District Chair Packet

General Information

Purpose

This contest is sponsored by Optimist International to
give young people room to develop their own views around
a central idea. In addition to the opportunity for written
expression, participants have the chance to win a college
scholarship!

How to Enter

Interested students should submit essays on the
preassigned topic to their local Optimist Club. The essays
are judged at the Club level and District level.

Eligibility - New Criteria!

The contest is open to students under age 18 as of
December 31 of the 2011-2012 school year (December 31,
2011) who have not yet graduated from high school or the
equivalent.

U.S. students attending school on a military installation
outside the United States are eligible to enter in their last
U.S. home of record. The District Chair will receive all
entries from students living on U.S. military installations
and send them to a Club in the city the student last resided
in. If no Club is available, the District Chair will hold an
at-large contest for these students.

Students residing in non-Districted areas where there are
no Optimist Clubs are not eligible for competition.

Topic

“How my Positive Outlook Benefits my Community”

Length

700-800 words (Title, footnotes and bibliography are not
included in the final word count.) Hyphenated words count
as 1 word.

Judging Deadlines
The deadline for students to submit essays is determined
by the sponsoring Club. Please contact your District Chair

OPTIMIST

K\\
ESSAY CONTEST

@

P\

for more information. The deadline for Clubs to submit
their winning essay to the District Chair is February 28.
District entries are judged and submitted to the Optimist
International Programs Department no later than April
15, 2012. District winners will be notified by a letter from
Optimist International between April 15 and June 1.
Districts that would like their winner to be notified after
their 3rd quarter District conference must submit a letter
detailing this request to Optimist International by March 1.
The District Chair should confirm the winner will not need
to redeem their funds immediately. If a letter is submitted,
Optimist International will not send a congratulatory letter
or redemption materials to the District- or International-
level winner until June.

Prizes

Scholarships are awarded to students in the United States
and the Caribbean in US dollars and in Canadian dollars for
Canadian students.

Club and District awards should be ordered directly from
Optimist Supply for US and Caribbean Clubs and from
OptiPromo for Canadian Clubs.

Club level - medallion

Clubs are allowed to give monetary awards of up to
$500 per winner for the Essay contest in addition to the
official medallions. The Club level awards may be given
in the form of a scholarship, savings bond or cash prize

but are completely discretionary.

*Disclaimer - Clubs planning to present cash or savings bond awards
to student winners should first consult the association for their state
or province that coordinates scholastic activities and competitions to
determine if such payments would result in the recipient’s forfeiture
of amateur status. If a student loses their amateur status, they may be
unable to compete in collegiate athletics and activities.

District level - plaque and a $2,500 college scholarship for
first place winners.

Districts choosing to increase funding for the
scholarships or fund additional scholarships will need to
manage those funds through other resources. Optimist
International will not handle the awarding of any
scholarships not funded by the Optimist International
Foundations. The responsibility for record-keeping
and awarding of additional funds or scholarships will be
the Districts’.
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Districts may choose to hold the additional funds in
District accounts or contribute those funds to the Optimist
International Foundations. Individual donors and Clubs will
receive lifetime credit for gifts for increased or additional
scholarships.

The Foundations will process requests from the Districts
to have scholarship funds returned to them. Requests must
be in writing and specify the type of scholarship and the
amount. The Foundations will not award the scholarships
or write checks to the individual scholarship recipients or
their schools.

Judging the Essays

Select three qualified judges who are not acquainted
with the writers of the essays. At the Club level, the judges
may be Optimist Members. At all other levels of the
competition, judges must be non-Optimists. Judges should
have expertise in creative writing.

Always have a back-up judge in case someone gets
sick. Give the judges a copy of the rules and a membership
brochure to review and introduce them to the world of
Optimism.

The Essay Chair supplies each judge with the judging
materials. In an effort to conceal the identity of each
contestant, each entry will be assigned a number by the
Essay Contest Chair. The assigned number will be placed
on the title page and page 1 of the essay. The title page
will then be detached and retained by the Essay Contest
Chair. The judges will be given the essays bearing only the
assigned numbers.

The actual judging can be handled in either of the
following ways:

All three judges gather and evaluate the essays and
submit their completed judging forms to the Essay Chair.

or

Each judge is sent a packet with copies of the essays to
evaluate. They return essays and completed judging forms
by a pre-determined date to the Essay Chair.
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In either case, judges should never compare scores or
comments on the essays being judged. If the Chair feels
there was an oversight, contact the judge directly and
discuss it for re-evaluation. Contest Chairs cannot change
the judges’ scores or deductions!

District Contest

Judging criteria is exactly the same for the District level
as it is for Club level. Once completed, the District Chair
should contact the winner and get the information needed
to complete the Winner’s Information Form.

Submit:
Winner’s Information Form (pg 13)
District Essay Contest Entry Form
District’s winning essay (with cover page
re-attached)
Copy of Birth Certificate or Passport

Mail to:
Optimist International Programs
Department * Attn: Essay Coordinator
4494 Lindell Blvd. ¢ St. Louis, MO 63108
or fax to: 1-314-371-6006

Forms should arrive at the
International Office no later than
April 15, 2012!




:[rew-3 10 Quoyd JO'IU0D)

:SSQIPPY 10BIUOD)

1U0SIoJ JOBIUOD)

:)9B)JU0D UOI)BULIOJUT JIOW JO]

"Gz Jo 23e o)
£q drysrejoyos 1oy wreyd 3snw diysre[oyos
Teuonjeuru JsTunydQ e JO SIQUUIAL (]
‘Teuonewuy Istundo
Kq paraystutwupe oq [ sdigsrejoyos [y -
‘[euoneuIu]
ystumdQ jo Teaoxdde oy 03 303[qns ‘o107
s Juardroar oy Jo uonmIISuI [RUOHEONP
) 01 o[qeAed oq [[im sdrysie[oyos v g
‘A[uo
[00Y2s ope1 J0 AJISIoATUN ‘959[0D © Je Ish IO
are papreme sdiysIe[oyos ‘epeur)) pue sajels
PN Y} JO SUOHEPUNO,] [EUOTIBUISIU]
ystundQ Yy Aq papunj are sdiysie[oyos y
Iouurm doed-1s1y oy 103 diysIe[oyos
9391109 005 ‘7S © pue anbed — [9A9] 1010SIJ T
UOI[[epaull — [AS] qN[D *]
SpIeAy - JIA Uonodg

UONEOYNUPI JO 99139p UO

Ppaseq Jo uonoely Jo sjutod G :UONEOYNUIPI-J[AS G
JIWI] JOPUN/IOAO SPIOM G o 10 syutod

G IIwI] pIOM (08-00L U UL Aes 0) am[re] “f

syutod ¢ :ooeds-ojqnop pue Aesso adA) 03 aInfreq ‘¢
syurod ¢ :spiom

JO IJoquinu 810} AJIIUSPI A[9JRINDOR 0) AIN[IR] "7

sjutod g :01do} Teroyjo 1s1] 0 aInyre ']
Saneudd — JA Uonodg

syurod ¢ :jeurroy rodoxd
o ur paredord — soyny 1S9IU0Y) 01 UAIAYPY °G
sjutod G :ssoUIBAN “§
syurod (g :3urpedg pue uonemoung ‘rewWwIRIL) *¢
syutod (¢
:Aymunuood pue Surseryd — 9[4)S pue AI1e[nqeooA ‘7
syutod (yf :01doy 03 @ouaIaYpE 02[qns oy
Jo uonejardiaur [eo150] — uonezIuESIO [N |
‘[eonuspl oq
TI1A 1SJUOD 9} JO S[AAJ] [[& J& sainpadord Surioog
SULI00G — A UOIIIS

‘sjutod
paeme 10 Ajeuad e ugrsse ued sagpnl A[uQ
“pasgpnl
Juraq sAessa aredwod 10 SSNOSIP Jou [[IMm SaZpnf "¢
“IoquINu paugIsse oY) A[uo Jurreaq
Kessa oy} uaAId aq [[im sagpnl oy, ey
1S9)U0)) AeSSH AU} AQ PAUTeR)AI PUB PAYILIOP
9q uay [im a3ed apn oy, "Aessa ay) Jo T o5ed
pue a3ed opn oy uo paoerd oq [[Im Joquinu
paugisse Ay [, “Irey)) 1squo)) Aessq ay) Aq
JoquInu B paugIsse 9q [[Im AU YO JUB)SIUOD
[oea Jo AJuapI o) [B0U0D 03 JIOJA Ue U 7
'systundQ-uou 2q jsnw
soSpnl ToA9] 101ISI( Y} 1Y "SIUBISAIUOD Y} IIM
pajurenboe jou are oym ‘sroquualy IstundQ oq
Kew sadpnl ‘[aa9] qnyD) 9y} 1y "saSpnl pagrenb
da1y) jo [oued € Aq pajerdwod oq [[im Judpnf °|
Surury, pue Suidpnf — A UonddS

‘pardaooe
jou a1e 2d£) Aue JO SIOA0D) JOUIOD PUBY-1JI]
1oddn o ur 10yja50) porde)s aq 3snwr Anua 2y ], "0

"payeoo] st qni) Juriosuods
) Yorym ur Anunod ay) jo oaFensue| [e10yJoO
ue s1 pasn a3en3ue| ay) J1 ystuedg 10 youar]

‘YST[SUF IOYIIS UT UNLIM 3q ABUI ABSS? UY "G

(uoneoynNUIPI JO 92IIIP U0 paseq

uonoely 10 sjutod ¢ Jo uonoONPI(]) IOLISI
10 qni) IstundQ Sunosuods ‘Ayunwwod
‘Jooyds ‘syuared uopnis oy seYNUAPI 1LY}

AeSSa oY) UI 9pBU Aq ULD dOUAIQJAI ON '§

‘uonjeoyIrenbsIp ur Jynsar i

[eLIQJRW [BUISLIO-UOU AJJUIPT 0] AIN[IB "ISAIUO0D
Q) SUTa3SIAA0 1030NISUT oY) Aq payroads aq
Kew (YA Se yons) JewIo] s JojLim dy1oads e
Jo asn ‘orduwrexa 10, "Ajredoid peynuaprt aq snwr

pasn [enRjew payy3LIAdoo 1o suonejonb Auy </

"a8ed yoee Jo wonoq
Q) I8 PIAJUAD 2q JsnW S1oquinu Y, -oFed
9[Im Yy j0u ‘Aessa oy jo T a3ed ym Sunes

paloquinu 2q Isnw Aessa ) jo a3ed yoey ‘9

*(JrwI] JpUN/ISA0 SPIOM GT

yoea Joj syutod ¢ Jo uononpa() pIom | Sse Junod
spiom pajeuaydAH ‘seyoujooj 1o Ayderdoriqiq
‘O[IN Q) 9PN[OUT JOU SIOP SIY], “PAIUNOD ST

Kessa ayy JO pIom KIOAT "SpIOom ()()§ UBY} Q10U

ou Jnq SPIOM ()L ISBI JB UIRIUO0D Isnul SABSSH '

(syurod ¢ Jo uononpa()

‘paseds-o[qnop pue uonLImadA) 9q Isnuwr sAessq

*(A73091100 SpIOM JO JqUINU €10} Y}
Ajniuapt 03 ainfrej 103 syutod ¢ pue o1doy jo yoe[
10§ syutod g jo Ajeuad) sprom Jo Ioquinu ) pue

o1do) Teroyjo ay) oq pinoys | o3ed jo doy oyy 1y ¢

“YMIqQ JO 9)ep pue [00YDS
Jo awreu ‘roquinu duoyd ‘SSAIppe ‘Qweu S, I9JLIM
‘sp1om Jo 1oquinu ‘01doy [eroyjo ay) :Jururejuod

a3ed opn © ym urdeq Isnw Anus yoey ‘g

-01do) Te1oyjo 9y) uo LM Isnw sjuedronied ‘|

Say 1s9YuU0D) - [II UONIIS

‘Sunedronued a10j2q j10dssed
IO 91e0YNIR0 YIIq J1oy) Jo Adoo e ysTuIng jsnw

1SOIUOD A} JO [OAI] OB JB SIUBISAIUOD [V “{

‘ureSe uonnadwod ay) Jo [9A9] Aue Je 9jadwod
0] 9[qI31]2 2q [[14 dIysIe[oyos Jsajuod Aessg

:MO[3( ssaappe 03 uonedrjdde puds Ised|q

JoqunN qnpD istundo Sutosuodg

sureN qnpD istundQ Sunosuodg

diysuonejoy

/ / Aaeq QInjeusIg
‘1523100 S1y1 ul 23pd1o1140d 01 pavm/plyd &t 10f uoissiutiad Kut 2413 |

{UOISSIULId URIPJIRN) X0 Judied

/ / Aaeq QINJeUSIS S JULBISAIUOD)

‘Siuawiaambal 2y fo I £q punoq aq JJm | pup Jsajuod ayj o Sajnl ayi paIpnis 2avy |

:JUIUIAAIT Y JUB)SIIUO))

JstundQ ue uom A[snoraaid sey oym juapnis oN ‘¢
"T89A UAAIS Aue Furmp 3s9)uod

S.qN[D QUO A[UO 10J A[qISI[ B SJUBISANUOD) ‘T
"PI0OI JO SWIOY JSE[ JIAY} UT JOJUD 0} 9[qISI[o oIk
SOJBIS PAIIU[) AY) OPISINO SUONE[[EISUT ATejI[Il
uo [00yos SUIpualje Syuapnis "S ) "opIsar £y
UOIYM UT JOINSI Q) UT JAJUD IsnW S)UOpm§
“JuareAnba ot 10 [00yos Y31y Wwoij pajenpeisd
194 j0u oAeY oYM (11(T ST ¢ Joquiaoa() Jeok
[00Y2S TTOT-TT0T 9y JOISTE 19qUIadS( JO Se

81 93e 1opun sjuapmys 0) uado SI3SU0 AL, “|

SjuR)SANUO)) J10J suonedyifen() - [ UoNIRIS

“ToyIne oy 03 Juowked JnoyIM 1SIUOD Y} OJUT
paidua Kesso Aue ojeodridnp asimIayjo 1o ysiqnd
91pa 01 JYS1I oY) aAeY [[IM [euoneuIu] JstundQ °g

‘Sunedronted sjueisaiuod ¢ Jo wnwirur

© oAey Jsnw suonnaduwod [9A[-10MSIJ [V 1

‘pardasoe 2q jou [[Im Andod 10 uonOYy

Jo sya0pN “uontsodwrod Arexay aanejardiojur

10 onATeue ue se Aessa ue souyop AIBUONOIP

S, 10JSQOA\ "SIOUIO WOIF 90uepIS PoIIwI] YIIm
Kess? [euI3LIo ue 9sodwod SN SJUBISAUOY) *¢

"9[qe[TeAe

j0U ST qN[O [BIO] B JI 159)U0d d3Ie[-J8 UE JO ‘qn[D)
jstumdQ [800] B YSNoIy) 10Jud ISNUW SJUB)SAIUO)) 7

wwsia

pue qnpD :uonnadwiod JO S[OAI] 0M) OJUT POPIAIP
S1159)u09 Aessy [euoneuraiuy stundo oy, |
S9N [LIAUIL) - | UONIIS

‘SpIeme
pue SurSpn[ ‘1s0Ju0d Y} INOQE UOTIRULIOJUT UTEIUOD

so[nu oy, "wioy ANud ay) 939[dwod pue so[nx

9y Jo Adod ' UQAISZ 2q JSnW JUL)ISAIUOD YorH
s9|ny 1sajuo) Aess3

Lunuo) Aux sygaudg
3[00[INQ ANISOJ AW MOH;,, :01do], [PYJO

ONDOSA D

{TBIA [00YDs sy} 3s9Iu0)) Aessy s.qnyD istundQ Joyio Aue ur pojedionted nok aaey

Erav4

/ / g Jo e

[feu-H

( ) auoyderay,

apo)) [e1sod/diz

Q0UIA0IJ/o10)S

A

SSQIpPY

4 N

QuieN

}sajuo Aess3 jeuoneussiu] 3siwndo 210e-1L0g 40} uonedijddy

on



T

Official Rules

Each contestant must be given a copy of the rules
and must complete the entry form. The rules contain
information about the contest, judging and awards.

Section | - General Rules

1. The Optimist International Essay Contest is divided
into two levels of competition: Club and District.

2. Contestants must enter through a local Optimist Club
or an at-large contest if a local Club is not available.

3. Contestants must compose an original essay with
limited guidance from others. Webster’s Dictionary
defines an essay as an analytic or interpretive literary
composition. Works of fiction or poetry will not be
accepted.

4. All District-level contests must have a minimum of 3
contestants participating.

5. Optimist International will have the right to edit,
publish or otherwise duplicate any essay entered into
the contest without payment to the author.

Section Il - Qualifications for Contestants

1. The contest is open to students under age 18 as
of December 31 of the 2011-2012 school year
(December 31, 2011) who have not yet graduated
from high school or the equivalent. Students must
enter in the District in which they reside. U.S. students
attending school on a military installation outside the
United States are eligible to enter in their last home
of record. Students residing in non-Districted areas
where there are no Optimist Clubs are not eligible for
competition.

2. Contestants are eligible for only one Club’s essay
contest during any given year. (October 1st -
September 30th)

3. No individual having previously won an Essay
scholarship will be eligible to compete at any level of
the competition again.

4. All contestants at each level of the contest must
furnish a copy of their birth certificate or passport
before participating.
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Section lll - Contest Rules

1.
2.

Participants must write on the official contest topic.

Each entry must begin with a title page containing:
topic, number of words, writer’s name, address, phone
number, name of school and date of birth.

. At the top of page 1 should be the official topic and

the number of words (penalty of 2 points for lack
of topic and 5 points for failure to identify the total
number of words correctly).

. Essays must be type-written and double-spaced.

(Deduction of 5 points)

. Essays must contain at least 700 words but no

more than 800 words. Every word of the essay is
counted. This does not include the title, bibliography
or footnotes. Hyphenated words count as 1 word.
(Deduction of 5 points for each 25 words over/under
limit)

. Each page of the essay must be numbered starting

with page 1, not the title page. The numbers must be
centered at the bottom of each page.

. Any quotations or copyrighted material used in the

essay must be identified properly. For example, use
of a specific writer’s format (such as MLLA) may be
specified by the instructor overseeing the contest.
Failure to identify non-original material will result in
disqualification.

. No reference can be made in the essay that identifies

the student, parents, school, community, sponsoring
Optimist Club or District. (Deduction of 5 points or
fraction based on degree of identification)

. An essay may be written in either English, French or

Spanish if the language used is an official language of
the country in which the sponsoring Club is located.

10. The entry must be stapled together in the upper

lefthand corner. Covers of any type are not accepted.

Section IV - Judging

1.

Judging will be completed by a panel of three
qualified judges who are not acquainted with the
contestants. At the Club level, judges may be Optimist
Members. At the District level, judges must be non-
Optimists.
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2. In an effort to conceal the identity of each contestant, Section VIl - Awards

each entry will be assigned a number by the Essay Only Optimist International awards obtained from

Contest Chair. The assigned number will be placed Optimist Supply or OptiPromo are to be given at all Club

on the title page and page 1 of the essay. The title and District level contests.

page will then be detached and retained by the Essay 1. Club level - medallion

Contest Chair. The judges will be given the essays Clubs are allowed to give monetary awards of up to

bearing only the assigned numbers. $500 per winner for the Essay contest in addition to the
3. Judges will not discuss or compare essays being official medallions. The Club level awards may be given

judged. in the form of a scholarship, savings bond or cash prize

but are completely discretionary.

. j i d points.
4 Only judges can assign a penalty or award points 2. District level - plaque and a $2,500 college

Section V - Scoring of Contest scholarship for the first place winner
Scoring procedures at all levels of the contest will be A. Scholarships are funded by the Optimist
identical. International Foundations of the United States
1. Material Organization (Logical interpretation of the and Canada.
subject, adherence to topic): 40 points B. Scholarships awarded are for use only at a
2. Vocabulary and Style (Phrasing and continuity): 30 college, university, or trade school.
points C. All scholarships will be payable to the
3. Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling: 20 points educational institution of the recipient’s choice,
4. Neatness: 5 points subject to the approval of Optimist International.
5. Adherence to contest rules (prepared in the proper D. All scholarships will be administered by
format): 5 points Optimist International.

E. Winners of an Optimist International scholarship

Section VI - Penalties must claim their scholarship by the age of 25.

1. Failure to list official topic: 2 points

2. Failure to accurately identify total number of words: 5
points

3. Failure to type essay and double-space: 5 points

4. Failure to stay within the 700-800 word limit:

5 points for each 25 words over/under limit

5. Self-identification: 5 points or fraction based on
degree
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District Chair’s Planning

Timeline
July-August 2011

* Receive an information packet from the Optimist
International Programs Department.

* Set a District contest date and have it published in the
District directory along with your contact information.

* Send a mailing to all incoming Club Presidents and
Lieutenant Governors with information on deadlines,
entry fees, and encouragement to participate in the
program.

October 2011

* Prepare a presentation for the First Quarter District
Conference. Prepare something in writing for Club
Presidents to take home with your name and contact
information. Train Clubs on how to conduct the contest
and how to obtain extra materials if needed.

* Ask Clubs to contact you by a specific date if they
plan to hold a contest. This will allow you to direct
interested students to the appropriate Club.

* Secure three non-Optimist judges for the District level
judging.
November 2011 -January 2012

* Order a District winner plaque and any certificates
needed from Optimist Supply or OptiPromo.

¢ Remind Club Presidents and Lieutenant Governors in

writing that the deadline of February 28 is approaching.

Give them any new developments and answers to
frequently asked questions.

OPTIMIST
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February 2012

* Conduct an at-large contest for entries from U.S.
students on overseas military installations, if needed.

* Receive all Club entries no later than February 28.

March 2012

* Conduct judging of essays submitted.
¢ Announce the winner!
 Return all entries, except first, second and third place.

* Contact the District Governor and arrange for the
awards presentation and reading of the essays at the
next District meeting.

* Notify all Clubs of the District winner’s name and
sponsoring Club.

April 2012

* Contact the first-place winner to obtain information
for the Winner’s Information Form. Social Security
number/SIN must be given for District winners
(on Winner’s Information form) in order to aid
in tracking of scholarship funds to colleges
and universities.

e Send the District Winner’s Information Form, Zone/
District Essay Contest Entry Form, copy of the birth
certificate or passport and first-place essay to the
Optimist International Programs Department by
April 15, 2012!
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Visitor Sign-In Sheet

Name: Home phone:
Business phone: Cell phone:
Address:
City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
Notes:
Name: Home phone:
Business phone: Cell phone:
Address:
City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
Notes:
Name: Home phone:
Business phone: Cell phone:
Address:
City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
Notes:
Name: Home phone:
Business phone: Cell phone:
Address:
City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
Notes:

Bringing Out the Best in Kids. . .Join Today!

www.optimist.org
®

OPTIMIST

INTERNATIONAL
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Instructions to Judges
This form, along with a copy of the rules, should be
given to each judge.

Points
Material Organization In this category, the interpretation
of the subject, a clear presentation of the writer’s concept,
dedication to research and the logical organization of the
supporting facts should be considered.

Maximum point award is 40 points.

Vocabulary and Style

The choice of words, use of descriptive phrases,
clear sentence structure and illustration of the topic are
considered. Use of figures of speech, similes, metaphors
and quotations are important factors.

Maximum point award is 30 points.

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Consider such factors as subject and verb agreement,
plurals of nouns and tense.

Maximum point award is 20 points.

Neatness

General appearance of the essay is a vital part of the
presentation. Legibility and spacing in handwritten essays
are to be considered.

Maximum point award is 5 points.

Adherence to Contest Rules

The ability to follow instructions and observe rules is
important. The rules detail the format for the essay.

Maximum point award is 5 points.

Total of points awarded should be compiled and placed
in the indicated space on the form.

Penalties
Failure to list the official topic

The official topic must be listed at the top of page 1 of
the essay.

Deduct 2 points for lack of the topic.

OPTIMIST
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Failure to identify total number of words and doing so
correctly

The number of words is to be indicated at the top of page
1 of the essay. The total must be accurate and in the proper
place to avoid penalty points.

Deduct 5 points for incorrect total or indication in the
wrong place.

Failure to Type Essay and Double Space
All essays are to be type-written and double-spaced.
Deduct 5 points.

Failure to stay within the 700-800 word limit

The word limit does not include the title, footnotes or
bibliography. It applies only to the text and includes every
word, regardless of length. Hyphenated words count as 1
word.

Deduct 5 points for each 25 words over or under the
limit.

Self-Identification

Students cannot identify themselves, parents, school,
community, sponsoring Optimist Club or District. “My
father the mayor” is considered a violation.

Deduct 5 points or fraction of based on degree of
identification made.

Selection of the Top Three Winners

1. Each judge ranks the best essays from 1 to 5. Ties in
points and ranking are not allowed. Re-evaluate essays
if necessary.

2. The Club Essay Chair will enter each judge’s score on
the Master Score Sheet.

3. The grand total of the three judges is determined for
each essay. The entry having the largest grand total of
points is declared the winner.

4. In case of a tie, the entry scoring the largest number
of points in category 1 is declared the winner. If a tie
still exists, each succeeding category is considered the
tie-breaker.

5. Should a tie still exist through category 5, the tied
essays will be re-evaluated by the three judges and
judged a second time.

Scores and totals are only available to the Contest Chair. No one else is permitted
to see the point totals or rankings! Scores are confidential.
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Judge’s Score Sheet
Optimist Essay Contest Judge #
Categories to be judged Entry Number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Material Organization
Maximum point award 40 points

Vocabulary and Style
Maximum point award 30 points

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Maximum point award 20 points

Neatness
Maximum point award 5 points

Adherence to Contest Rules
Maximum point award 5 points

Total Points Awarded

Penalties

Failure to list official topic
Deduct 2 points

Failure to identify total number of
words and doing so correctly
Deduct 5 points

Failure to Type Essay/Double Space
Deduct 5 points

Failure to stay within the 700-800
word limit
Deduct 5 points for each 25 words
over/under the limit

Self-Identification
Deduct 5 points or fraction based
on degree of identification

Total Penalties Deducted

Final Total

Total points awarded minus
total penalties deducted

Ranking of top S essays
NO TIES ALLOWED

Signature of Judge Date / /
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Instructions for Master Score Sheet for

Club and District Chairs

As Essay Chair, you will have two important
responsibilities BEFORE turning over your entries to the
judges:

1. Review entries for obvious violations of the rules. If
non-conformity to the rules is so extreme that you feel
the entry is not worthy of judging, as Chair you may
disqualify it from further competition.

2. Number each title page and place that same number
on each page of the essay. Next, detach the title page
and keep it for your records. This will free the judges
from any suspicion of prejudice or subjectivity.

OPTION:

Many Essay Chairs have passed this helpful hint along to
the Programs Department.

For each essay to be judged, confirm the total number of
words in the essay.

Remember: the material in the text of the essay is
counted, not the footnotes at the bottom of the page or end
of the essay.

Example: 1 The Book of Dreams, page 6-10, Steven
Smith. This would not be counted in the word total,
however in the text: “Dreams are an important part of a
person’s development.” The quotation would be counted.
Remember words like: a, and, the, ARE counted in the
word total.

Remember: hyphenated words count as 1 word.

If the number of words is not correctly identified, note
it on a list. This will cut down on some of the time it takes
judges to complete their tasks.

Example:
Essay  Words Correctly Correct  Identified Count
1 yes
2 no 805
3 no 605

Two Additional Points to Keep in Mind:

1. In compiling scores, these should be kept in your
confidence and should never be revealed, displayed
or discussed.

2. In the event you have a large number of entries
you may want to have a preliminary judging
(separate judges) to reduce the number to a workable
field. This is the decision of the Contest Chair; it is
not mandatory.

Using the Master Score Sheet

Enter the points allotted to the various entries by each of
the three judges on the master score sheet. After totaling the
points allotted for each entry in the total column, rank the
entries in the rank column. If no ties occur, you can easily
determine your first, second and third-place winners.

In the case of a tie, the entry scoring the largest number
of points in category 1 shall be declared the winner. If a tie
still exists, each succeeding category shall be considered
the tie-breaker.

Should a tie still exist through category 5, the tied essays
shall be resubmitted to the judges for a second judging (no
ties permitted, as before).

Remember scores are strictly
confidential and should not be shared
with anyone.
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Master Score Sheet for Club and District Chairs

Optimist Essay Contest

Entry Judge 1 Judge 2 Judge 3 Point Total Rank
Number

1

2

3

10

11

12

13

14

15
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District Essay Contest Entry Form

To Be Completed By the Club Contest Chair

This form is to be sent with the Club winner’s essay, copy of their birth certificate or passport and entry fee
(if applicable) to the District Essay Chair to be received no later than February 28, 2012.

Contestant Information

Name
Address
City State/Province Zip/Postal Code
Home Phone # ( ) Age
(must be under 18 years as of December 31 of 2011-2012 school year)
E-mail Address: U Male U Female

Statement of Originality

I have studied the Official Rules of the Optimist International Essay Contest and fully understand and agree to be
bound by them. Furthermore, I have prepared my own essay with limited assistance. I have given proper credit for any
non-original material used. I have not competed in any other Optimist Club Essay Contest this year. I understand that any
omission of proper credit or violation of the rules on my part shall mean immediate disqualification.

Contestant’s signature Date / /

Instruction to Club Chair
1. Re-attach the title page to the essay before submitting to the District Essay Chair
2. Type or print the name of the sponsoring Club on the title page
3. Submit the essay along with this form, copy of winner’s birth certificate or passport and entry fee (if applicable) to
the District Essay Chair to arrive no later than FEBRUARY 28, 2012.

Number of youth in Club contest

For Club Chair’s signature

“We, the undersigned, in full compliance with the Optimist International Essay Contest rules, enter this contestant
in the District Contest. We understand that this form, the essay and a copy of the birth certificate or passport must be
submitted to the Contest Chair before this contestant competes in the next level of the contest.”

Optimist Club of District name
Club Number
Club President’s Signature

Club Contest Chair’s Signature
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District Essay Contest Winner’s Information Form

To be Completed by the DISTRICT ESSAY CHAIR ONLY

District Name/Number

Name

Address

City State/Province Zip/Postal Code
Home Telephone # ( ) SSN/SIN

Age SexQFUM

Number of youth in District contest

We certify that the above named contestant is the winner of the
District Essay Contest, judged on (date)

Signed District Governor
Signed District Essay Chair
Phone Number ( ) E-mail

Enclosures:

Winner’s Information Form

District Essay Contest Entry Form

Copy of Birth Certificate or Passport

Copy of Winning Essay

Submit to:
Optimist International Programs Department ¢ Attn: Essay Coordinator
4494 Lindell Blvd.  St. Louis, MO 63108
or fax to: 1-314-371-6006

TO ARRIVE NO LATERTHAN APRIL 15, 2012

13



STOP

In order for the District scholarship to be processed,
District Chairs must submit the following for the winner:

District Winner’s Information Form
* Must have Social Security Number or SIN (for Canadian students)
* Must have number of students that participated in District contest
* Must have District Chair and District Governor’s signatures

District Essay Contest Entry Form
* Must be signed by contestant
* Must have number of students that participated in Club contest
* Must have appropriate signatures

Birth Certificate or Passport (can be a copy, if legible)

* Other age verification documents will not be accepted

Typed copy of Essay
To be received no later than April 15, 2012!
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Essay Contest District Chair
Evaluation Form

District Name

Chair Name (optional)

Are you a first-time or repeating Chair? Contest Year

What was your favorite part of the contest as Chair?

What was your least favorite part of the contest as Chair?

What was your opinion on this year’s topic? Do you have suggestions for future topics?

What recommendations, if any, would you propose for improving the Essay contest?

Please share any procedures that worked well for your Club.

Please list any changes your Club will make for next year’s contest.

This form should be submitted to:

Optimist International Programs Department ¢ Attn: Essay Coordinator
4494 Lindell Blvd. * St. Louis, MO 63108
or fax to: 1-314-371-6006
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