KIDS
SPEAK OUT!

All young people can compete in
the Optimist Oratorical Contest.
The “Kids Speak Out” contest is a
“pre-Oratorical” program that
provides a more equitable
competition for younger speak-
ers.

The real test of this program is
not who wins, but rather providing
the opportunity for boys and girls
to gain experience in speaking to
an audience.

Although winners can be
selected, emphasis should be
placed on making all contestants
feel like a winner merely by
participating.

Your Optimist Club can provide
the supplies needed such as
forms, certificates and medals.

The rules contained in this
brochure can be adapted to suit
the needs of your school and
teachers.

For more Information Contact:

The Optimist Club of

PRESENTS
THE

OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
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Speech Contest



SECTION |

General Rules

1.

There is only one level of competi-
tion and this occurs at the Club or
local level.

. Boys and girls compete together

in the same contest.

. Each contestant prepares his or

her own presentation. However,
contestants may receive advice in
this preparation, and changes or
improvements may be made at any
time.

. Presentations are to be made within

the classroom, before the student’s
peers. Optimists may attend if agreea-
ble with the teacher.

SECTION Ii

Qualifications for Contestants

1.

Contestants must be pupils registered in
a grammar or elementary school.

The presentation may be delivered in the
student’s native tongue.

Any quotations or non-original material
used in the presentation must be identi-
fied and properly credited.

SECTION I

Contest Rules

1.

The official subject of the contest is deter-
mined by the Optimist Club, in consultation
with the school.

All contestants must speak on the official
subject and announce the subject be-
fore beginning in order to begin timing
the speech.

Text or notes may be used if the contest-
ant desires.

Microphones may be used if deemed nec-
essary by the teacher, so long as all con-
testants have the same option.

Presentations should not be less than
two minutes and not more than three
minutes.

The teacher should conduct a drawing
before the contest to determine the
speaking order.

Judges may be Optimists if the teacher
desires, or other teachers may be select-
ed.
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SectionlV

Scoring

1. Poise 20 points
(appearance, poise and personality)

2. Content of Speech 20 points
(subject adherence, theme, con-
tent, logic and color)

3. Delivery and Presentation 40 points
(voice, enunciation, pronunciation,
gestures, sincerity and emphasis)

4. Overall Effectiveness 20 points

(appeal, impression, attitude
and effect)

Section V
Penalties

Note: The above penalties may be
used only if the teacher feels

this is beneficial.

1. Failure to
announce title

3-point deduction

2. Time penalties 2-point deduction
for each 15 sec-
onds or fraction
thereof over or
under allotted

time.

Section VI
Awards

1. Teachers and Optimists should agree on
the number of winners. Each should be
given an appropriate award.

2. All contestants should receive a
certificate of participation.



