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Optimist International joins Coalition to save children from Internet Predators

(City, State,  Date) – Children at <#> local schools <or school name> met Faux Paw the Techno Catsm this week in an effort from Optimist International to stem the epidemic of Internet predators that has arisen as more children are Internet connected.  One in five children receives an online sexual solicitation each year, and 29 percent of children online will freely give out personal information to a cyber-stranger.  

As part of its commitment to healthy technology use by providing hope and positive vision, Optimist International has announced plans to take the Faux Paw the Techno Catsm Internet Safety Presentation to  <school district, city, or state as appropriate>.  School(s).  Faux Paw is the Internet safety icon of the Internet Keep Safe Coalition (www.iKeepSafe.org) and partner of McGruff the Crime Dog®: together they are “Taking a BYTE out of Internet crime.sm”

Children read the Faux PawTm storybook and watched the animated movie (winner of the 2005 student Emmy) when <Name>, a member of Optimist International, presented an assembly that teaches the Coalition tagline: “Keep Safe ( Keep Away ( Keep Telling sm”  Meaning: 
I Keep Safe my personal information—all of it! I never give my real name, address, phone number, the name of my school, or a picture of myself to anyone online.

I Keep Away from Internet strangers— no matter what they tell me, because I have no way of knowing who they really are. I don’t talk with them online, and I never meet them face-to-face.

I Keep Telling my parents or a trusted adult about everything I see on the Internet. I always tell them when something makes me uncomfortable.

The Faux Pawsm program was developed by Jacalyn Leavitt, chair of the Internet Keep Safe Coalition and wife of Mike Leavitt, Secretary of Health and Human Services, and is designed to prevent Internet victimization of children.  Leavitt commented, “The Internet is a wonderful gift, and yet so dangerous for unprepared children.  Most American children are readily accessible to Internet predators, but I remain optimistic that there is much we can do to protect them from this growing epidemic. By giving children rules of Internet safety while they’re young and receptive, we can protect them.  Responsible parenting today includes talking about internet safety.  What your children don’t know, can hurt them.”

The Coalition is a partnership of 50 governors, first spouses and/or attorney generals, the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, US DOJ Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force, the National Crime Prevention Council (McGruff the Crime Dog®), the American Medical Association, the AMA Alliance, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and other crime prevention organizations.

To watch Faux Paw’s animated adventure and see the other presentation materials, see the virtual playground at: www.iKeepSafe.org. 
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