “Bringing Out the Best in Kids.”  Since each club is autonomous, Optimist members decide how to serve the needs of the children in their community.  In some areas, clubs conduct scholarship programs, sports activities, mentoring programs, after-school programs and childhood cancer initiatives.

The Optimist Club at UF is now seeking input from students to identify specific project opportunities and to join the Cub. “Those who best know what this community needs are those who live here,” said Leisa Sergeant.  “If you want to be a part of a great service organization, we want you to be a part of this Club!”  

The Optimist Club at UF will hold an informational meeting from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 22, 2006 at the Delta Zeta house located 903 SW 13th St.   For additional information please contact Leisa Sergeant at (800.500.8130 or leisa@ufl.edu).

Optimist International is an organization dedicated to “Bringing Out the Best in Kids.” There are more than 130,000 adult and youth members in 3,000 clubs in 33 countries, including the United States, Canada, the Caribbean, Mexico and Europe. Optimists spend $78 million annually, conducting positive service projects that reach more than six million young people. To learn more about Optimist International, please call 800.500.8130 or visit the organization’s website at www.optimist.org.
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